PEQUANNOCK TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, July 9, 2014; 7:30 PM
Pequannock Town Hall

Second Floor Conference Room

A) Call to Order  7:37pm
B) Roll Call
1) Members (Present/Absent): 
a) Chair: Tom Newman




present
b) Secretary: Tom Andrea




absent
c) Open Space Liaison: Jeff Mauriello

present
d) Planning Board Liaison: Philip Dickenson
present
e) Ron Baran






absent
f) Ralph DiBuono





absent
g) Alberta Alleva





absent
h) Alternate #1: Maryann Maass


present
i) Alternate #2: Thom Murphy



absent
j) Council Liaison: Melissa Florance-Lynch
present
C) Public Comments (list those in attendance)
D) Special Presentations
E) Approval of Meeting Minutes – 5/11/2014:  Maryann motioned and Phil seconded.
F) Correspondence ( M – Mail, E – Email) 
1) M2014-010
a) From – Mianecki Consulting Engineers
b) Date – 6/10/2014
c) Subject – Flood Hazard Area Permit Application

d) Details –  Reconstruction of aircraft taxiways and the replacement of above ground storage tanks at Lincoln Park Airport.
e) Action – FYI
f) Comments: this would not be an environmental issue unless (1) the taxiways are to be expanded or (2) the storage tanks are to be enlarged.  Since the application does not indicate that the “replacement” involves any expansion or enlargement, the Environmental Commission has no comment.
G) Budget Report (Tom A.)   $321.65
H) Chairperson’s Report (Tom N.)
1) Stickers to put on TVs (we need to ask Ralph if he got these)

I) Town Council Liaison Report  (Melissa)
1) Obnoxious plants issue:  Council feels that passing a resolution such as Wayne’s would be “overgoverning” but if more people complain then the Council would reconsider.

2) Village sewer construction continues. Includes Sunset Road sewer construction underway. In all, 400 more property owners to hook in once complete.  Project cost is $16M. 

3) Sidewalk projects are underway, mostly along Boulevard. 
J) Planning Board Liaison Report  (Philip)
1) Signage issues.  Approved requests for nonconforming signs.  Sent recommended sign ordinance to Council.
K) Open Space Liaison Report  (Jeff)
1) Next meeting is next week.

L) Green Team (Ralph) (Ralph absent)
1) New person added to roster.

M) Business

1) Blue Line inspections  - could do one along Beaver Brook road in the summer.  May be able to tie into the inspection we are doing with Lincoln Park as part of de-snagging, perhaps a “before and after” inspection.
2) PV Park water quality/clarity – From http://www.peqtwp.org/documents/health/PV%20Park/PV_Park_2014_Bacterial_Results.pdf so far Fecal Coliforms are excellent (very low). 
3) Ho-Down - Sep 20, 2014
a) Will need to develop a theme.  
1. Sewers & Septics Theme!!  Timely given the Village Sewer Project. Can also tie in the following:
a. Quiz: Are You On Sewer Or Septic?1
i. For Those On Sewers:

1. Where does your wastewater go?2
2. What to do if there’s a backup?

3. Do you need to worry about wipes?3
4. What should you avoid flushing?

ii. For Those On Septics:

1. Where does your wastewater go? 2
2. How should you maintain your septic system?

3. Do you need to worry about wipes? 3
4. What should you avoid flushing?

b. 1 Areas in town on sewer/septic and new projects

c. 2 Could tie into “A Day In The Life of a Water Drop”- sources and fate of water used in Pequannock
d. 3 Wipes demonstration. 

2. Making a bat house is a possible idea for the Green Team or E.C. especially in conjunction with Mosquito Commission.

b) Contacting Other Environmental-Related Parties to Attend the Hoe Down:

1. Mosquito Commission - Ralph

2. NY NJ Trail Commission – Ron

3. Green Sky – Tom A.

4. Master Gardener – Maryann to reach out to Mr. Heretsky (Maryann will reach out to him on Thursday)
5. Green Team – Ralph (coordinate themes?)

c) Prizes

1. Tough if tied to theme; perhaps a large package of single-ply toilet paper? Plunger?  Plumbing products?

2. Other ideas?
4) Walkable Communities Workshop Program
a) $31K into budget for improvements!  Crosswalk painting, signage (mounted radar speed signs, drive like your kids live here, etc.)
5) Grants
a) Already got desnagging grants ($400K), one with Lincoln Park on Beaver Brook ($150K), other with Pompton Lakes and Riverdale ($250K)
6) Ordinances or Resolutions
a) Discuss Tom A’s email on Threatened and Endangered Species – Tom A sent to ANJEC, who is looking to find someone qualified to review it. Tom A will make “Executive Summary”.  I can email Debbie Kratzer from Kingwood EC, her town enacted ordinance.
b) Bamboo Ordinance, should we recommend to the Council that they adopt an ordinance like Wayne’s about noxious weeds and plants.  Per Council’s decision, this is a dead issue (again)
7) Household Hazardous Waste Pick-up – Nothing scheduled at this time.  MCMUA typically schedules the year in October/November of prior year.  MCMUA has stated that they will not return to Pequannock based on 2013 experience with Police Department.
8) EC Website – (Tom Murphy absent, no report)
9) Green Team: (Ralph absent, no report)
10) ANJEC Training – none since last meeting
11) Bio Blitz, could we do one at Woodland Lake in 2015???  Example: http://web.uconn.edu/mnh/bioblitz/  - 
12) Environmental Clubs in schools: (Tom A. Advisor) absent, no report)
13) Environmental Resource Inventory Updates (need to be presented to and approved by the Planning Board).
a) Add new Stream Inspection Reports.

b) Add information about the water blending.

c) Updates to open space per Green Acres purchases – (may already have been done by Land Conservancy ** Jeff checked with Frank Spizzirri, who said he was holding off having Land Conservancy do changes until completed)
d) Updates to Sewered/Septic Areas – pending completion of current project.
14) Community Garden – (Maryann)
a) Was expanded. But infested with bugs.  People starting with sprays so no longer organic. Some concern from area residents about the garden.
N) Action Items:

All:

1) Website:  Compile list of websites and internet links to include in our new website resource.  Send these to Tom Murphy (cc all please).  

2) Town Newsletter Quarterly:  contribute articles on an ongoing basis – Diane Rizzi asking. Do we have any input for town-wide survey being sent out in the spring?  Next one due in September.
3) To gain experience, volunteer for a Bio-Blitz in our area.
4) NEW: Hoe Down on Sep 20:  Ideas for Prizes, participation.
Tom Newman:

1) Review stream-inspection reports completed since last submittal.  When complete, submit the new reports to Council.  Ongoing 

2) Contact Joe Golden (Township Engineer) to: 

a. Invite him to an EC meeting.  Not done (retain)

b. Ask if township has the information on the storm water infrastructure as required by the MS4 permits, including Catch Basins, culverts, or other storm water infrastructure around town – current equipment (cameras, for example) automatically get GIS coordinates and would be suitable for GIS.  The EC will be happy to assist in the process. Not done (retain)

c. Ask how the “Day in the Life of a Water Droplet in Pequannock” field day might be coordinated. Not done (retain) Maybe introduce this at the Hoe Down.
3) Website – use email that Tom A found to continue website redesign for information clearinghouse.  Retain

4) Circulate the results from the Household Hazardous Waste Day (October 19, 2013). Done
5) NEW: Develop Quiz Questions with Visuals and handouts for “Sewers/Septics” at Hoe Down.
Melissa Florance-Lynch:

1) Please check if Joe Golden can make a presentation to the Council about Newark Pompton Turnpike Walkable Communities type changes.  Pending completion of presentation expected in the spring.  Draft coming. Retain

2) Send a thank you for your support letter to the SCUBA shop on Rt 23 South in Pompton Plains. Not done yet.
Thomas Andrea:

1) Do stream report for Glens area walked with Tom Newman:  BTW, Tom N found his notes.

    http://www.everytrail.com/view_trip.php?trip_id=470637 .

2) Contact Green Sky about being at Hoedown.

Philip Dickinson:

Jeff Mauriello:

1. Check with Frank Spizzirri if there are updated Open Space maps for ERI. Done.

Ron Baran:

1) Contact NY NJ Trail Commission about being at Hoedown.

2) Ron: check other EC sites for similar listings - retain

Tom Murphy:

1) Review Tom N’s ideas RE website changes. Need to get the ideas from Tom N. Ongoing.

Ralph DiBuono: 

1) Get a list of “noxious” plants for Melissa, possible exclude from sale. Done.
2) Contact Mosquito Commission about being at Hoedown.

Alberta Alleva:

Maryann Maas:

1) Get information from Master Gardener Ed Hursky about plantings next to river. Not done yet.
2) Contact Master Gardener, Mr. Heretsky, about being at Hoedown.

3) Has some links for website and will send them to everyone. Compiled but in handwritten form; will submit electronic file.
O) General Calendar
September 20, 2014 (Saturday) 2014 Hoe Down

P) Adjournment  8:38pm
Mission Statement

We represent the public and its long-term interests as local environmental advocates.  We work towards these goals by: advising the town council and the planning and zoning boards about a wide range of environmental issues that affect the town; advocating for open-space preservation; keeping residents informed of environmental issues; promoting environmental education; and working with neighboring commissions and other organizations to meet these goals.

