
 

Flood Advisory Committee Meeting 

Minutes for January 9, 2014 

 

In attendance: Ken Hardaker, Dara Hardaker, Roger Imfeld, Nick DeStefano, Todd Steinberg, Louise 

Marchese, Ann Dianuzzo, Kim Chorba, Don Argot, (Mr Hofstetter, Pequannock Asst. Flood Plain 

Administrator) 

Evelyn Justesen was out of town on a family emergency and Mayor Florence-Lynch advised in advance 

of the meeting she would be unable to attend but asked that we proceed with our normal course of 

business, advised a Mr. Scott was coming to speak with us and asked that we report back. 

Meeting started 7:30 pm. All members introduced since we had new and old members. Now have full 

committee of 10. 

Mr. Scott was introduced as a flood mitigation specialist. Mr. Scott informed us he is contracted by the 

flood mitigation industry to work here in NJ until June informing flood prone communities of the 

benefits of elevation and the various programs now available to fund it. Made it clear he is not here 

looking for business for himself, but supporting the industry as a whole to promote elevation as a means 

of mitigation. He is from Louisiana where he has experience dealing with Katrina and other flood related 

disasters. Did advise that is our community did not have a grant writer or one not familiar with the grant 

he is going to focus on he suggested a company in Louisiana he is familiar with Solutient (Robert 

Sternhell, Phd.) 504-304-2000 as someone very familiar with this FEMA grant. Did mention Little Falls 

and that there grant writer is working on writing one of these grants but in his opinion is going about it 

in the most difficult manner. 

The grant in question is funded by Congress each year for about $120 million. It is renewed each year. 

The grant applies to Severe Repetitive Loss which the grant funds 100% and Repetitive Flood Claim 

residents which are funded up to 90% with a total cost limit of $171,000 per project. No cost benefit 

study is required for this grant. You do not have to go thru NJOEM you can ask for a waiver as a sub-

applicant & go direct. FEMA will also fund 75% of the cost of securing the grant, and that estimated cost 

is about $1000 per household.  We would also need a Davis Bacon waiver. If done the way he suggested 

the Township is off the hook and acts only as a facilitator, applying for the grant on behalf of 

homeowner, homeowner hires contractors, Township is simply a conduit for flowing funds. No 

prevailing wage applies either. In the case of the FEMA grant you need residents to sign a voluntary 

participation agreement before the Township can proceed. The grant application period is July to 

October of each year. 

He also informed us a HUD203K rehab grant, which is a government guaranteed loan covering the 

purchase of the home and the cost of elevation. Loans exceed current value, under the government 

assumption that abandoned or under repaired homes once fixed and elevated with increase in value 

sufficient to justify initial funding exposure. This program allows for abandoned and or still in need of 

repair homes to be renovated and elevated. Bringing them back to standard and generating increased 

real estate tax revenues for the local municipality.  



Mr. Scott is available to our Township to speak with our officials or conduct a community meeting until 

June at no cost to us. 

We thanked Mr. Scott for his information, and told him we would refer this information to our Mayor, 

Council and Township Manager. 

We then moved to reorganize the committee for the new year. The committee was unanimous in our 

appreciation of Ryan Herd’s tenure on the committee and we will all miss working with him. 

Mr. Argot nominated Mr. Hardaker as Chair, and was seconded, and with no other nominations Mr. 

Hardaker was elected chair. Mr. DiStefano offered to be Vice Chair which was seconded, Mrs. Hardaker 

nominated Kim Chorba which was seconded. Prior to a vote Kim Chorba offered to withdraw her 

nomination which was accepted and Mr. DiStefano is the Vice Chair. No one was willing to serve as 

secretary so Mr. Hardaker indicated he would take notes at the meeting and create minutes. Committee 

requested that we ask Diane Rizzi about the cost of getting a recorder for the meetings to make the 

process easier and more accurate. 

The committee then discussed Mr. Scott. Louise discussed having a community meeting/event so 

provide flood prone homeowners with updated information on all areas that affect them from flood 

insurance premium increases, Mr. Scott’s options, items the committee is working on, etc.. Dara was 

concerned that prior to actually starting to schedule such an event that Kim validate that the two 

funding possibilities we were presented are still being offered and the information we were furnished 

confirmed. After some discussion the committee agreed to move as quickly as possible to confirm the 

information from Mr. Scott and then recommend the following: 

Refer Mr. Scott to the Mayor and Mr. Hollberg and recommend  a meeting between them as Mr. 

Hollberg and the Mayor and Council would need to be on board before we can move further. 

Assuming we get a green light, the committee would then begin planning a flood community meeting to 

include Mr. Scott and other members of State and Local government agencies, offices and or 

committees and groups that could provide an update on not only new possibilities for funding elevations 

and flood mitigation measures, but also for Township officials to outline the many things already done 

or in process. 

Mr. Hofstetter updated the committee on several issues including our de-snagging efforts and the 

results as well as our request to extend the permit to include additional areas of the Pompton South of  

A & P. Mr. Hofstetter is also getting us clarification on types of flood classification and # of homes 

involved (ie. SRL, RL, RFC). The committee appreciates Mr. Hofstetter’s participation with our 

committee. 

Committee also wants to confirm what our budget is for this year. 

Handouts attached 

Next Meeting Thurs. February 13, 2014 


