
PEQUANNOCK TOWNSHIP 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING 

 
Wednesday, March 9, 2011; 7:30 PM 
Pequannock Town Hall 
Second Floor Conference Room 
 
Minutes 

A) Call to Order 
B) Roll Call 

1) Members: Tom Newman, Chair; Tom Andrea, Secretary; Rudy Steinthal; Lisa 

Martinus; Jeff Mauriello;; Philip Dickenson; Melissa Florance-Lynch 

2) Absents: Nancy Towner 

3) Public: Christopher Lotito, Ron Baran, Mayor Phelan stopped by for a short 

while 

C) Public Comments 
1) Ron – on behalf of the Green Team (GT),  

a) The GT is coordinating with the Suburban Women’s Club and 

Strawberry Blossom for a lawn care presentation in April at the library. 

b) Ron inquired about coordinating an Earth Day (April 22) activity with 

the EC.  Discussion centered on potential activities/venues, including 

having Allison Petryk (our Watershed Ambassador) make her 

EnviroScape presentation (but according to her schedule, she’s not 

available that weekend), or  possibly having a booth at the Street Fair 

(run by Chamber of Commerce)–Tom A will inquire. 

c) Consensus was to keep a GT/EC-coordinated event in mind for next 

year. 

D) Special Presentations - none 
E) Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes - 2/9/2011 – Tom N submitted  additional 

edits, will be approved next month. 

F) Correspondence ( M – Mail, E – Email) 
1) M2011-007 

a) From –  Councilman Ed Engelbart 
b) Date –  2/28/2011 
c) Subject –  Building Ban among ideas to cut Passaic River 

flooding. 
d) Action –  FYI 
e) Details – Copy of an article from the 2/11/11 Star-Ledger, pg. 18  
f) Melissa thinks a couple of people are going to attend this 

2) M2011-008 
a) From –  Morris County Economic Development Corp. 



b) Date –  2/28/2011 
c) Subject –  Morris County Municipal Summit 
d) Action –  FYI 
e) Details – On 3/16/2011, County College of Morris, 5PM to 8PM 

G) Budget Report (Tom A.) $1000 - $340 (ANJEC Dues with Workshop) = $660 

remaining 

H) Chairperson’s Report (Tom N.) 
1) Allison Petryk can provide training for visual and biological stream 

monitoring.  She’s available on: March 26th, 27th, April 10th ,16th, 17th or 

May 14, 15, 21
st
, and most of June as well. Per Tom N’s previous email, the EC 

is to choose the date..  Consensus: May 15
th

 from1pm – 4pm.  Tom N to contact 

Allison Petryk to confirm.   

2) Bags or other items for Ho Down.  Consensus: Bags again this year, to take 

advantage of the current sale price for larger size bags at 50c each.  Tom A to 

order 300 bags, his color discretion (try for lighter shades). 

I) Town Council Liaison Report  (Melissa) 
1) A 2011-2 ordinance amending rules RE alternate members will be set up at the 

next meeting. The Mayor intends to appoint two alternates (Christopher Lotito 

and Ron Baran). 

2) Issue of fill in wetland areas will be followed up on presently. 

3) The town did an excellent job on the last storm; an upcoming storm could 

cause major flooding. 

J) Planning Board Liaison Report  (Philip) 
1) PB approved a sign for the Solar and More establishment. 

2) PB approved 7-11 at gas station.  Regarding EC comments: owner will have 2 

recycling bins next to 4 trash cans and change 2x/shift; will plant shrubs 

between the jug handle and the store; will re-stripe pedestrian walkways; will 

NOT incorporate StormCeptor oil-spill/floatables controls in parking lot “not 

a problem – were not installed at gas station.”  

3) New development over on Elizabeth and Turnpike – will come by EC for 

comment later.  

4) No PB meeting in March 

K) Open Space (OS) Liaison Report  (Rudy deferred summary discussion to Tom 

A. since Tom A is also a member of Open Space Advisory Board) 

1) Council approved OS to pursue 3 houses on Riverside 

2) OS pursuing closing on 66 Pequannock Ave. 

3) OS did not get approval to pursue the Speciale property. 

L) Business 
1) Ditch/Flood Gate inspections  -  

a) Christopher Lotito reported that the drainage ditch in Greenview 
Park is clogged with vegetation and litter. 



b) Christopher Lotito reported good conditions at Washington Park ditch. 

2) Annual River Clean Up (Rudy) –  
a) Sat. April 2 

b) $25 check received from Hudson City Bank 

c) EC has goodie bags, snack packs ready 

d) Rudy hasn’t heard recently from Scouts or other groups;Christopher 

suggested calling Suburban Women’s Club, Ron B will give Rudy a 

contact, Tom N gave Rudy Allison Beshada’s contact info (Girl Scout).  

e) EC participation: Lisa (4), Tom N. (2), Tom A (3), Phil (1), Joe (1) 

f) Lisa dropped off flier with BOE.  Fliers can only be distributed if they 

come from the Mayor or the Manager.   

3) PV Park water quality/clarity – [no update] 
4) Community Garden – [no update] 
5) Ho-Down –  

a) Tom A will order bags per Chairman’s Report above. 
6) Walkable Communities Workshop Program  

a) Tom A will distribute the draft report from Morris County DOT to 

DPW, Council, EC, etc. – EC members please give feedback to Tom A 

after reviewing  

7) Grants – 
a) Tom N:  ANJEC email (today) describes “NJ American Water Grant”- 

but only applicants in NJAW service area are eligible.  

8) Girl Scout tour -  (Tom N) – will need to try to coordinate with Bill Pereira. 

9) TBSA Tour with Rich Phelan – [no update] 
10) Septic Tanks/Sewers 

a)  educate town about maintenance and look at other towns 
b) ordinances on septic tank maintenance.  

11) Municipal Well Head Protection Ordinance 

12) Possibility of Christopher taking recyclables from town to Best Buy 
in Riverdale to be recycled.   Christopher emailed Dave Hollberg, but did 

not yet get response.  Christopher will try again. 

13) Allison Petryk, NJ Watershed Ambassador, training: Per 

Chairmans’s Report, above, EC elected May 15 as tentative date. Tom N to 

confirm date/time with Allison. 

 

M) Action Items: 
 

All: 
1) Stream inspections.  Tom A to update writeup about 2010 inspection of 

stream in the Glens property.  Rudy updated writeups about two other 



2010 stream inspections.  Tom N to update writeup about the 2010 
Washington Park/Lyman Park stream inspection. 

2) Website:  Compile list of websites and internet links to include. Give 
Tom A more information.  Provide/add issues/information about 
underground tanks on our website  

a) Links:  how to dispose of stuff, like CFLs 

b) Recycle.org 

c) Historicaerials.com 

3) Ho Down:   
a) need themes: how to get rid of stuff – could have a game 

b) Street Fair possible topic 

4) Spring coordination with Green Team:  Street Fair? 

 
Tom Newman: 
1) Review stream-inspection reports completed since last submittal.  When 

complete, submit the new reports to Council. Ongoing – working toward 
summer completion/presentation to Planning Board. 

2) Make presentation to Council on our year-end summary of our 
accomplishments in 2010 and 2011 goals.  May be regular or workshop, 

coordinate if a presentation is planned so that it can be put on agenda. 

3) Email Allison Petryk, NJ Watershed Ambassador, information on 
invasive plants at Cedar Crest. Done. 

4) Get Tom Andrea Mountainside hike video. (use “slingshot”) 

5) Tom N to respond to email to ask that they include EC on their mailing list. 

 
Melissa Florance-Lynch: 
1) Report on Environmental Commission Alternate member progress. 
 
Thomas Andrea: 
1) Keep track of municipal energy audit; the Contact is Ben Jackal with 

TRC Energy Services, (732) 855 2894.  RFP will await new township 
engineer. 

2) Get Allison contact information on Chamber of Commerce for Street 
Fair. Done 

3) Find out dates for the Ho-Down. September 17, 2011 setup 8AM start 
12PM, end 7PM Rain date next day September 18, 2011 

4) Find out detail on Street Fair. 
5) Update 2010 Glens Stream Report. 
 
Lisa Martinus: 



1) Sustainable NJ. (Ron B. says trying to meet a few mandatory items, Dave H 

reviewing items that will go to Council; Green Fleets inventory of vehicles to 

improve efficiency). 

2) Natural Resource Inventory also needed – it’s available from the EC website. 

3) Energy Audits – approved December, Dave Battalia is working on it, had a 

walk through 3 wks ago; still a year away to complete the full audit.  School 

system has already completed an energy audit – may be able to submit that.  

 
Rudy Steinthal: 
1) Continue Stream Inspections.  Updated “Streams from Alexander Avenue to 

South of Jefferson Street” and “Drainage ditch parallel to and south of 

Newark/Pompton Turnpike near Golden Panther Park”. 

 
Philip Dickinson: 
 
Jeff Mauriello: 
1) Go on stream inspections. 
2) Working on ERI with GIS skills.  
3) Attended ANJEC workshop last weekend, GEOweb may be an alternative.  

ESRI grants possible.  Nancy was also there. 

 
Nancy Towner: 

 
N) General Calendar 

April 2, 2011 - Annual River Clean Up 
Earth Day: April 22, 2011  
May 15 – Allison Petryk’s stream-monitoring training. 
Street Fair – Sun. June 12, 2011 10am-5pm;  Set up time 7-9am 
September 17, 2011 – Ho-Down, setup 8AM start 12PM end 7PM 
        Rain date next day September 18, 2011 
 

O) Adjournment :  9:38pm 
 
Mission Statement 
We represent the public and its long-term interests as local environmental 
advocates.  We work towards these goals by: advising the town council and the 
planning and zoning boards about a wide range of environmental issues that 
affect the town; advocating for open-space preservation; keeping residents 
informed of environmental issues; promoting environmental education; and 
working with neighboring commissions and other organizations to meet these 
goals. 


