PEQUANNOCK TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, February 12, 2014; 7:30 PM
Pequannock Town Hall

Second Floor Conference Room

A) Initially handled signatures/oath with Carol Marsh.
B) Call to Order 7:34pm
C) Roll Call
1) Members (Present/Absent): 
a) Tom Newman: Chair




present
b) Tom Andrea: Secretary




present
c) Jeff Mauriello: Open Space Liaison:

present
d) Philip Dickenson: Planning Board Liaison:
absent
e) Ron Baran






absent
f) Ralph DiBuono: Green Team Liaison

present
g) Alberta Alleva





absent
h) Alternate #1: Maryann Maass


present
i) Alternate #2: Tom Murphy



present
j) Council Liaison: Melissa Florance-Lynch
present
D) Public Comments (list those in attendance)
1) Rudy Steinthal

a) Delivered list of stream inspections made and dates, also streams not yet done.
b) Has given Maryann list of participants in prior years’ cleanups.
c) Has gift cards from ShopRite (Diane Rizzi has this), Target, Walmart (some with negligible amounts) and he will use those for the 2014 cleanup expenses.
d) Says he has two media contacts, Rudy will send out notices.

e) Ralph: asked if we could use donated equipment from companies etc.?  Tom N said there may be an insurance/liability issue with using donated equipment.  **Melissa will ask Dave about this.** 

f) Rudy noted that downed trees along service road in Aquatic Park near leaf depository inhibits movement there and that it would be good to get the service road cleared.
E) Special Presentations
F) Approval of Meeting Minutes –1/8/2014  Tom Murphy motioned to approve minutes, Maryann seconded.  Tom A to send to Carol.
G) Correspondence ( M – Mail, E – Email) 
1) M2014-001

a) From – Christie Jaime, Health Educator, Pequannock Township Health Department

b) Date – 2014
c) Subject –  Pequannock Schools Unite to Fight Hunger
d) Details –   Partnership with Community Food Bank of NJ http://support.cfbnj.org/goto/pequannock 

e) Action: NA
2) M2014-002

a) From – Pequannock Township

b) Date – 1/21/2014
c) Subject –  Copies of letters sent asking for donations to River Cleanup
d) Details –  My Bagel Heaven, Atlantic Stewardship Bank, BJ’s, Foodtown, Friendly’s, Golden China Kitchen, Jones Hardware, KC’s, Solar & More, Pompton Pharmacy, Shoprite, Staples of Wayne, Walmart

e) Action – FYI 
3) M2014-003

a) From – The Pequannock River Coalition

b) Date – 2/2014
c) Subject –  The Pequannock River Post, newsletter
d) Details –  Year in Review, hike 2/16 …

e) Action –  FYI
4) M2014-004

a) From – State of NJ, DEP
b) Date – 2/6/2014
c) Subject –  Area of concern at Chilton Hospital (House), 91 West Parkway: one 1,000 gallon #2 Heating Oil Underground Storage Tank System
d) Details – Unrestricted use – No Further Action Letter and Covenant Not to Sue 

e) Action –  FYI   
H) Budget Report (Tom A.)
$1,000 - $350 (ANJEC Dues with Workshop Plan) = balance $650 (Tom A gave the request to pay this to Aly downstairs
I) Chairperson’s Report (Tom N.) 
1) Accomplishments – sent out a draft to members for review and comment.

J) Town Council Liaison Report  (Melissa)
1) Applied for joint grant with Lincoln Park to de-snag Beaver Brook.
2) Town wide survey to be mailed in early spring to residents to look for input on resident requests, comments.  Do we have any input?
3) Martian Berry House, doing a survey, Historic Commission interested in town purchasing to preserve.
4) Town Council meetings – now being recorded on camera, currently posted to YouTube but not to Channel 77, can find link to videos on township website.

5) Walkable Communities – preparing for bids; Environmental Commission has not heard about the Township’s decision on what is to be done.

6) Village area sewer project: a bid is being prepared, anticipate award in March, and anticipate that sewers will be in place and hookups to be done within 3-4 years.  Will now have public meetings.

7) Greenview Park liner to be redone.

8) Town pursuing getting favorable re-rating to improve flood insurance rates.
9) Jefferson Street property under contract, pursuing Open Space fund to help with purchase.
K) Planning Board Liaison Report  (Philip) Absent, Planning Board may not have met.
L) Open Space Liaison Report  (Jeff)
1) Feb 11 Meeting

2) Using FEMA money town has bought several more homes.

3) Jefferson St. – Town Council got an appraisal and is trying to purchase, doing an environmental review now.
4) Working on easements for RiverWalk.  Contract template finalized, one for residential and a different one for commercial properties.  Should allow fishing from commercial properties but no fishing from residential properties.
5) Also working on placard(s) for the RiverWalk.

M) Green Team (Ralph)

1) Green Team interested in helping out with the planting on new open space next to river.
2) Anti-idling – educational program will be tied into the art fair with posters.  This time of year it’s hard to enforce anti-idling (too cold!)

3) Webinar by Sustainable NJ on sustainable projects and grant money that may be available.
4) New list as of November 2013 for initiatives, team split list and members are reviewing. 
N) Business

1) Blue Line Ditch/Flood Gate inspections  - 
a) Weather issues have interfered with inspections
b) Will also need to notice residents in adjacent areas
2)  Mayor’s River Clean Up  – 
a) 2014 River cleanup: Saturday, April 5th 2014
b) Rudy will continue to be involved, Maryann will be point person from Environmental Commission now.
3) PV Park water quality/clarity – nothing
4) Street Fair – June 8, 2014.  Thalya Reyes has committed to be there.  Tom A suggests that we have an Environmental Commission booth and a Watershed Ambassador booth.  **Melissa will put in for a ½ booth for the EC and a ½ booth for Watershed Ambassadors.
5) Ho-Down – September 20, 2014
6) Walkable Communities Workshop Program - 
7) Grants – 

a) Jeff Mauriello - 

1) $1,500 per-town Open ANJEC Space Grant for plantings or to promote Environmental Commission, deadline is April 19th. We need a visible lot to use as a demonstration.  Could select Riverside and Turnpike by the river.  Are there other properties that would be suitable such as Pequannock Ave near the Route 23 bridge.  This grant requires ~80 hours of “in-kind services.”  Plan should include:

a. Get experts / master gardeners / Jeff Keller / Thalya Reyes? to advise us on the process, placement of plantings, proper procedures to maximize the efforts.
b. Township to clear /mow before plantings.
c. Have soil amendments, plantings, seeds and watering equipment delivered on day before / day of the big planting.
d. Volunteers to rake/plantings.
2) American Water grant up to $10,000 for watershed cleanups, rain gardens, streamside buffer restoration projects.  Deadline is March 31, 2014, project to be completed between March 1 and November 30.

8) Ordinances or Resolutions
a) Tom A will be working on one related to the Threatened and Endangered Species Workshop he took.  
9) Household Hazardous Waste Pick-up -  last was October 19, 2013; still waiting for statistics from that event.
10) Web Site: Tom Murphy to head up the effort to update the EC page with links.  Everyone to send files to Tom Murphy.
11) ANJEC Training

a) March 1, 2014 Basic Training in Morristown

1) Tom A, Ralph, Maryann

b) **Tom A to send our new roster to ANJEC.

12) Bio Blitz, could we do one at Woodland Lake???  Example: http://web.uconn.edu/mnh/bioblitz/   **Tom A to reach out to someone he met at the ANJEC workshop.  Ralph will be the point person on this.
a) If possible volunteer for a Bio-Blitz in our area.
13) Environmental Clubs in schools, Tom A. Advisor
a) NBS – Growing indoor Bulbs, have flowers
b) Hillview – Manager at next meeting to discuss a recycling center.  

c) Gerace – Doing a movie night “Furry Vengeance, proceeding
d) PV – Constructing a large Styrofoam tray puppet.

14) Environmental Resource Inventory Updates (need to be presented to and approved by the Planning Board).
a) Add new Stream Inspection Reports.
b) Add information about the water blending.
c) Updates to open space per Green Acres purchases – (may already have been done by Land Conservancy **Have Jeff check with Frank Spizzirri).
d) Ask Thalya Reyes (Watershed Ambassador) if she can do any GIS updates – open space updates would be a good place to start. (Thalya had previously volunteered to update our GIS!) 
O) Action Items for next meeting:

All:
1) Website:  Compile list of websites and internet links to include in our new website resource.  Send these to Tom Murphy (cc all please).  

2) Town Newsletter:  contribute articles on an ongoing basis – Diane Rizzi asking. Could put stats in about Shredding and HHW stats in there, when Spring Cleanup is.  Tom A:  Pull something from ANJEC website. (not done)
3) Do we have any input for town-wide survey being sent out in the spring?

4) To gain experience, volunteer for a Bio-Blitz in our area.
Tom Newman:
1) Review stream-inspection reports completed since last submittal.  When complete, submit the new reports to Council.  Ongoing 
2) Contact Joe Golden (Township Engineer) to: 

a. Invite him to an EC meeting.  Not done (retain)

b. ask if township has the information on the storm water infrastructure as required by the MS4 permits, including Catch Basins, culverts, or other storm water infrastructure around town – current equipment (cameras, for example) automatically get GIS coordinates and would be suitable for GIS.  The EC will be happy to assist in the process. Not done (retain)
c. Ask how the “Day in the Life of a Water Droplet in Pequannock” field day might be coordinated. Not done (retain)
3) Website – use email that Tom A found to continue website redesign for information clearinghouse. 
4) Contact MCMUA for statistics from October 19 HHW pickup day. (done but we have not received stats)
5) Contact Thalya Reyes about Street Fair Date June 8. (done, Thalya is planning to attend)
6) Contact Thalya Reyes about Bio Blitz possibility (done, Thalya is going to contact us but she is thinking of it as a 24-hr thing).

7) Contact Jeff Keller about plantings for River Walk properties (done, Jeff said we can refer to the list he previously sent, also provided a link to a website, said he would be happy to provide consulting services for this)
8) Contact Source Molecular lab to ask about “conclusivity” (not done)
9) Draft EC Annual Report for CY2013 and submit to EC via email for review ahead of February Meeting. (compiled activities based on emails, not based on agenda)
10) Send copy of example Stream Inspection Report to all EC members as an example. (done.)
11) Contact Rudy about status of inspected streams so that we can schedule upcoming inspections. (done)
12) Update Septic Care article to include information about “wipes” – these are not safe for septics and aren’t really save for sewers either! (not done but did compile two articles on this)
Melissa Florance-Lynch:
1) Please check if Joe Golden can make a presentation to the Council about Newark Pompton Turnpike Walkable Communities type changes.  Pending completion of presentation expected in the Spring

2) For Street Fair, put in for a ½ booth for the EC and a ½ booth for Watershed Ambassadors.

Thomas Andrea:
1) Reach out to contact for a potential “Bio-Blitz” survey in town. Not done yet.  Thalya Reyes (watershed ambassador) may also be able to help. Will share with Ralph.
2) Do stream report for Glens area walked with Tom Newman:  BTW, Tom N found his notes.

    http://www.everytrail.com/view_trip.php?trip_id=470637 .
3) Create something to discuss on a Threatened and Endangered Species Ordinance.

4) Check to see if have Tom N’s email regarding ideas for website. Done – found one – will look for a later version.
5) Additionally, send approved minutes, draft agenda and final agenda to clerk and Melissa, will be posted on township website. (recurring)

6) Clerk off distribution list for Environmental Commission. Done

7) Contact Green Sky and Pequannock River Coalition (and cc EC) with Hoe-Down and Street Fair dates. (ongoing)
8) Get email on Environmental Commission setup statutes. (done)
9) NEW: send new EC roster, contact info to ANJEC.

10) NEW: Send Melissa “Grains of Hope Info”

11) NEW: Send Tom M. website admin info
12) NEW:Send our new roster to ANJEC
Philip Dickinson:

Jeff Mauriello:
1) Look into potential grant sources for plantings for Street Walk properties. (done)
2) NEW: Follow up with draft of proposal for Native Planting on Riverside/Turnpike property (tentative) for grant.
Ron Baran:
1) NEW: Look into potential grant sources for plantings for Street Walk properties. I've looked at a few sites for grant information but haven't yet come up with any that would work.
Tom Murphy:

1) Review Tom N’s ideas RE website changes. Need to get the ideas from Tom N.
2) Check into possibility of the EC getting a permit to tap a fire hydrant for watering plantings at a River Walk property; and/or getting a pump to get water from river for same purpose.
Ralph DiBuono: 
1) Contact Green Team to find volunteers for the River Walk property planting initiative. Done
2) Contact Mosquito Commission with date of Street Fair and Hoe Down. 
3) NEW: Bio-Blitz look at email from Thalya Reyes.
Alberta Alleva:
Maryann Maas:

1) NEW: Get up to speed on River Cleanup from info from Rudy.
2) NEW: Master Gardener contact for plantings next to river?
P) General Calendar
April 5th 2014 (Saturday) 2014 River cleanup
June 8, 2014 (Sunday) 2014 Pequannock Street Fair

September 20, 2014 (Saturday) 2014 Hoe Down

Q) Adjournment  10:34pm
Mission Statement

We represent the public and its long-term interests as local environmental advocates.  We work towards these goals by: advising the town council and the planning and zoning boards about a wide range of environmental issues that affect the town; advocating for open-space preservation; keeping residents informed of environmental issues; promoting environmental education; and working with neighboring commissions and other organizations to meet these goals.

