
PEQUANNOCK TOWNSHIP 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING 

 
Wednesday, January 12, 2011; 7:30 PM 
Pequannock Town Hall 
Second Floor Conference Room 
 
Minutes 

A) Call to Order 
B) Roll Call 

Members Present: Tom Newman, Chair; Tom Andrea, Secretary; Rudy 

Steinthal; Philip Dickenson; Lisa Martinus; Jeff Mauriello; Nancy Towner  

Alternate Members:  
Candidates: Christopher Lotito 
Council Liaison: Melissa Florance-Lynch 
Public:  

C) Public Comments 
D) Special Presentations 
E) Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes - 12/8/2010 – Rudy Steinthal motioned 

Lisa Martinus seconds 

F) Budget Report (Tom Andrea) 2010 $0 remaining, 2011 $1,000 

1) ANJEC Dues: $280  

2) ANJEC Workshop Plan: $60 

3) ANJEC Alternate Environmental Commission Member: $20 

G) Chairperson’s Report (Tom Newman) 
1) Environmental Commission Caps:  Tom Newman re-designed caps after last 

meeting and submitted to everyone for review – consensus was positive so he 

ordered 14 of the caps (2 full Commissions worth); caps arrived before the end 

of the year.  

2) Solicited opinion on how to apply remainder of the 2010 funds: considered: 

recycling barrel caps, camera, GPS, hip waders, flash memory device, banners 

as discussed. Used remaining budget on banners and a banner stand.  

3) Tom Burbridge of the Morris County MUA contacted me:  they cannot perform 
the Hazardous Household Waste and Electronics Pickup Day in Pequannock 

on May 7 as we had arranged. Maybe next year. 

4) February 9
th

 Wastewater Master Plan Meeting: see “9) Septic Tanks/Sewers” 

item “c” below. 

5) Poll:  feeling of Environmental Commission about sports fields in town 

(number of fields, uses of fields, artificial turf vs. natural turf, potential other 

field sites, lights, etc.) (In response to a number of private citizen inquiries and 



my own curiosity)  NANCY WILL LOOK AT THIS.   Also discussed the lights 

issue. 

6) Poll:  feeling of Environmental Commission about septic vs sewers in town:  

should there be a town-wide sewering or are septics ok in certain areas?  

Prospect of having to convert to a “super” septic system only to be forced to 

change to sewer shortly thereafter?  Wastewater master plan.    

7) 2011 Goals: 

a) Complete update of Environmental Commission website, with a user-

friendly organization where topics can be quickly browsed and useful 

links found. 

b) Outreach effort on proper septic maintenance. 

c) Complete stream inspections on all streams not already inspected. 

d) Incorporate 2010 stream inspections into ERI document.  This requires 

approval of Planning Board, Philip says summer might be a good time 

to get that approval from Planning Board. 

e) Continue public-outreach programs to educate public:  Ho Down, Hike 

(Mountainside Park), River Cleanup (Aquatic Park, etc.). 

f) Successful coordination with Scout group on tour “A day in the life of a 

water drop” as developed in 2010 (follow water from its sources at 

reservoir and wells*, distribution system in town*, wastewater systems 

including septics and TBSA treatment plant in Lincoln Park).  

*REQUIRES INPUT FROM BILL PEREIRA 

g) Displays at Cedar Crest (per plans developed in 2010 and discussed 

with Renee Helmer).  Also with NY/NJ Trails Commission.   

h) Fully investigate and give Council our recommendations on ordinances: 

Wellhead Protection, Septic Maintenance  

i) Attend ANJEC workshops 

j) Educate town on recycling update: website, telephone hotline? 

k) Inspections – put the schedule of inspections already done on the 

website. 

l) Underground oil tank. 

H) Town Council Liaison Report  ( Melissa Florance-Lynch) 
1) Flood Committee set up at first meeting on1/4 – second meeting on 1/13 at 

7:30pm; afterwards meeting regularly on first Tuesday of the month:  First 

short term goal is to educate the public.  Mission: representation at larger 

scale meetings (at Governor’s meetings), river cleanups, and emergency 

response actions. Some members are Frank Spizzirri and Dave Battaglia 

(Township Engineer) 

2) Scouts Eagle Scout projects – 2 involving community garden were presented 

awards. 



3) Economic Development Commission – bring new business, improve 

storefronts, sign ordinance, light intensity in signs.  They will meet the fourth 

Wednesday of the month. 

4) Farmers Market is coming to town in Library parking lot on Sundays, Troy 

Terry is working on this project. 
5) FEMA meeting on 1/13/2011 about repetitive loss due to flooding. 

I) Planning Board Liaison Report  (Philip Dickenson) 
1) Two subdivisions – DeGreoge’s house on Hopper; has already been 

subdivided already; Planning Board wanted them to put landscaping in.  

Property is 100 x 120 ft. 

2) Administrative work on Tucker Platt’s flag lot.  Went through on court order. 

J) Open Space Liaison Report  (Rudy Steinthal) 
1) ANJEC Grant – another this year, will be sought.  Update of Open Space 

Master Plan will be done this year, grant or not.  Will cost roughly $10K.   

Unanimous support by Environmental Commission Members. 

2) Houses currently under contract, 123 North Pequannock Avenue and 66 

Pequannock Avenue. 

3) Closed on house in December 2010, 44 Harrison, 1 Riverside Drive and 17 

Riverside Drive then in January 2011, 32 Pequannock Ave,.  

4) Looking to demolish 4-5 houses this year – bid out for one contractor to do.  

(Last year demolished 5). 

5) Wish/Priority list given to council last night:  Priority One, three homes on 

Riverside Drive and two on Harrison Road.  Other homes slightly lower 

priority on Fritz lane and Pequannock Avenue. 

6) Speciale may be interested in selling. 

7) River Walk may connect to Pompton Lakes by Harrison Road, abutments still 

on riverbanks for bridge. 

K) Business 
1) Ditch/Flood Gate inspections  -  

a) Problems Christopher saw in ditch near Greenview Park. – Saw some 

leaves, saplings,  

b) Schedule: Rudy will do remaining. 

c) Tom Newman to send Nancy and Melissa example of a stream report. 

d) Tom Newman to finish up write-up edits of 2010 inspections and submit 

to Council; once approved get it to Planning Board who according to 

Philip may want a presentation in summer 2011 and then should OK 

attaching to ERI. 

2) Annual River Clean Up – April 2, 2011.   
a) Reach out to media. 

b) Reach out to Schools:   



c) Post at Library, Senior House, Municipal Building, Cedar Crest, 

Scouts. 

3) PV Park water quality/clarity – Nothing new during winter. 

4) Community Garden - Closed for winter. 

5) Ho-Down 
6) Walkable Communities Workshop Program.  Denise Chapwick, Morris 

County DOT will become a private contractor but our documentation is now in 

final review phase once that phase is complete we will receive a draft. 

7) Grants 
a) 2011 ANJEC Grant – Open Space Master Plan? See above. 

8) TBSA Tour with Rich Phelan – working on it. 

9) Septic Tanks/Sewers 
a) Educate town about maintenance and look at other towns 

ordinances on septic tank maintenance.  
b) TBSA looking for input from town whether or not to expand 

capacity – town is reviewing. 
c) NJ Department of Environmental Protection will hold a public meeting 

to discuss Morris County's draft sewer service area map on February 9, 

2011.  The meeting will be held from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the Morris 

County Library Public Meeting Room, 30 East Hanover Ave., in the 

Whippany section of Hanover Township (Same night as our meeting, 2
nd

 

Wednesday of February). 

10) Ordinances or Resolutions 
a) Municipal Well Head Protection Ordinance – 
b) Septic Maintenance Ordinance -  

L) Action Items: 
 

All: 
1) Stream inspections. 
2) Website:  compile list of websites and internet links to include. Give Tom 

Andrea more information. 

3) Ho Down:   
4) Provide/add issues/information about underground tanks on our website. 

 
Tom Newman: 
1) Review stream-inspection reports completed since last submittal.  When 

complete, submit the new reports to Council. 
2) Make year-end summary of our accomplishments in 2010 
3) Article in Suburban Trends on Ho Down - has it appeared? 
4) New flood maps are available? No 



5) Girl Scout trip to TBSA, follow up with TBSA about construction, 
construction complete can now do tours. 

6) Send Nancy “David Clayes”(High School Environmental Club Advisor) email 

address. (Done at meeting) 

 
Melissa Florance-Lynch: 
1) Check with Dave Hollberg on Municipal Energy Audit status. 

 
Thomas Andrea: 
1) Keep track of municipal energy audit; the Contact is Ben Jackal with 

TRC Energy Services, (732) 855 2894.  RFP will await new township 
engineer.   

2) Get township staff name for “Green Team” for “Sustainable NJ”.  New 

Town Official needs to be appointed.  

3) Get information on new electronics recycling law, Done, sent via email. 

Jeff wants to know whether there’s a curbside pickup possibility that we can 

look into. 

4) Advertise Mayor’s River Cleanup on town website and channel 77. 

5) Advertise Mayor’s River Cleanup to North Boulevard School and maybe 

district wide. 

6) Laminate some copies of Mayor’s River Cleanup flyer 

7) Find out latest on Bike Path at Parks and Recreation Advisory Meeting. 

8) Call recycler who handles our recyclables in town and ask if electronics pickup 

possible. 

9) Check with Dave Hollberg, do we use GIS software in town? 

 
Lisa Martinus: 
1) Sustainable NJ.  Green Team Interested in TBSA tour.  Working on 

getting points through (1) model “green ordinances with respect to 
landuses.”   

2) Mentioned she had heard that they are phasing out incandescent light 
bulbs. 

3) Advertise Mayor’s River Cleanup to Hillview and Gerace Schools and maybe 

district wide. 

 

Rudy Steinthal: 
1) Continue Stream Inspections. 
2) 2011 River Clean-up planning. 
 
Philip Dickinson: 



1) Get copy of Master Plan, Tom Newman wants to see Wastewater Management 

Plan. 

 
Jeff Mauriello: 
1) Go on stream inspections. 

2) Working on ERI with GIS skills. Note: Jeff has access to ArcMap at Ramapo 

College. 

 
Nancy Towner:   
1) Look into artificial turf sports fields, for example Christopher mention BPA 

leach.  Find Pros and Cons on artificial turf fields. 

2) Get Lisa ideas on outreach and contacts from FDU. 

3) Contact Dave Clays the advisor for the High School Environmental Club, 

artificial turf and River Cleanup. 

 
 

M) Correspondance ( M – Mail, E – Email) 
1) M2011-001 

a) From –  Dynamic Engineering Consultants, PC 
b) Date –  12/15/2011 
c) Subject –  Notice of application for a Flood Hazard Area 

Verification 
d) Action –  FYI 
e) Details – Demolish United Gas Station (formerly Sunoco) at 

Route 23 and Jackson Ave., intersection and replace with a 
convenience store.  

2) M2011-002 
a) From –  PSE&G 
b) Date –  12/2010 
c) Subject –  Applying for NJ DEP General Permit Authorization 
d) Action –  FYI 
e) Details – In service area, cutting or clearing of vegetation.  Also 

perform repair, replacement and maintenance activities in 
PSE&G’s Natural Gas Distribution Mains.  

3) M2011-003 
a) From –  ANJEC to some Environmental Commission members 
b) Date –  Winter 2011 
c) Subject –  ANJEC Report 
d) Action –  FYI 
e) Details – ANJEC Congress highlights, Report: extreme weather 

predicted and fair-well to ANJEC’s Abbie. 



 
N) General Calendar 

April 2, 2011 - Annual River Clean Up 
 

O) Adjournment 10:15 
 
 
Mission Statement 
We represent the public and its long-term interests as local environmental 
advocates.  We work towards these goals by: advising the town council and the 
planning and zoning boards about a wide range of environmental issues that 
affect the town; advocating for open-space preservation; keeping residents 
informed of environmental issues; promoting environmental education; and 
working with neighboring commissions and other organizations to meet these 
goals. 


