PEQUANNOCK TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, June 11, 2014; 7:30 PM
Pequannock Town Hall

Second Floor Conference Room

A) Call to Order 7:37pm
B) Roll Call
1) Members (Present/Absent): 
a) Chair: Tom Newman




present
b) Secretary: Tom Andrea




absent
c) Open Space Liaison: Jeff Mauriello

absent
d) Planning Board Liaison: Philip Dickenson
present
e) Ron Baran






present
f) Ralph DiBuono





present
g) Alberta Alleva





absent
h) Alternate #1: Maryann Maass


present
i) Council Liaison: Melissa Florance-Lynch
present
C) Public Comments (list those in attendance)
D) Special Presentations
E) Approval of Meeting Minutes – 5/14/2014 motion to approve by Phil, seconded Ron.
F) Correspondence ( M – Mail, E – Email) (Will be inserted just before meeting)
1) M2014-007

a) From – Cramer Ecological Services, LLC
b) Date – 5/22/2014
c) Subject – Freshwater Wetlands-Statewide General Permit
d) Details –  Wastewater Pump Generator at Block 1704, Lot 3 – Tax records search – 1431_1704_3 0.6064 Acres 19 BROOKLAWN DR ALBANO, LOUIS & MARIANNE 19 BROOKLAWN DR POMPTON PLAINS N J 07444

e) Action – FYI
2) M2014-009

a) From – Jay Wanczyk

b) Date – 6/2014?

c) Subject – The Martin Berry House

d) Details –  A pamphlet with information about and preserving the Martin Berry House.

e) Comments – Maryann says the house is a duplicate of another house in Wayne. 

f) Action – FYI
3) M2014-008

a) From – Pequannock River Coalition

b) Date – June 2014

c) Subject – Newsletter

d) Details –  PRC Temperature Monitoring Guide Published - http://www.pequannockriver.org/docs/pequannock%20temp%20monitoring.pdf and other news

e) Action – FYI

f) Comments:  although some talk has been heard regarding “explosiveness” as a hazard, but another consideration concerns leaking.
G) Budget Report (Tom A.)   $321.65
H) Chairperson’s Report (Tom N.)
1) Attendance report: results provided to Melissa; note that attendance at meetings alone does not necessarily reflect overall participation.
2) Certificate of participation for a participant in a prior-year stream cleanup (a student looking for Honor Society “credits”)

I) Town Council Liaison Report  (Melissa)
1) Bamboo Issue:  a couple came to the last council meeting complaining about bamboo from a neighbor.  Melissa and Dave Kohl visited, took photos, sent to Tom A.  Melissa asked what the EC’s position is:
a) Tom N said this has come up before, and Dave Hollberg advised the EC that ordinances regarding this issue are problematic, in part because it can be difficult to prove the source of some plants.  The component prohibiting the sale of noxious plants is problematic due to opposition by landscaping groups.

b) EC agrees that noxious plants are an issue and that resolutions such as Wayne’s may be the bestway for municipalities to control the problem.    Melissa asked for a list of “noxious” plants that would be included for such listing – Ralph will look for that. Another way is to limit sale of certain plants in town, but since most residents probably purchase plants outside of town, this solution would have limited impact.
2) Water Quality Report –  are the water-quality testing results shown only for the well water, not the mixture after blending?
J) Planning Board Liaison Report  (Philip)
1) One meeting was held but that concerned signage.

K) Open Space Liaison Report  (Jeff) absent
L) Green Team (Ralph)

1) Street Fair – at street fair, put up posters designed/drawn by students including the 3 winners.  Spoke about anti-idling and other topics. 

2) Interest is waning in Green Team.  A lot of work to get the credits needed.  Now down to 3 people, but there is a new person interested.

3) Ron commented that getting credits is not the purpose of the Green Team, need passionate members.

4) Lisa Martinus had asked about going to DPW about signage.

M) Business

1) Ditch/Flood Gate inspections  - 
a) Tom N has not had time to pull together the photos from the Spring Brook inspection.

2) PV Park water quality/clarity – From http://www.peqtwp.org/documents/health/PV%20Park/PV_Park_2014_Bacterial_Results.pdf so far Fecal Coliform levels are excellent (very low). 
3) Street Fair - June 8 2014 – Review:
a) Tom A, Ralph, Ron, Jeff, Tom M manned the booth

b) Bat house, Flushable Wipes display

c) Thalya (watershed ambassador) didn’t show up.

d) Mosquito Commission was there all day.

e) Booths were small, needed more tables.
f) Melissa: 

4) Ho-Down - Sep 20, 2014
a) Will need to develop a theme.  Making a bat house is a possible idea for the Green Team or E.C. especially in conjunction with Mosquito Commission.

b) Mosquito Commission - Ralph

c) NY NJ Trail Commission – Ron

d) Green Sky – Tom A.

e) Master Gardener – Maryann to reach out to Mr. Heretsky

5) Walkable Communities Workshop Program – Melissa says schedule is going to be implemented this year but specifics are not available.
6) Grants - nothing
7) Ordinances or Resolutions
a) Discuss Tom A’s email on Threatened and Endangered Species – Tom A sent to ANJEC, who is looking to find someone qualified to review it. Tom A will make “Executive Summary”.  I can email Debbie Kratzer from Kingwood EC, her town enacted ordinance.
b) Bamboo Ordinance, should we recommend to the Council that they adopt an ordinance like Wayne’s about noxious weeds and plants.  If so any changes?  Create a list of noxious plants to be covered by the ordinance (Ralph will work on this).
8) Household Hazardous Waste Pick-up – Tom N contacted Tom Burbridge and got statistics on pickups.  668 cars came to the October 19, 2013 and dropped off .  Tom N will circulate the materials.
9) EC Website – Tom Murphy

a) Trout Unlimited – has a website, does environmental work in Pequannock River

b) Maryann also has some links and will send to group

10) ANJEC Training – none since last meeting
11) Bio Blitz, could we do one at Woodland Lake???  We will not be able to do one in Pequannock this year, but we should consider this for next year.  In meantime, we should learn more about them.  Example: http://web.uconn.edu/mnh/bioblitz/  - Tom Andrea and sons are going to this bio blitz in Union County, they will be volunteering to look at macro invertebrates from 1pm to 5pm on Saturday, 6/14.
12) Environmental Clubs in schools, Tom A. Advisor – As soon as public schools are out, will plan dates for next school year’s Environmental Clubs.
a) NBS – 

b) Hillview – 

c) Gerace –.
d) PV –
13) Environmental Resource Inventory Updates (need to be presented to and approved by the Planning Board).
a) Add new Stream Inspection Reports.

b) Add information about the water blending.

c) Updates to open space per Green Acres purchases – (may already have been done by Land Conservancy **Have Jeff check with Frank Spizzirri).

14) Possible screening of “Open Spaces & Historic Places in Morris County” here in town.  Tom Andrea purchased copy of film, just waiting for it to arrive. Tom A to distribute when he receives.
15) Rain Garden Training and Construction – How to create a Rain Garden in your Backyard – Pequannock Library – 6/19/2014 7pm by Joe Golden, (973) 835-7460 to reserve a seat.  Canceled due to lack of attendees.
16) Community Garden – (Maryann) – garden was expanded; new area is fenced using money from town-wide garage sale.  Already the garden is full of bugs. 
N) Action Items:

All:

1) Website:  Compile list of websites and internet links to include in our new website resource.  Send these to Tom Murphy (cc all please).  

a) Ron: check other EC sites for similar listings - retain
b) Maryanne:  Dodge Foundation has great sites.

2) Town Newsletter Quarterly:  contribute articles on an ongoing basis – Diane Rizzi asking. Do we have any input for town-wide survey being sent out in the spring?  Melissa said they revised the survey; new draft will be reviewed by Council soon. 

3) To gain experience, volunteer for a Bio-Blitz in our area.

Tom Newman:

1) Review stream-inspection reports completed since last submittal.  When complete, submit the new reports to Council.  Ongoing 

2) Contact Joe Golden (Township Engineer) to: 

a. Invite him to an EC meeting.  Not done (retain)

b. Ask if township has the information on the storm water infrastructure as required by the MS4 permits, including Catch Basins, culverts, or other storm water infrastructure around town – current equipment (cameras, for example) automatically get GIS coordinates and would be suitable for GIS.  The EC will be happy to assist in the process. Not done (retain)

c. Ask how the “Day in the Life of a Water Droplet in Pequannock” field day might be coordinated. Not done (retain)

3) Website – use email that Tom A found to continue website redesign for information clearinghouse.  Retain

4) Circulate the materials about Household Hazardous Waste Day. Done
5) Circulate free on-line poll website.  Done
Melissa Florance-Lynch:

1) Please check if Joe Golden can make a presentation to the Council about Newark Pompton Turnpike Walkable Communities type changes.  Pending completion of presentation expected in the Spring.  Draft coming. Retain

2) Forward Blue Line inspection reports get to Bill Perira, Council, Dave Hollberg, etc. Done

3) Check April 18, 2015 as River Cleanup (or last Saturday in March as a backup). Done

4) Send a thank you for your support letter to the SCUBA shop on Rt 23 South in Pompton Plains.

Thomas Andrea:

1) Do stream report for Glens area walked with Tom Newman:  BTW, Tom N found his notes.

    http://www.everytrail.com/view_trip.php?trip_id=470637 .

2) Check to see if have Tom N’s email regarding ideas for website. Done – found one – will look for a later version.

3) Additionally, send approved minutes, draft agenda and final agenda to clerk and Melissa, will be posted on township website. (recurring)

4) Contact Green Sky about being at Hoedown.

5) Look into a local showing of “Open Spaces & Historic Places in Morris County”.
Philip Dickinson:

Jeff Mauriello:

1. Check with Frank Spizzirri if there are updated Open Space maps for ERI. Not done.

Ron Baran:

1) Contact NY NJ Trail Commission about being at Hoedown.

2) Work on  a Bamboo Ordinance.

Tom Murphy:

1) Review Tom N’s ideas RE website changes. Need to get the ideas from Tom N. Ongoing.

Ralph DiBuono: 

1) Get a list of “noxious” plants for Melissa, possible exclude from sale.
2) Contact Mosquito Commission about being at Hoedown.

Alberta Alleva:

Maryann Maas:

1) Get information from Master Gardener Ed Hursky about plantings next to river
2) Will check into websites links.
3) Contact Master Gardener, Mr. Heretsky, about being at Hoedown.

4) Has some links for website and will send them to everyone.

O) General Calendar
September 20, 2014 (Saturday) 2014 Hoe Down

P) Adjournment  9:11pm
Mission Statement

We represent the public and its long-term interests as local environmental advocates.  We work towards these goals by: advising the town council and the planning and zoning boards about a wide range of environmental issues that affect the town; advocating for open-space preservation; keeping residents informed of environmental issues; promoting environmental education; and working with neighboring commissions and other organizations to meet these goals.

