PEQUANNOCK TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, November 12, 2014; 7:30 PM
Pequannock Town Hall

Second Floor Conference Room

A) Call to Order 7:32pm
B) Roll Call
1) Members (Present/Absent): 
a) Chair: Tom Newman




present
b) Secretary: Tom Andrea




present
c) Open Space Liaison: Jeff Mauriello

present
d) Planning Board Liaison: Philip Dickinson
present
e) Ron Baran






present
f) Ralph DiBuono





absent
g) Alberta Alleva





absent
h) Alternate #1: Maryann Maass


present
i) Alternate #2: Vacant              


NA
j) Council Liaison: Melissa Florance-Lynch
absent
C) Public Comments (list those in attendance)
D) Special Presentations
E) Approval of Meeting Minutes – T.Newman moved to accept, Jeff seconded. 
F) Correspondence ( M – Mail, E – Email) (Will be inserted just before meeting) (None)
1) M2014-013
a) From – Pequannock River Coalition
b) Date – 10/2014
c) Subject – Newsletter

d) Details –  PRC Summer Cleanup enjoys super turn-out
e) Action – FYI
2) M2014-014
a) From – New EKC Corporation c/o William Strauss III
b) Date – 

c) Subject – Requesting a Dimensional Bulk Variance and Site Plan Preliminary 

d) Details –  At Crestmont Volkswagen they are looking to add a service bay and various other additions to the building.
e) Action – A large site plan to review
f) Details – application is for creation of a new dealership on the currently vacant property.  The new imperviousness will increase to approximately 80% but runoff will be collected from the impervious surfaces and detained in a stormwater basin equipped with a 4” diameter discharge pipe

g) Comments:  The Environmental Commission recommends that all new catch basins be equipped with oil-water separators to protect against potential discharge of petroleum from the property in the future.  The Environmental Commission also recommends that the property owner propose a regular maintenance program to service these oil-water separators and to keep the Township informed that such maintenance is occurring.  In addition, the Environmental Commission asks the property owner where runoff from the property (and in particular, discharge from the detention basin) will leave the property, and whether this flow could cause erosion on this or adjacent properties under design storm conditions; if so, the Environmental Commission would recommend that the site design include provisions to dissipate the flow downstream of the detention basin discharge. 
3) M2014-015
a) From – David Hollberg, Township Manager
b) Date – 10/10/2014
c) Subject – 2015 Budget Preparation
d) Details –  Requesting our input for the Environmental Commission’s 2015 budget.
e) Action – Submit budget information to David Hollberg.
f) Request no change in the budget.  T.Andrea to submit a listing of expected expenditures in 2015.
4) M2014-016
a) From – ANJEC
b) Date – 10/13/2014
c) Subject – Update resource paper:  “Open Space is a good Investment”.
d) Details –  Two copies and a cover letter from ANJEC
e) Action – FYI
G) Budget Report (Tom A.)   $321.65
H) Chairperson’s Report (Tom N.)
I) Town Council Liaison Report  (Melissa)
1) Bamboo / invasive plant resolution – Melissa contacted Wayne to see how their ordinance is working.  Planting of bamboo is now banned. However, resolving problems from historic plantings is difficult due to the burden of proof regarding who was responsible for the original planting.  Pequannock residents could bring bamboo cases before our Community Dispute Resolution Committee, administered by our local municipal court.
2) Pilgrim Pipeline – has come up in Council meetings.  There are surrounding towns that have opposed the resolution.  Dave suggested that the EC meet with a representative of the pipeline company to ask their questions.   This could happen on Dec 10 (our next meeting).
3) West Sunset Road – much building off of this road, which is being improved and a proposal to build a new water main.
4) Walkable Communities: initial draft design has been completed, plan for striping, lighted speed-limit signs, and other items will be presented to Council.

J) Planning Board Liaison Report  (Philip) not present
1) Crestmont proposal as discussed above

2) Rt 23 Delta, proposal for new gasoline tank and canopy 

3) Sunoco in town also has a digital sign 
K) Open Space Liaison Report  (Jeff) 
1) Last house on Riverside: negotiations almost complete

2) Have possession of signs, have not been installed 

L) Green Team (Ralph) absent
M) Business

1) Blue Line Inspections - 
2) PV Park water quality/clarity – 
3) Ho-Down - 
4) Walkable Communities Workshop Program – nothing to report
5) Grants – ANJEC grants are coming – Jeff ask Open Space committee about how the GIS will be updated by Land Conservancy.
6) Ordinances or Resolutions
a) Discuss Tom A’s email on Threatened and Endangered Species – Tom A sent to ANJEC, who is looking to find someone qualified to review it. Tom A will make “Executive Summary” and email to Debbie Kratzer from Kingwood EC, her town enacted ordinance.
b) Pilgrim Pipeline:  Township has no resolution as yet.
c) Tuxedo, Sterling Forest Casino: Township has no resolution as yet.
d) Catch basin oil-separator maintenance: Discussion that such devices do not operate unless they are maintained, but the Township has no mechanism to track whether owners are maintaining them or to dictate that owners maintain them.  Should the Township consider changing this situation?
7) Household Hazardous Waste Pick-up – none scheduled for 2015
8) EC Website   - 
9) Green Team (Ralph)
10) ANJEC Training – 
11) Bio Blitz – per discussions in early 2014, we should participate in another one, or invite a Watershed Ambassador to lead one in town.   Example: http://web.uconn.edu/mnh/bioblitz/  -- Ralph to start looking out for the ambassador  
12) Environmental Clubs in schools, Tom A. Advisor – Permission for clubs being sought.  Everything on track and clubs should start in October.  Status of Environmental Clubs:
a) NBS –  12 members: project selected: movie night, and own recycling video
b) Hillview –  0 members
c) Gerace – 2 members, looking at stream monitoring
d) PV – 6 members, considering alternative activities
13) Environmental Resource Inventory Updates (need to be presented to and approved by the Planning Board).
a) Add new Stream Inspection Reports.

b) Add information about the water blending.

c) GIS Map Updates to reflect Green Acres purchases: 
14) Community Garden – (Maryann):  Eagle Scout Project idea to raise some boxes for limited mobility gardeners.
N) Action Items:

All:

1) Website:  Compile list of websites and internet links to include in our new website resource.  (cc all please).  

2) Town Newsletter Quarterly:  contribute articles on an ongoing basis – Diane Rizzi asking.  Note, Diane is moving to smaller, more frequent write-ups.
3) NEW:  look into the Pilgrim Pipeline issue to start compiling questions

Tom Newman:

1) Review stream-inspection reports completed since last submittal.  When complete, submit the new reports to Council.  Ongoing 

2) Contact Joe Golden (Township Engineer) to: 

a. Invite him to an EC meeting.  Not done (retain)

b. Ask if township has the information on the storm water infrastructure as required by the MS4 permits, including Catch Basins, culverts, or other storm water infrastructure around town – current equipment (cameras, for example) automatically get GIS coordinates and would be suitable for GIS.  The EC will be happy to assist in the process. Not done (retain)

c. Ask how the “Day in the Life of a Water Droplet in Pequannock” field day might be coordinated. Not done (retain) 

3) Website – use email that Tom A found to continue website redesign for information clearinghouse.  (retain)
4) Send Dave an email asking for meeting with Pilgrim Pipeline representatives and the EC. (cc all members)
Melissa Florance-Lynch:

Thomas Andrea:

1) Do stream report for Glens area walked with Tom Newman:  (retain until report is completed)  http://www.everytrail.com/view_trip.php?trip_id=470637
2) Post all meeting minutes from the year.
Philip Dickinson:

Jeff Mauriello:

Ron Baran:
1) Ron: check other EC sites for environmental links - retain

Ralph DiBuono: 

1) Purchase stickers to put on items left at curbside (such as TVs) instructing residents how to dispose of item.  Ralph to purchase and laser-print label using Tom N’s suggested text in recent email.
Alberta Alleva:

Maryann Maas:

O) General Calendar
P) Adjournment   9:29pm
Mission Statement

We represent the public and its long-term interests as local environmental advocates.  We work towards these goals by: advising the town council and the planning and zoning boards about a wide range of environmental issues that affect the town; advocating for open-space preservation; keeping residents informed of environmental issues; promoting environmental education; and working with neighboring commissions and other organizations to meet these goals.

