PEQUANNOCK TOWNSHIP



SEPTEMBER 21, 2009

PLANNING BOARD




REGULAR MEETING

MEETING CONVENED:



7:35  PM

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Altis, Dickinson, Fitamant, Krause, Skvarca, Tritschler.   Also present Jill Hartmann, Board Planner and Richard Brigliadoro, Board Attorney.

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Troast, Corini, Vanderhoff, Imfeld
NOTICE:
Chairman Altis stated that the requirements of the Sunshine Law had been complied with by posting the required notice on the Bulletin Board, posting same with the Township Clerk and sending it to the Suburban Trends and Daily Record on September 17, 2009.  

PERSONAL REPRESENTATION:
Chairman Altis asked if there was anyone present not listed on the agenda for this meeting who wished to be heard.  No one came forward.

Mr. Krause stood in as a full voting member.

SIGN:

Halloween Adventure, 500 Route 23, Block 2007, Lot 1
Joel Welsher, Store Manager, sworn.

Mr. Altis asked Mr. Welsher if he was the same person who applied to the Board last year.  Mr. Welsher stated he was.  Mr. Altis asked the applicant if he was requesting the same lease period and the same size sign.  Mr. Welsher stated everything would be same as last year.  The lease period is August 18 to November 15 and the signage is the same as was approved last year.   
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Motion by Dickinson, second by Tritschler to open the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
No one came forward from the public.

Motion by Dickinson, second by Tritschler to close the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
MOTION by Krause, second by Tritschler to approve temporary signage for the period August 18, 2009 to November 15, 2009 as indicated on the sign plan as was approved in 2008.  Yes votes:  Dickinson, Fitamant, Skvarca, Tritschler, Krause and Altis.  Motion Carried.

RESOLUTIONS:

Pop’s Place, 141 Turnpike, Block 4401, 30
MOTION by Dickinson, second by Fitamant to approve the resolution as submitted.  Yes votes from Dickinson, Fitamant, Skvarca and Altis.  Motion Carried.
KFC, 130 Route 23, Block 2704, Lot 5
MOTION by Dickinson, second by Skvarca to approve the resolution as submitted.  Yes votes from Dickinson, Fitamant, Skvarca and Altis.  Motion Carried.
MINUTES:

July 20, 2009 – Regular Meeting

MOTION by Dickinson, second by Skvarca to approve the minutes as submitted.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
SIGN:
Pompton Auto Repair, 711 Route 23, Block 802, Lot 7
Mr. Joo Ahn , applicant, sworn.

Ms. Hartmann told the Board that the applicant is proposing to place two attached signs on the building and a freestanding sign.  Ms. Hartmann stated the only waiver required will be for the second attached sign.  Ms. Hartmann stated that all the signs meet the ordinance regulations. Ms. Hartmann stated none of the signs will be illuminated. 
Mr. Ahn stated that the prior owner took down all the signs and he is replacing what was there previously.  Ms. Hartmann stated that the prior occupants had two attached signs.
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There was discussion regarding how far off the property line the freestanding sign must be located.  Ms. Hartmann stated the pylon sign needed to be ten feet from the property line and suggested the applicant bring in a survey locating the pylon and if the pylon was less than ten feet from the property line then the applicant needs to reapply.  Mr. Altis agreed with Ms. Hartmann’s suggestion.
Motion by Dickinson, second by Tritschler to open the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
No one came forward from the public.

Motion by Dickinson, second by Tritschler to close the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.

MOTION by Fitamant, second by Tritschler to approve the application with the following conditions:  the applicant provide the planning department a survey showing placement of the pylon sign; waiver for second attached sign.  Yes votes from:  Dickinson, Fitamant, Skvarca, Tritschler, Krause and Altis.  Motion Carried.
Kearny Savings Bank, 917 Route 23, Block 304, Lot 21
Mr. John Janis of Butler Sign Company, Wayne, New Jersey representing the applicant, sworn.

Mr. Janis stated the applicant is requesting an entrance sign, exit sign and a directional sign to the ATM machine.  Ms. Hartmann stated that there are existing signs on the Kearny Bank location that were previously approved by the Board of Adjustment.  Ms. Hartmann stated that because the bank is located in an R-15 zone there are no standards to go by therefore all the signs will be considered waivers from the sign ordinance.
Mr. Janis stated that the applicant is asking permission to place the front sign that was approved by the Board of Adjustment on the side of the building.  Mr. Janis stated the applicant is requesting an entrance sign 21 inches by 36 inches set back approximately 15 feet.  Ms. Hartmann stated the entrance/exit signs are 4 feet 9 inches tall.  Mr. Janis stated the entrance/exit signs are not internally illuminated have a three foot grade clearance, with the bank emblem on top.  Mr. Altis stated that the Board never allows emblems on entrance/exit signs and that there would not be a need for the emblem on the exit or ATM sign so he suggested the name of the bank be removed from the entrance/exit and ATM signs.  Mr. Tritschler had issue with the fact that the entrance and exit signs would be used for advertisement and also suggested the bank name be taken off those signs.  Mr. Janis stated the applicant will remove the emblem on the ATM sign which will make it a 16 inch by 36 inch sign located within the curve line.  
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Motion by Dickinson, second by Tritschler to open the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
No one came forward from the public.

Motion by Tritschler, second by Dickinson to close the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.

Board discussed the application.

MOTION by Fitamant, second by Krause to approve the application with the following conditions:  15 square foot sign on the side of the building will replace front signage approved previously by the Board of Adjustment; address numbers 12 inch letters 24 inches in width; entrance, exit and ATM sign will be reduced by removing the Kearny Savings name and logo from the top of each of those signs; waiver from the sign ordinance will be granted for all signs; minimum 5 foot setback for entrance and exit signs.  Yes votes from Dickinson, Fitamant, Skvarca, Tritschler, Krause and Altis.  Motion Carried.

8:43 PM

Mr. Brigliadoro read into the record the Open Public Meetings Act which permits  exclusion of the public from a public meeting to discuss pending litigation specifically regarding Platt versus the Township of Pequannock Planning Board.  

Motion by Dickinson, second by Krause to go into executive sessions.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.  
9:19 PM
The Board is back on the record.

DISCUSSION:
Ms. Hartmann stated that every six years the Master Plan must be reexamined, which is coming up in November, and she is preparing a draft reexamination report and asked the Board to have recommendations prepared for the next meeting if they would like any changes made to the township ordinance.  

Motion by Dickinson, second by Tritschler to close the meeting to the public.

There being no further business the meeting is adjourned at 9:34 PM.  All in favor.   Motion Carried.
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Respectfully submitted,

Linda Zacharenko

Recording Secretary
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