`PEQUANNOCK TOWNSHIP



JUNE 20, 2011

PLANNING BOARD




REGULAR MEETING

MEETING CONVENED:



7:35 PM

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Altis, Dickinson, Fitamant, Imfeld, Krause, Troast, Phelan, Kapotes.  Also present Richard Brigliadoro, Board Attorney.
MEMBERS ABSENT:
Vanderhoff, Sayre (BOE)
NOTICE:
Chairman Altis stated that the requirements of the Sunshine Law had been complied with by posting the required notice on the Bulletin Board, posting same with the Township Clerk and sending it to the Suburban Trends and Daily Record on June 16, 2011.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATION:
Chairman Altis asked if there was anyone present not listed on the agenda for this meeting who wished to be heard.  No one came forward.

Mr. Krause stood in as a voting member.

DISCUSSION:

Board of Education

Pequannock High School Artificial Turf

Paul Anderson, Engineer, represented the Board of Education.

Alexis Goldman, Architect, represented the Board of Education.

Mr. Brigliadoro explained to the Board that their roll regarding the Board of Education Artificial Turf presentation will be on a recommendation basis only and the Board will not be voting.   
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Mr. Anderson presented the Board with two exhibits; one being a colored rendering of the proposed site plan with the existing football field included.
Mr. Anderson stated the project will proceed in different phases the first one removing the grassed football field and replacing it with artificial turf and the second part will resurface the existing running track.  

Mr. Anderson stated they are going to build a practice field for soccer, field hockey and lacrosse.   The Board of Education is also proposing to install four pole mounted lights 70 feet on the road side and 80 feet on the school side.  They are proposing a maintenance pathway for the fields and a new black chain link fence six feet high along West Parkway.  Mr. Anderson stated there will be new bleachers installed with a 330 person capacity.  

Mr. Anderson stated that phase two will consist of a plaza with a snack bar and bathrooms.  The bathrooms will be serviced by a new sewer line and water line from West Parkway.  There will be modification to the baseball fields.  

Mr. Altis asked Mr. Anderson if the Board of Education took in account all the other activities that utilize the football field such as the Run For Life and the band competition.  Mr. Anderson stated that the band competition can still use the artificial field.  Mr. Altis asked if a vehicle can be driven on the artificial turf.  Mr. Anderson stated that some people actually plow snow off the turf with a special blade and that ambulances will drive on the artificial turf, if needed.   

Mr. Altis inquired as to what the warranty was on the turf.  Mr. Anderson stated the turf is warranteed for 8 years but usually lasts for 10 to 12 years and can be replaced at a figure of approximately $650,000.    Mr. Altis asked how the ambulances would enter the field area, if needed.  Mr. Anderson stated they would come in through the double gates.  Mr. Altis suggested they place a double gate near West Parkway.   
Mr. Troast asked about the lighting candles. Mr. Anderson stated the footcandles will have a switch that can be changed from 30 to 50 as needed.  Mr. Altis inquired about injuries on the turf.  Mr. Anderson stated that with a natural field you get wear down the middle but artificial turf is softer, therefore reducing injuries.  Mr. Troast inquired as to what would happen to the sprinkler system that is in place currently.  Mr. Anderson stated that they will be disconnected but remain where they are.  Mr.Troast suggested that the track be wide enough to hold sanctioned track meets.  Mr. Anderson stated that at this time they are only going to resurface the track.  Mr. Altis wanted to know how flame retardant the track was because the township holds their fireworks display there.  Mr. Phelan stated that the town is considering moving the fireworks to Greenview Park.  
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Ms. Goldman stated there would be a second phase which will include bathrooms, concession stands, team building for visiting teams and also a plaza for open events which will hold tents.  Mr. Altis was concerned about the band competition and where the competition would be held.  

Mr. Dickinson was concerned about lead leaking from the plastic that makes up the turf.  Mr. Anderson stated the manufacturers have to comply with all industry standards that limits lead content. Mr. Dickinson was concerned about the town wells and about runoff from the turf.  Mr. Anderson stated that there are inlets in the corners of the artificial turf area and the water drains to those inlets and then the water is discharged into the drainage catch basins in the street.  
Mr. Altis suggested that the BOE construct the bathrooms now instead of waiting for phase 2.  Ms. Goldman stated they are installing the piping for the bathroom now.  Mr. Altis wanted to know how long the project would take to build.  Mr. Anderson stated the project should be finished by September 1.  Mr. Phelan asked if the field would be ready for football season.  Mr. Anderson stated that they might not be ready for the first few games.  Mr. Troast asked where football practice would be held.  Mr. Anderson stated they plan to practice at the Greenview Park.  Mr. Fitamant wanted to know if the bleachers were designed ADA accessible.  Mr. Anderson stated they are not upgrading the existing bleachers but the new ones will be.  Scoreboard of 4 by 10 will be LED lit and 12 feet high will be installed.
The Board made the following recommendations:

Make the existing bleachers ADA compliant; install a double gate for the 100 meter dash; install handicap accessible bathrooms; width of track to be enlarged to conform to sanctioned meets; waiver for lighting footcandle rise to be 50 feet; supply the Board and Environmental Commission with literature on lead composition in the artificial turf.  
The Board instructed the attorney to send a letter to the Board of Education with their recommendations regarding the artificial turf field.  
Motion to send the letter to the Board of Education.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
MOTION by Phelan, second by Kapotes to go into Executive Session regarding the Platt litigation. All in favor.  Motion Carried.

Executive Session

MOTION by Krause, second by Phelan to close the Executive Session.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.

Planning Board – Regular Meeting

June 20, 2011

MINUTES:
May 16, 2011 – Regular Meeting
MOTION by Kapotes, second by Phelan to approve the minutes as submitted.  In favor:  Dickinson, Fitamant, Imfeld, Kapotes, Troast, Krause and Altis.  Motion Carried.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:03 PM.  Motion by Kapotes, second by Phelan to close the meeting.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Linda Zacharenko

Recording Secretary
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