PEQUANNOCK TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, September 10, 2014; 7:30 PM
Pequannock Town Hall

Second Floor Conference Room

A) Call to Order  7:36pm
B) Roll Call
1) Members (Present/Absent): 
a) Chair: Tom Newman




present
b) Secretary: Tom Andrea




late
c) Open Space Liaison: Jeff Mauriello

present
d) Planning Board Liaison: Philip Dickenson
absent
e) Ron Baran






absent
f) Ralph DiBuono





present
g) Alberta Alleva





present
h) Alternate #1: Maryann Maass


present
i) Alternate #2: Tom Murphy



absent
j) Council Liaison: Melissa Florance-Lynch
present
C) Public Comments (list those in attendance)
D) Special Presentations
E) Approval of Meeting Minutes – 8/13/2014 motion to accept by Alberta, seconded by Ralph
F) Correspondence ( M – Mail, E – Email) (Will be inserted just before meeting) (None)
G) Budget Report (Tom A.)   $321.65
H) Chairperson’s Report (Tom N.)
I) Town Council Liaison Report  (Melissa)
1) Manager’s report: sewers in Village area progressing; paving will be done next year after soil has time to settle.
2) Washington Park project – soil removal is complete, park master plan being evaluated

3) Sign ordinance – being evaluated
4) Greenview Pond Repair – bentonite liner was installed, along with a new deck.  Features for habitat for fish (anti-mosquitos)

5) Garbage contract is coming up for renewal – Township looking for volunteers to be on the Garbage Committee

6) A contract has been awarded for additional de-snagging along the Pompton River/Pequannock River
7) Pilgrim Pipeline – Parsippany letter opposing the Pilgrim Pipeline

J) Planning Board Liaison Report  (Philip) not present
K) Open Space Liaison Report  (Jeff) 
1) Finalized design for River Walk, signs for trail markers being ordered, signs to limits of easements

L) Green Team (Ralph)

1) Looking to buy “no idling” signs for schools (working with school board) 

2) G.T. is not participating in the Hoe Down! 
3) Walkable Communities – getting cross-walks where they go, looking at bike lanes, 

4) Ralph noticed that some benches around Woodland lake are in disrepair and some are covered with vines. Could be part of a walking/bike trail connected with a future rail line, etc.

M) Business

1) Ditch/Flood Gate inspections  - no progress
2) PV Park water quality/clarity – Alberta:  PV Park not closed once this season, note that the lake bottom was cleaned for the first time this year, and it was also cooler this summer.  There had been a couple of high readings but re-testing showed no issue.
3) Ho-Down - Sep 20, 2014
a) Theme.  
1. Sewers & Septics Theme!!  Timely given the Village Sewer Project. Can also tie in the following:

a. Quiz: Are You On Sewer Or Septic?1
i. For Those On Sewers:

1. Where does your wastewater go?2
2. What to do if there’s a backup?

3. Do you need to worry about wipes?3
4. What should you avoid flushing?

ii. For Those On Septics:

1. Where does your wastewater go? 2
2. How should you maintain your septic system?

3. Do you need to worry about wipes? 3
4. What should you avoid flushing?

b. Areas in town on sewer/septic and new projects

c. Wipes demonstration. 

d. Materials (handouts) to distribute:  

i. NJDEP fliers on septics/septic care

ii. DEP regulations addressing septics

iii. maps of newly sewered areas in town.

e. Note: capacity left after this includes Pequannock 1st and 2nd.
b) Contacting Other Environmental-Related Parties to Attend the Hoe Down (with contact person shown):

1. Mosquito Commission – Ralph says they WILL participate
2. NY NJ Trail Commission – (Ron to contact)???
3. Green Sky (Tom A.) – NO – they went out of business
4. Master Gardener – (Maryann) – Not participating
5. Green Team – (Ralph) -  NOT participating
c) Prizes

1. Vote was Unanimous vote for ~$100 worth of Brita water bottles with built-in filters (BJs sale)
2. Other items as give-aways:
a. Cooler bags

b. Regular (large bags)

c. Older (largest bags)

d. Small (wallet bags)

e. Pencils

d) Manning (setup from 8am – 10am, Hoe Down 11am-5pm) 

1. Tom Newman – available to set up, all day
2. Ralph B – available all day
3. Mary Anne – bouncing around

4. Alberta – available after 3pm

5. Tom A – not available (but he’ll drop off bags)

6. Jeff – not available

7. Ron Baran – not available?
8. Tom Murphy – will be there some of the time
4) Walkable Communities Workshop Program – nothing to report
5) Grants – nothing to report
6) Ordinances or Resolutions
a) Discuss Tom A’s email on Threatened and Endangered Species – Tom A sent to ANJEC, who is looking to find someone qualified to review it. Tom A will make “Executive Summary” and email to Debbie Kratzer from Kingwood EC, her town enacted ordinance.
b) Pilgrim Pipeline:  May pass through Pequannock carrying crude oil.  Ask Council for a Resolution opposing? Discussion: not enough information here to make a decision.  What is the route?  What protections would there be?
c) Tuxedo, Sterling Forest Casino - Genting Americas wants to build a $1.5 billion casino on the forest's periphery.  The waste from this casino could affect the water quality of rivers flowing through Pequannock.  Ask Council for a Resolution opposing? Discussion: T.Newman said that wastewater from such a facility would require a discharge permit with water-quality-based effluent limits (WQBELs) showing no adverse impact downstream, so that is not a basis to oppose.  Loss of the area’s forest, increase in impervious area and impacts on flooding would be issues worth looking into, but need more information if we are going to take a position.
7) Household Hazardous Waste Pick-up – none scheduled yet
8) EC Website  (Tom Murphy)
9) Green Team (Ralph)
10) ANJEC Training – none since last meeting
11) Bio Blitz – per discussions in early 2014, we should participate in another one, or invite a Watershed Ambassador to lead one in town.   Example: http://web.uconn.edu/mnh/bioblitz/  
12) Environmental Clubs in schools, Tom A. Advisor – Permission for clubs being sought.  Everything on track and clubs should start in October.  Status of Environmental Clubs:
a) NBS –  set
b) Hillview –  not set
c) Gerace – set
d) PV – set
13) Environmental Resource Inventory Updates (need to be presented to and approved by the Planning Board).
a) Add new Stream Inspection Reports.

b) Add information about the water blending.

c) GIS Map Updates to reflect Green Acres purchases: per Jeff’s check with Frank Spizzirri, will not be done until project finishes.

14) Community Garden – (Maryann):  gardens are infested, participants are disillusioned.
N) Action Items:

All:

1) Website:  Compile list of websites and internet links to include in our new website resource.  Send these to Tom Murphy (cc all please).  

2) Town Newsletter Quarterly:  contribute articles on an ongoing basis – Diane Rizzi asking. 
3) Hoe Down – volunteer to help 
Tom Newman:

1) Review stream-inspection reports completed since last submittal.  When complete, submit the new reports to Council.  Ongoing 

2) Contact Joe Golden (Township Engineer) to: 

a. Invite him to an EC meeting.  Not done (retain)

b. Ask if township has the information on the storm water infrastructure as required by the MS4 permits, including Catch Basins, culverts, or other storm water infrastructure around town – current equipment (cameras, for example) automatically get GIS coordinates and would be suitable for GIS.  The EC will be happy to assist in the process. Not done (retain)

c. Ask how the “Day in the Life of a Water Droplet in Pequannock” field day might be coordinated. Not done (retain) 

3) Website – use email that Tom A found to continue website redesign for information clearinghouse.  (retain)
4) NEW: Develop Quiz Questions with Visuals and handouts for “Sewers/Septics” at Hoedown. Not done yet.
Melissa Florance-Lynch:

Thomas Andrea:

1) Do stream report for Glens area walked with Tom Newman:  (retain until report is completed)  http://www.everytrail.com/view_trip.php?trip_id=470637
Philip Dickinson:

Jeff Mauriello:

Ron Baran:

1) Contact NY NJ Trail Commission about being at Hoe Down.

2) Ron: check other EC sites for similar listings - retain

Tom Murphy:

1) Review Tom N’s ideas RE website changes. Need to get the ideas from Tom N. Ongoing.

Ralph DiBuono: 

1) Purchase stickers to put on items left at curbside (such as TVs) instructing residents how to dispose of item.  Ralph to purchase and laser-print label using Tom N’s suggested text in recent email.
Alberta Alleva:

Maryann Maas:

1) Contact Master Gardener, Mr. Heretsky about being at Hoedown. Done (he declined)
2) Has some links for website and will send them to everyone. Compiled but in handwritten form; will submit electronic file.  Revised:  she asked that Tom N ask her any questions if he cannot read the handwritten list.
O) General Calendar
September 20, 2014 (Saturday) 2014 Hoedown

P) Adjournment   9:29pm adjourn
Mission Statement

We represent the public and its long-term interests as local environmental advocates.  We work towards these goals by: advising the town council and the planning and zoning boards about a wide range of environmental issues that affect the town; advocating for open-space preservation; keeping residents informed of environmental issues; promoting environmental education; and working with neighboring commissions and other organizations to meet these goals.

