PEQUANNOCK TOWNSHIP



FEBRUARY 23, 2009
PLANNING BOARD




REGULAR MEETING

MEETING CONVENED:



7:43 PM

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Altis, Dickinson, Imfeld, Krause, Skvarca, Tritschler, Vanderhoff, Fitamant. Also present Richard Brigliadoro, Board Attorney.
MEMBERS ABSENT                                                Troast, Corini

NOTICE:
Chairman Altis stated that the requirements of the Sunshine Law had been complied with by posting the required notice on the Bulletin Board, posting same with the Township Clerk and sending it to the Suburban Trends and Daily Record on February 20, 2008.  

PERSONAL REPRESENTATION:
Chairman Altis asked if there was anyone present not listed on the agenda for this meeting who wished to be heard.  No one came forward.

Mr. Krause sat in as a voting member.
SIGN:

Essential Core Therapy, 422 Route 23, Block 2007, Lot 7


Mr. Brian May, gym manager/owner, sworn.

Mr. Altis asked the applicant if there was presently a sign on the building.  Mr. May stated there is no attached sign on the building but there is a pylon sign of which the  existing plastic face was replaced.  
Mr. Imfeld asked if the sign proposed on the front of the building is bigger than what was there originally.  Mr. May stated the sign will be 5 feet smaller than the original sign to meet the Township regulations.  Mr. May also proposed a sign on the southside of the building.  Mr. May stated because of low visibility his clients are having a difficult time locating his facility.  Mr. Imfeld suggested the applicant brighten up the freestanding sign for better visibility by changing the color of the sign.  
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Mr. Vanderhoff informed the applicant that two attached signs are not permitted by township ordinance.
Mr. Robert May, father of the applicant, sworn.  

Mr. Robert May informed the Board that the applicant would like to advertise all the aspects of the business which includes physical therapy, personal training and essential core.  Mr. Brian May explained that the freestanding sign has a picture of a body that says Essential Core with no description of what is actually done on the premises.  Mr. Vanderhoff stated that the description of the use should be stated on the freestanding sign because that is the sign that is most visible to people driving on Route 23.  Mr. Robert May asked if the sign proposed on the southside of the building could be adapted to the bottom of the freestanding sign.  Mr. Imfeld wanted to know the size of the freestanding sign.  Mr. Brian May asked if the southbound sign they were proposing could be placed on the front of the building.  Mr. Dickinson stated that the township permitted freestanding signs up to 50 square feet.  Mr. Brigliadoro explained to the applicant that the freestanding pylon sign by ordinance can be 50 square feet and since the existing freestanding sign is not 50 square feet it can be expanded to meet the 50 square feet.  Mr. Vanderhoff asked the applicant to supply to the building department the front yard setback.  Mr. Brigliadoro stated that the ordinance requires a freestanding sign be setback 10 feet from the public right of way and asked the applicant to confirm the fact that they meet that requirement.  
Mr. Tritschler asked if the applicant intended to attach the proposed southside sign to the freestanding pole.  Mr. May stated they will attach the 2 foot by 8 foot sign to the freestanding sign and make it double sided.  Mr. Fitamant asked what the clearance was under the freestanding sign.  The applicant stated that they would comply with whatever the ordinance stated.  
MOTION by Dickinson, second by Imfeld to open the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
No one came forward.
MOTION byy Krause, second by Vanderhoff to close the meeting to the public.  

MOTION by Vanderhoff, second by Fitamant to approve the application with the following conditions:  the front attached sign not to exceed 40 square foot; freestanding sign to be modified not to exceed 50 square feet; supply the Building Department with front yard setback and minimum height clearance for the freestanding sign; freestanding sign to be double sided and internally lit.  Yes votes from Dickinson, Imfeld, Skvarca, Tritschler, Vanderhoff, Fitamant, Krause and Altis.  Motion Carried.
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DISCUSSION:
Cell Tower Ordinance
Mr. Vanderhoff explained to the Board that the Ordinance went through the Council process but there was a defect in the legal notification therefore it is back to the Board for recommendation.  
MOTION by Imfeld, second by Tritschler to recommend adoption of the Cell Tower Ordinance to the Council.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
RESOLUTION:
Highland Management, 167 Newark Pompton Turnpike, Block 4401, Lot 21
MOTION by Dickinson, second by Imfeld to approve the resolution as amended.  Yes votes from Dickinson, Imfeld, Skvarca and Fitamant.  Motion Carried.
MINUTES:

January 26, 2009 – Regular Meeting
MOTION by Vanderhoff, second by Dickinson to approve the minutes as submitted.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
January 26, 2009 – Executive Meeting
MOTION by Dickinson, second by Tritschler to approve the minutes as submitted.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
ADMINISTRATIVE:
Mr. Vanderhoff informed the Board that the Council received a letter of appeal from the Regency House/Best Western regarding their sign approval.  Mr. Vanderhoff stated the applicant was not satisfied with the approval given them by the Board regarding the reader board.  Mr. Vanderhoff also stated that the applicant did not show up for the Council Meeting on the date the applicant requested to be heard.  
Mr. Imfeld asked Mr. Brigliadoro if he had an update regarding the Platt case.  

MOTION by Dickinson, second by Tritschler to go into Executive Session.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
MOTION by Vanderhoff, second by Dickinson to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
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There being no further business the meeting is adjourned at 8:35 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Zacharenko

Recording Secretary
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