PEQUANNOCK TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, May 14, 2014
Pequannock Town Hall

Second Floor Conference Room

A) Call to Order  7:33pm
B) Roll Call
1) Members (Present/Absent): 
a) Chair: Tom Newman




present
b) Secretary: Tom Andrea




present
c) Open Space Liaison: Jeff Mauriello

absent
d) Planning Board Liaison: Philip Dickenson
present
e) Ron Baran






present
f) Ralph DiBuono





present
g) Alberta Alleva





absent
h) Alternate #1: Maryann Maass


present
i) Alternate #2: Tom Murphy


 
absent
j) Council Liaison: Melissa Florance-Lynch
present
C) Public Comments (list those in attendance)
D) Special Presentations
E) Approval of Meeting Minutes –4/9/2014 Phil motioned to accept, Ralph seconds.
F) Correspondence ( M – Mail, E – Email) (Will be inserted just before meeting)
1) M2014-006

a) From – Pequannock Township Mayor, Melissa Florance-Lynch 

b) Date – 4/30/2014

c) Subject – Thank you letters for donations for River Cleanup
d) Details –  Copies of letters sent
e) Action – FYI
G) Budget Report (Tom A.)   $650 – $328.35 (if approved) = $321.65
100 x Go-Again Cooler Bag (B.Cool) = $100.00

250 x Large Blank Bag (BL001) = $25.00

50 x Wallet Shopping Bag (WLT1) = $5.00

Sub-Total: $130.00

United Parcel Service (5 x 24lbs) (Ground): $198.35

Total: $328.35
Tom Andrea fronted the money for this; the EC voted unanimously that this is an approved expenditure. 
H) Chairperson’s Report (Tom N.)
1) Gave an update to the Council during the last month.  Will distribute a copy of the PowerPoint and the letter that was sent to the Council.

I) Town Council Liaison Report  (Melissa)
1) At Tom N’s suggestion, Melissa will send a thank-you note “for support during the River Cleanup” to the SCUBA shop on Rt 23 S.

2) Street Fair: Melissa will reserve 4 half-tables = 2 full tables  (Mosquito Commission, Watershed Ambassador, Green Team, EC).  

a) Note that this is a Chamber event and is a fund-raiser. 

b) Note that there will be a set of recycling cans and garbage cans, but there is an issue of who will process the garbage bag transfer to the dumpsters.  

c) Tom N will send an email to the ET and Green Team to see if volunteers can be found to process the recycling/garbage. 
3) Village Sewer project is getting underway.

4) Greeview Pond Repair:  a cost-effective solution is being tried to repair the liner.  If Mosquito Commission cleans out pond will line with clay before refilling.
5) Castle Project: Town Council has been reviewing the developers agreement

6) Barbara Cook is the Citizen of the Year

7) Melissa requested that attendance be reported on for 2014.
8) Flood Committee looking into going for grants to help with elevation costs of homes in the flood area.
J) Planning Board Liaison Report  (Philip)
1) No meeting was held.  Melissa said Council got sign ordinance change recommendation, side-yard fence heights (4 ft) and deck height threshold to be considered part of the dwelling.
K) Open Space Liaison Report  (Jeff) Jeff absent.  Tom A reported:
1) Jeff reported that we did not get the Open Space Grant.

2) Easements are the main issue.  Businesses are all case by case regarding the easements.  

3) Some closings coming up.

L) Green Team (Ralph)

1) Awards were given at the Council meeting for anti-idling posters

2) Anti-Idling has 48 percent decrease in idling! (of course the weather cooperated too!)

3) Grant writer – available for Sustainable NJ?  Would help.
4) Need help submitting information, maybe Jay Delaney could hunt down documents.
M) Business

1) Ditch/Flood Gate inspections  - Tom N will put together a report for the inspection of Spring Brook from Jackson to Rt. 23.
2) PV Park water quality/clarity – Lowered the water level very far and are cleaning out the muck, also depositing new sand.  Big opening party on Saturday May 24th.
3) Street Fair - June 8 2014, 10-5 (setup 7am, breakdown till 8:30)
a) Run for Marge is that morning.  Ron will try to get to the booth.

b) EC has a 10x10 tent (equal to two half table spots)

c) Ralph has a 10x10 tent (equal to two half-table spots)

d) Topics: recycling, proper disposal, flushable wipes. 

e) Manning the booth:  Ralph will be there close to the whole time and will bring the tents for EC and his personal for the Green Team.  Ron Maryann and Tom A will be there when they can.  Tom N will not be here that weekend.  
4) Ho-Down - Sep 20, 2014
5) Community Garden – Maryann:  Joe Jorgensen and Robin Jones are the leaders of the group, which had a meeting and decided they should be looking at expanding, but cost of fence is very high (about $4K). New Bridge: go to Morristown a couple times a week – seems like they would be interested in looking at plots in our garden. Green Team includes Community Garden projects – there may be an opportunity.  Note: Heidi at Parks & Rec is leaving; she was spearheading this.  Now Robin Jones is a Master Gardener.

6) Walkable Communities Workshop Program
7) Grants – Jeff reported we did not win the grant. We will need to ask Jeff if they told us why.
8) Ordinances or Resolutions
a) Discuss Tom A’s email on Threatened and Endangered Species – Tom A will make “Executive Summary”.  ANJEC let Tom A know he could email Debbie Kratzer from Kingwood EC about the ordinance; her town enacted a Threatened and Endangered Species ordinance.
9) Household Hazardous Waste Pick-up – Tom N has not heard back from MCMUA.  Tom N. will reach out again to see if they can get us on their list. 
10) EC Website – Tom Murphy

11) ANJEC Training - 
12) Bio Blitz, could we do one at Woodland Lake???  On Sat. April 12, Rich walked with Thalia around Woodland Lake.  She said there is a bio-blitz in Union County June 13-14.  Aquatic team looks for macro-invertebrates, a reptile team looks for reptiles.  Can do a class for 3 hours beforehand.  Can do a 3-hr blitz or a 24-hour blitz.  Can invite experts from the County.  Ralph noticed a lot of vines choking the trees when he walked. Also noticed something in the water looking like a muddy cloud almost like there were a series of discharges. Ralph will see if it’s possible to do one this year.  Bioblitz Example: http://web.uconn.edu/mnh/bioblitz/ 

13) Environmental Clubs in schools, Tom A. Advisor
a) NBS – Tickle me plants – 19 Tickle-me plants will be given teachers at NBS during 5/23 Teacher appreciation Luncheon. Club done for 2013/2014 school year.
b) Hillview – Statements to Council on Recycling Center. Successfully went before Council requesting a recycling center in town on 4/22/2014.  Nice article in Suburban Trends with picture.  This will be a survey question so Council wants to see resident’s response to a recycling center.  Last meeting was 5/14/14, for 2013/2014 school year.
c) Gerace – Did a movie night “Furry Vengeance, went very well, well attended. One more meeting for 2013/2014 school year.
d) PV – Constructing a large Styrofoam tray puppet.  One more meeting for 2013/2014 school year, 

e) Pequannock Environmental Clubs will be marching in this year’s Memorial Day Parade and the puppet will be used during the parade.  Would any Environmental Commission Member and their families like to march in the parade with us?
14) Environmental Resource Inventory Updates (need to be presented to and approved by the Planning Board).
a) Add new Stream Inspection Reports.

b) Add information about the water blending.

c) Updates to open space per Green Acres purchases – (may already have been done by Land Conservancy ** Jeff to check with Frank Spizzirri).

d) Ask Thalya Reyes (Watershed Ambassador) if she can do any GIS updates – open space updates would be a good place to start. (Thalya had previously volunteered to update our GIS!) 
15) Possible screening of “Open Spaces & Historic Places in Morris County” here in town.
16) Rain Garden Training and Construction.  Tom A. reported that Joe Golden had earlier Rain Garden Training and this last weekend they had the actual construction.  Brian Van Wart’s Eagle Scout project done with help from master gardeners and other volunteers.  Joe Golden will also be running a training session at the library as a certified trainer.
N) Action Items:

All:

1) Website:  Compile list of websites and internet links to include in our new website resource.  Send these to Tom Murphy (cc all please).  

a) Ron: check other EC sites for similar listings

b) Maryanne:  Dodge Foundation has great sites.

2) Town Newsletter Quarterly:  contribute articles on an ongoing basis – Diane Rizzi asking. Next one is June, so submit by May 30.  Tom A will work on.
3) Do we have any input for town-wide survey being sent out in the spring? 

4) To gain experience, volunteer for a Bio-Blitz in our area.

5) Volunteer for the Street Fair to man the booth and/or handle recycle bins and trash bins.

Tom Newman:

1) Review stream-inspection reports completed since last submittal.  When complete, submit the new reports to Council.  Ongoing 

2) Contact Joe Golden (Township Engineer) to: 

a. Invite him to an EC meeting.  Not done (retain)

b. Ask if township has the information on the storm water infrastructure as required by the MS4 permits, including Catch Basins, culverts, or other storm water infrastructure around town – current equipment (cameras, for example) automatically get GIS coordinates and would be suitable for GIS.  The EC will be happy to assist in the process. Not done (retain)

c. Ask how the “Day in the Life of a Water Droplet in Pequannock” field day might be coordinated. Not done (retain)

3) Website – use email that Tom A found to continue website redesign for information clearinghouse.  Retain
4) Present to Council on April 22 about 2013 accomplishments and goals for 2014.  All EC members invited. DONE
5) NEW: Send an email soliciting volunteers for Street Fair to EC and Green Team.  DONE
Melissa Florance-Lynch:

1) Please check if Joe Golden can make a presentation to the Council about Newark Pompton Turnpike Walkable Communities type changes.  Pending completion of presentation expected in the Spring.  Draft coming. Retain
2) For Street Fair, put in for a ½ booth for the EC and a ½ booth for Watershed Ambassadors.  Retain
3) Put in for ½ booth for Green Team and ½ booth for Morris County Mosquito Commission. Retain
4) Forward Blue Line inspection reports get to Bill Perira, Council, Dave Hollberg, etc. Done
5) Add EC as a presentation on April 22. Done
6) Check April 18, 2015 as River Cleanup (or last Saturday in March as a backup). Done
7) New: send a thank you for your support letter to the SCUBA shop on Rt 23 South in Pompton Plains.

Thomas Andrea:

1) Do stream report for Glens area walked with Tom Newman:  BTW, Tom N found his notes.

    http://www.everytrail.com/view_trip.php?trip_id=470637 .

2) Check to see if have Tom N’s email regarding ideas for website. Done – found one – will look for a later version.

3) Additionally, send approved minutes, draft agenda and final agenda to clerk and Melissa, will be posted on township website. (recurring)

4) NEW: Send Tom M. website admin info. Done

Philip Dickinson:

Jeff Mauriello:

1. NEW: check with Frank Spizzirri if there are updated Open Space maps for ERI. Not done.

Ron Baran:

Tom Murphy:

1) Review Tom N’s ideas RE website changes. Need to get the ideas from Tom N. Ongoing.

Ralph DiBuono: 

1) NEW: Bio-Blitz look at email from Thalya Reyes.  Done, will be meeting Thalia on Monday April 14.
Alberta Alleva:

Maryann Maas:

1) : Master Gardener contact for plantings next to river? Defer to next meeting of the Community Garden at the Senior House. Maryann spoke to Ed Hursky, who will get back to him about this. Done.
2) New: will check into websites links.

O) General Calendar
June 8, 2014 (Sunday) 2014 Pequannock Street Fair

September 20, 2014 (Saturday) 2014 Hoe Down

P) Adjournment  9:33pm 
Mission Statement

We represent the public and its long-term interests as local environmental advocates.  We work towards these goals by: advising the town council and the planning and zoning boards about a wide range of environmental issues that affect the town; advocating for open-space preservation; keeping residents informed of environmental issues; promoting environmental education; and working with neighboring commissions and other organizations to meet these goals.

