PEQUANNOCK TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, March 12, 2014; 7:30 PM
Pequannock Town Hall

Second Floor Conference Room

A) Call to Order  7:34 pm
B) Roll Call
1) Members (Present/Absent): 
a) Chair: Tom Newman




Present
b) Secretary: Tom Andrea




Present
c) Open Space Liaison: Jeff Mauriello

Present
d) Planning Board Liaison: Philip Dickenson
Present
e) Ron Baran






Present
f) Ralph DiBuono





Present
g) Alberta Alleva





Present
h) Alternate #1: Maryann Maass


Present
i) Alternate #2: Tom Murphy



Absent
j) Council Liaison: Melissa Florance-Lynch
Absent
C) Public Comments (list those in attendance)
D) Special Presentations
E) Approval of Meeting Minutes –2/12/2014  motion accept Jeff, second by Ralph
F) Correspondence ( M – Mail, E – Email) (Will be inserted just before meeting)
1) M2014-005
a) From – Brilliant Environmental Services
b) Date – 2/13/2014
c) Subject –    Response Action Outcome
d) Details –   Former 275 gallon above ground waste oil tank at Lukoil, 729 State Route 23, Pompton Plains was remediated successfully.  There had been a problem, action to remediate.
e) Action – FYI
G) Budget Report (Tom A.)   $650
H) Chairperson’s Report (Tom N.)
I) Town Council Liaison Report  (Melissa)
J) Planning Board Liaison Report  (Philip)
1) Workshop meeting discussion regarding ordinances, setbacks, fences.  Looking at clarifying language, minor changes possible.

2) Ordinances for signs – can we have scrolling signs on the Turnpike, and make it available to commercial districts on Rt. 23.  (Holy Spirit, Library, etc.).

K) Open Space Liaison Report  (Jeff) 
1) Jeff has not filled out any paperwork regarding the grants to support projects that do both of the following:  2014 ANJEC Grant: open space stewardship, and help to raise the profile of the EC in the community through publicity and public participation or collaboration with local groups on the project.
2) Monday Open Space Meeting:  regarding the EC seeking a grant to plant the open space.  Apparently the Open Space committee would prefer to continue to plant with grass—as they say they have been—due to a desire to have the lowest cost. They suggested that we have a joint meeting with Open Space and Parks & Recreation to discuss the matter.  May be able to do one property as a test, Oakwood was suggested. 
L) Green Team (Ralph)
1) Poster contest at the schools is finished.  Getting environmental books for kids as prizes.
2) Also going through anti-idling program.  Hillview is cooperative but are not taking any action.  Barred from approaching cars.

3) In conjunction with Mosquito Commission, Ralph is making a bat house as a project.
M) Business

1) Ditch/Flood Gate inspections  - Due to snow, have not done any inspections.  Jeff noticed that there is a brook down by Sunset and Jacksonville.
2) Mayor’s River Clean Up  – Saturday, April 5th 2014
a) ****   Make Sure Tick Warning is Clear!!!  ***

b) Has lots of ShopRite gift certificate money left

c) Along farm road near town garden is a possibility

d) Alexander Ave jug handle may be a good area

e) Aquatic Park - had a lot of downed trees that have been cleaned out so access is restored

f) Has commitment for 1 ATV so far.

g) Tom N. will pick up Bag 3-dozen bagels from My Bagel Heaven on morning of cleanup

h) Golden China will be donating drinks

i) Food Town will be source of some snack bags

j) Walmart donated 4 big rolls of trash bags and hand sanitizer.

k) First Aid kits ready, with new Benadryl.

l) Boys and Girls clubs 

m)  No scout groups so far
n) Try to assign volunteers near where they live.
o) Tom A, Tom N, Phil, Ralph, Jeff, Ron,, MaryAnn all planning to come 
p) Tom A – Set-up River Cleanup Sign day of cleanup
3) PV Park water quality/clarity – nothing new 
4) Street Fair – June 8, 2014
a) Booths for Green Team, Watershed Ambassador, EC

b) Booth for Morris County Mosquito Commission – confirmed

c) Booth for Green Sky – invited but did not confirm

d) Booth for PRC – Tom A to invite

5) Ho-Down – September 20, 2014
6) Walkable Communities Workshop Program – nothing new yet.
7) Grants
a) Jeff Mauriello - $1,500 per-town Open ANJEC Space Grant for River Walk/ Open Space plantings. April 24, 2014 is the deadline.
8) Ordinances or Resolutions
a) Discuss Tom A’s email on Threatened and Endangered Species. We already have section on Environmental Impact, vague, does not spell out when an EIA is required.  Tom A found a much clarified version of the language, removes ambiguity.  Tom N suggested that Tom A pass this by ANJEC for a check (ANJEC has someone who can give input on that, Tom N could not recall name).

9) Household Hazardous Waste Pick-up 
a) Statistics on October 19, 2013 pick-up. We have not received any response from MCMUA.
10) EC Website – Tom Murphy absent
11) ANJEC Training

a) “Fundamentals for Effective Environmental Commissions” in Morristown on Saturday, March 1 – Tom Andrea and Ralph DiBuono attended.  Tom A sent an email with highlights about the training.  The presentation can be viewed at:

http://www.anjec.org/Presentations.htm 

Three great topics were covered:
1. Environmental Commission Powers and Responsibilities

2. Creating or Updating Environmental/Natural Resource Inventories

3. Land Use Planning and Site Plan Review, Environmental Analysis and Recommendations

12) Bio Blitz, could we do one at Woodland Lake???  Example: http://web.uconn.edu/mnh/bioblitz/  Ralph is taking a look at this, will work with Thalya Reyes, Watershed Ambassador.
13) Environmental Clubs in schools, Tom A. Advisor
a) NBS – Tickle me plants
b) Hillview – Statements to Council on Recycling Center.  

c) Gerace – Doing a movie night “Furry Vengeance, proceeding
d) PV – Constructing a large Styrofoam trap puppet.
14) Environmental Resource Inventory Updates (need to be presented to and approved by the Planning Board).
a) Add new Stream Inspection Reports.

b) Add information about the water blending.

c) Updates to open space per Green Acres purchases – (may already have been done by Land Conservancy **Have Jeff check with Frank Spizzirri).  Updated Open Space maps.
d) Ask Thalya Reyes (Watershed Ambassador) if she can do any GIS updates – open space updates would be a good place to start. (Thalya had previously volunteered to update our GIS!) 
N) Action Items:

All:

1) Website:  Compile list of websites and internet links to include in our new website resource.  Send these to Tom Murphy (cc all please).  
a) Ron: check other EC sites for similar listings

b) Maryanne:  Dodge Foundation has great sites.
2) Town Newsletter:  contribute articles on an ongoing basis – Diane Rizzi asking. Could put stats in about Shredding and HHW stats in there, when Spring Cleanup is.  
3) Do we have any input for town-wide survey being sent out in the spring? 
a) Greenview Pond: to keep with $12K liner, or not to keep?

b) Positives: ice skating, remote control boat, fishing.

c) Negatives: smelly, mosquitos, (requires aerators), 
4) To gain experience, volunteer for a Bio-Blitz in our area.

Tom Newman:

1) Review stream-inspection reports completed since last submittal.  When complete, submit the new reports to Council.  Ongoing 

2) Contact Joe Golden (Township Engineer) to: 

a. Invite him to an EC meeting.  Not done (retain)

b. ask if township has the information on the storm water infrastructure as required by the MS4 permits, including Catch Basins, culverts, or other storm water infrastructure around town – current equipment (cameras, for example) automatically get GIS coordinates and would be suitable for GIS.  The EC will be happy to assist in the process. Not done (retain)

c. Ask how the “Day in the Life of a Water Droplet in Pequannock” field day might be coordinated. Not done (retain)

3) Website – use email that Tom A found to continue website redesign for information clearinghouse. 

4) Draft EC Annual Report for CY2013 and submit to EC via email for review ahead of March Meeting. (compiled activities based on emails, not based on agenda)

Melissa Florance-Lynch:

1) Please check if Joe Golden can make a presentation to the Council about Newark Pompton Turnpike Walkable Communities type changes.  Pending completion of presentation expected in the Spring

2) For Street Fair, put in for a ½ booth for the EC and a ½ booth for Watershed Ambassadors.

Thomas Andrea:

1) Reach out to contact for a potential “Bio-Blitz” survey in town. Not done yet.  Thalya Reyes (watershed ambassador) may also be able to help. Will share with Ralph.

2) Do stream report for Glens area walked with Tom Newman:  BTW, Tom N found his notes.

    http://www.everytrail.com/view_trip.php?trip_id=470637 .

3) Check to see if have Tom N’s email regarding ideas for website. Done – found one – will look for a later version.

4) Additionally, send approved minutes, draft agenda and final agenda to clerk and Melissa, will be posted on township website. (recurring)

5) Contact Green Sky (Done) and Pequannock River Coalition (and cc EC) with Hoe-Down and Street Fair dates. (ongoing)

6) NEW: send new EC roster, contact info to ANJEC. Done
7) NEW: Send Melissa “Grains of Hope Info”. Done
8) NEW: Send Tom M. website admin info. Not Done
9) NEW:Send our new roster to ANJEC. Done
10) Set-up River Cleanup Sign day of cleanup
Philip Dickinson:

Jeff Mauriello:

1. NEW: Follow up with draft of proposal for Native Planting on Riverside/Turnpike property (tentative) for grant.
2. NEW: check with Frank Spizzirri if there are updated Open Space maps for ERI.

Ron Baran:

1) NEW: Look into potential grant sources for plantings for Street Walk properties. I've looked at a few sites for grant information but haven't yet come up with any that would work. Done.
Tom Murphy:

1) Review Tom N’s ideas RE website changes. Need to get the ideas from Tom N.

2) Check into possibility of the EC getting a permit to tap a fire hydrant for watering plantings at a River Walk property; and/or getting a pump to get water from river for same purpose.

Ralph DiBuono: 

1) Contact Mosquito Commission with date of Street Fair and Hoe Down. 

2) NEW: Bio-Blitz look at email from Thalya Reyes. 
Alberta Alleva:
Maryann Maas:

1) NEW: Get up to speed on River Cleanup from info from Rudy. Done.
2) NEW: Master Gardener contact for plantings next to river? Defer to next meeting of the Community Garden at the Senior House.
O) General Calendar
April 5th 2014 (Saturday) 2014 River cleanup
June 8, 2014 (Sunday) 2014 Pequannock Street Fair

September 20, 2014 (Saturday) 2014 Hoe Down

P) Adjournment   9:14pm
Mission Statement

We represent the public and its long-term interests as local environmental advocates.  We work towards these goals by: advising the town council and the planning and zoning boards about a wide range of environmental issues that affect the town; advocating for open-space preservation; keeping residents informed of environmental issues; promoting environmental education; and working with neighboring commissions and other organizations to meet these goals.

