
PEQUANNOCK TOWNSHIP 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING 

 
Wednesday, May 12, 2010; 7:30 PM 
Pequannock Town Hall 
Second Floor Conference Room 
 
Minutes 

A) Call to Order 
B) Roll Call 

(Tom N., Rudy, Tom A., Lisa, Joe) 
C) Public Comments 

1) Elaine Baecarella – Green Team.  Next meeting is next week. 

D) Special Presentations 
E) Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes - 4/14/2010 (Tom N. & Rudy) 
F) Budget Report (Tom A.) $620 from 2010, $351 reserved from 2009 to pay 

for a spring hike with Jeff Keller.  
G) Chairperson’s Report (Tom N.) 

1) Followup:  Saturday Hike with Jeff Keller 

a) Success!  50+ participants, most from Cedar Crest.  Four people who 

had RSVP’d to me from town did not show due to weather. The weather 

looked bad in the morning but then it cleared.  Videotaped most of Jeff 

Keller’s discussions – ideally, I would break this into several smaller 

pieces and post on the website, but that may be time consuming.   

b) NY/NJ Trail Conference looking for volunteers to help maintain sections 

of the trail. 3x/year per section of trail.  Also, wants to name the trails – 

involve the schools/scouts. 

c) Payment to Jeff Keller – check to see if payment was made to Habitat by 

Design. 

d) Connection to Boonton Trail? 

2) Seed Grants for Greenways Projects (ANJEC email from 5/4/2010) – possible 

source of funds for hike or bike trail. 

3) Email about bamboo off West Parkway. 

4) Thank-you letters:  we should document in a letter to Walmart that we did not 

receive their donation, and suggest that in future they mail donations to 

recipients.  ACTION ITEM FOR RUDY. 

5) Ho Down items:  bags, also schedule assembly of composter, also get info on 

composting, develop a game/activity.  Lisa, Rudy, Tom N, others will be there, 

Tom A will not. 

H) Town Council Liaison Report  (Joe) 
1) Working on school budget. Public presentation tomorrow pm. 



2) Auction off the house to be moved – can save the cost of demolishing the house, 

if successful. 

3) See it, fix it.  NJ.com sponsor – website to report potholes, etc. to get things 

repaired. 

4) Maybe get NY/NJ Trail 

5) Farmers Market will not happen! 

6) Community Garden – to be finished this Saturday.  About 40 people on the list 

this year.  $25 key deposit.  Will evaluate how the cost is balanced – may be 

lower in the future.  The Parks and Recreation Department is in charge of the 

garden. 

7) Move to re-establish Flood Commission.  Goal:  give charge of 9 months to 

develop specific agenda to raise up houses in flood risk and related actions if 

possible.  Establish 3 levels of risk, so that lowest risk level can be raised by 

say 3 ft to avoid the frequent losses.  Township would offer to residents to do 

this, would put in variances, etc. to avoid an 8-ft high structure.  

I) Planning Board Liaison Report  (Joe for Philip) 
1) Subdivisions coming in:  Al VanWingerden to subdivide house from farm so 

they can refinance home.  Rest of land is deeded as a farm – not possible to 

divide or sell as another purpose. 

2) Washington Park:  all purpose field – need full-size field for soccer or 

lacrosse. 

3) Hillview restrooms. 

J) Open Space Liaison Report  (Rudy) 
1) More properties – up to about 10 more by the end of the year including FEMA 

buyouts, mostly Pequannock Ave, Harrison Ave, Riverside Dr. 

2) Guiliano property closed. 

3) Shotmeyer (next to Woodland Lake) estimate - $600K (has a commercial 

value) 

4) PV Park looking to open Memorial Day weekend.  Outsourcing algal control. 

K) Garbage Committee Report (Joe?) 
1) Bids going out within next couple weeks. 

L) Business 
1) Ditch/Flood Gate inspections.  Nothing done in last month.  Can do Beaver 

Brook from the road, but will need to wait until Bog & Vly construction is 

done, if that is keeping elevations high.  Mosquito Commission may have been 

working in area parallel to West Parkway south of Glens.  Some stuff moved 

out of waterway and other stuff done. 

2) 2011 Annual River Clean 

3) PV Park water quality/clarity – from Peter Correale:  bacteria counts in 

August up to 6,000 cells/100mL.   

4) Community Garden, status? See above 



5) Ho-Down. See above. 
6) Walkable Communities Workshop Program. Need resolution supporting 

program – Morris County DOT does not yet have an example, so Dave and 

Diane will be putting it together.  County still interested in doing this. 

7) Grants 
a) ANJEC grant to update Pequannock’s Open Space and 

Recreation Plan – Matt Denk (?) consultant is doing this – we got the 

application out in time, should be finding out if we got this. 

b) Seed Grants for Greenways Projects Kodak American Greenways 

Awards Program (ANJEC email, May 4
th

) see above. 

8) Ordinances or Resolutions 
a) Municipal Well Head Protection Ordinance – MCMUA sent letter 

with proposed ordinance recommended for adoption.  Tom A spoke to 

Dave Hollberg who is looking for feedback on it from the department 

heads in town. Idea is to protect all well heads in town – municipal 

water supply as well as other wells. 

 

M) Action Items: 
All: 
1) Stream inspections. Rudy may do others.  For example, from Golden 

Panther Park east toward river.  Also, Sawmill Creek. 

2) Website:  compile list of websites and internet links to include. Tom N 

wants to organize these. 

3) Ho Down:  Need to order bags, assemble composter, get info RE composting, 

and come up with suitable game/activity. 

 
Tom Newman: 
1) Send letter of appreciation to Jen Hardie for all her Environmental 

Commission work.  Not Done. 
2) Coordinate May 8 hike/presentation with Jeff Keller, Amy Helmer of 

Cedar Crest, and Bob Jonas of the NY/NJ Trail Conference.  Done 

3) Review stream-inspection reports completed since last submittal.  When 
complete, submit the new reports to Council. Not Done. 
 

Joseph Jorgensen: 
1) Get township staff for “Green Team” for “Sustainable NJ”.  Resolution 

from Council on Green Team. We do have a staff person from Town to 

Green Team.  Joe will get name 

2) Will get energy audits from Dave Hollberg.   

3) Street Fair in June – may not be able to get a Green display. 



4) Have Parks & Recreation contact Environmental commission when looking to 

acquire items like the recycling containers, etc. 

 
Thomas Andrea: 
1) Keep track of municipal energy audit; the Contact is Ben Jackal with 

TRC Energy Services, (732) 855 2894.  RFP will await new township 
engineer. New Engineer is swamped, maybe will get to this in June. 

2) Walkable Communities Workshop for Pequannock. 

3) Give Tom N. Boy Scout Contact information, 

 
Lisa Martinus: 
1) Sustainable NJ.  
2) Project Porchlite – ACTION ITEM –contact for Ho-Down.. 

 
Christopher Lotito: 
 
Rudy Steinthal: 
1) .Continue Stream Inspections. 
2)  New Action Item: Start planning next year’s shoreline cleanup. 

 
Philip Dickinson: 

 

N) Correspondence ( M – Mail, E – Email ) 
1) M2010-027 

a) From –  GC Stewart Associates 
b) Date –  4/2010 
c) Subject –  Flood Hazard Area Permit submitted to NJ DEP 
d) Action –  FYI 
e) Details – Unknown project at 4 Bridgewater Lane in Lincoln Park 

2) M2010-028 
a) From –  NJ DEP 
b) Date –  4/2010 
c) Subject –  Clean Communities 2010 Funding Allocations 
d) Action –  FYI 
e) Details – Pequannock will receive $23,139.30 

3) M2010-029 
a) From –  NJ DEP 
b) Date –  4/2010 
c) Subject –  Green Acres funds available 
d) Action –  FYI 



e) Details – Applications accepted until 7/30/2010, funding is 
extremely limited. 

f) Forwarded to Open Space for their consideration. ACTION ITEM FOR 

RUDY TO CHECK. 

4) M2010-030 
a) From –  NJ DEP Bureau of Underground Storage Tanks 
b) Date –  4/14/2010 
c) Subject –  Notice of Deficiency at Rentals Unlimited 
d) Action –  FYI 
e) Details – Letter contains details on what needs to be done. 

5) M2010-031 
a) From –  NJ DEP Division of Land Use Regulation 
b) Date –  4/16/2010 
c) Subject –  Village Road and Route 23 pumping stations (Permits 

for Proposed Sewage line) 

d) Action –  FYI 
e) Details – More information needed 

6) M2010-032 
a) From –  AECOM 
b) Date –  4/27/2010 
c) Subject –  Application for a System wide Pipeline Maintenance 

Permit 
d) Action – FYI  
e) Details – Renewal of gas pipeline maintenance permit, CDROM 

included. 
7) M2010-033 

a) From –  AECOM 
b) Date –  4/28/2010 
c) Subject –  Application for a System wide Pipeline Maintenance 
d) Action –  FYI 
e) Details – Two companies, Texas Eastern Transmission and 

Algonquin Gas Transmission 
8) M2010-034 

a) From –  Township of Pequannock 
b) Date –  4/30/2010 
c) Subject –  Copies of “Thank You” letters to various companies 

that donated to help in the river cleanup, 
d) Action –  Do we need one for Walmart, their donation was lost or 

stolen?  ACTION ITEM FOR RUDY: WRITE A LETTER SAYING 

THAT WE DID NOT GET THE DONATION, SUGGEST MAILING IN 

FUTURE. 



e) Details – KC Bagels, BJ’s, Target, Shoprite of Lincoln Park and 
My Bagel Heaven 

9) M2010-035 
a) From –  Robert S. Rogers 
b) Date –  5/5/2010 
c) Subject –  Freshwater Wetlands Application Checklist 
d) Action –  FYI 
e) Details – Near Heino's Ski & Cycle 

 
O) General Calendar 

1) No Date - Educate residents about pulling invasive plants from town 
wetlands.  (Maybe Jeff Keller can show us on Spring 2010 hike.) JEFF 

KELLER DID SHOW ME HOW TO PLUCK CAT-TAILS. 

2) Ho Down – September 18  

P) Adjournment 
 
 
Mission Statement 
We represent the public and its long-term interests as local environmental 
advocates.  We work towards these goals by: advising the town council and the 
planning and zoning boards about a wide range of environmental issues that 
affect the town; advocating for open-space preservation; keeping residents 
informed of environmental issues; promoting environmental education; and 
working with neighboring commissions and other organizations to meet these 
goals. 


