PEQUANNOCK TOWNSHIP




OCTOBER 15, 2007

PLANNING BOARD





REGULAR MEETING

MEETING CONVENED:




7:33 PM

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Dickinson, Imfeld, Jorgensen, Tritschler, Troast, Vanderhoff, Fitamant, Farrelly.


Also present was Richard Brigliadoro, Esquire, Board Attorney.

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Altis, Krause

NOTICE:
Chairman Farrelly stated that the requirements of the Sunshine Law had been complied with by posting the required notice on the Bulletin Board, posting same with the Township Clerk and sending it to the Suburban Trends and Daily Record on October 12, 2007.  

PERSONAL REPRESENTATION:
Chairman Farrelly asked if there was anyone present not listed on the agenda for this meeting who wished to be heard.  No one came forward.

Mr. Fitamant will be a regular voting member for this meeting.

SIGN;

Fitness 4 Fun, 608 Newark Pompton Turnpike, Block 1411, Lot 9

Ms. Donna Baia, owner of Fitness 4 Fun, was sworn.

Ms. Baia stated she would like to install an awning ten feet wide, twenty-two inches high, three feet in projection the color to be marine blue constructed of canvas material.  Ms. Baia stated there is currently a fixture on the building that once housed an awning which was destroyed by a storm many years ago.
Mr. Farrelly asked if there was to be lighting on the awning.  Ms. Baia stated there would be no lighting on the awning.  Mr. Farrelly noted that there is presently a sign on the face of the building and asked if that would be removed.  Ms. Baia stated the sign board would remain and just the lettering would be changed.  Mr. Farrelly asked Ms. Baia if she was going to have an attached sign and the awning.  Ms. Baia answered affirmatively.  Mr. Imfeld asked if the applicant intended to keep the attached sign as it is, that is, wording on a piece of board.  Ms. Baia stated that was how the sign would be depicted.  Ms. Baia stated the lettering would be black and the background white.  
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Mr. Brigliadoro stated by ordinance the applicant is allowed an area of twenty-four square feet for the attached sign and twenty four square feet for the awning.   The existing attached sign is less than twenty-four square feet and the proposed awning is less than twenty- four square feet, therefore, she is in compliance with the sign ordinance.  

Mr. Imfeld asked the applicant if the awning would be the same size as her neighbor’s awning.  The applicant responded that it would be the same size.  Mr. Dickinson asked the applicant if there were other awnings near her and if they had lettering on their signs.  Ms. Baia stated there are awnings on the florist shop, the chiropractor office, the pizza parlor, the stationery store and they all have lettering.  

Motion by Jorgensen, second by Vanderhoff to open the meeting to the public.  

No one came forward.

Motion by Troast, second by Dickinson to close the meeting to the public.

Motion by Fitamant, second by Vanderhoff to approve the sign as submitted.  Yes votes from Dickinson, Imfeld, Jorgensen, Tritschler, Troast, Vanderhoff, Fitamant and Farrelly. All in favor.  Motion Carried.  
7:47 PM
Dr. Scott Erichsen, 42 Jackson Avenue, Block 1910, Lot 1

Mr. John Janus of Butler Sign Company represented the applicant.  Mr. Janus and Dr. Erichsen were sworn.

Mr. Janus stated the plans in front of the Board show the placement and size of the sign.  The carved sign is one foot by two feet with blue and gold coloring.  The sign will have an address number and is proposed to have a front yard setback of one foot within the grassy area behind the retaining wall.  The sign will be two sided.  At this time the applicant does not intend to do any lighting but in the future if they decide to light they sign they will put two lights on the ground.
Mr. Farrelly stated he was confused as to where the sign was going.  Mr. Janus stated he was using the tree as a marker and would place the sign somewhere between the tree trunk and the retaining wall.  Mr. Brigliadoro read Jill Hartmann’s report that stated a permanent sign not attached to a mailbox must be set back 20 feet from the property line and not to exceed 36 inches in height.   Mr. Imfeld asked if Mr. Janus knew the front yard setback.  Mr. Janus stated the front yard setback was about 20 feet to the steps and 29 feet to the house.  Mr. Farrelly asked if anyone addressed the parking issue.  Dr. Erickson stated in the springtime he intends to enlarge his parking area.  Mr. Jorgensen asked if the sign was to be used for advertisement or destination.  Mr. Janus said the sign could be used for both.  Mr. Janus stated there would be a better opportunity to see the chiropractor sign than the number 42, which was only three inches high.  
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There was discussion as to whether the applicant had a zoning permit.  The applicant presented  the board with his approved zoning permit received from the zoning officer in April of 2007.  Mr. Brigliadoro read into the record a letter from Dr. Erickson dated March 27, 2007 requesting authorization to use his residence as a home occupation. A second letter dated March 27, 2007 was read into the record explaining Dr. Erickson’s intended use.  The third item read into the record was an approved zoning certification from the Planning Department to Dr. Erickson.  A fourth item read into the record was a building permit issued October 11th to finish the basement signed by the Construction Inspector Robert Ferretti.  
Mr. Janus explained to the board that the sign needs to be placed closer to the road because of the problem with sight obstruction.  Mr. Janus stated that clients will pass the sign because the rise of the railroad tracks and the large trees will obstruct visibility.  Mr. Troast stated there is a need for two variances one being setback and one being height.  Mr. Janus stated the sign will be three feet high.  Mr. Fitamant stated that if the applicant planted shrubbery along the sign there would be a line of sight issue for clients backing out of the driveway.  Mr. Imfeld asked Dr. Erickson if  the doctor was able to make a  U turn from driveway two.  Dr. Erickson stated you can only back out of driveway two but in the springtime he is planning on correcting that situation.  
Mr. Dickinson felt the board needed more information as to setbacks on the property and suggested the board require a survey from the applicant.  Mr. Janus stated he would come back with a site plan showing  placement of the sign on the property and also depicting the trees on the property.  
The applicant asked for a continuance.  

Motion by Imfeld, second by Tritschler to continue this application until the November 19th board meeting providing Jill Hartmann, Township Planner, will be available.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.  
DISCUSSION:
8:29 PM

Bryce Builders, 14 Lincoln Park Road, Block 4401, Lots 4.01 and 4.02

Extension of Statutory Time Limit for Deed Signing

Mr. Brigliadoro explained that back on May 7, 2007 the board granted an extension of minor subdivision approval for a period of 190 days.  That extension was granted because the applicant was waiting to hear from the Morris County Planning Board and also the DEP for a stream encroachment permit.  Mr. Brigliadoro stated the applicant has now received a DEP permit and approval from the Morris County Planning Board.  
Mr. Brigliadoro stated that in the applicant’s letter of October 5th requested an extension of time of 45 days to prepare the subdivision deeds.  Mr. Imfeld suggested the board double the time requested and approve a 90 day extension.  The Board agreed.    
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Motion by Vanderhoff, second by Dickinson to approve an extension of time for 90 days to perfect deeds.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.

RESOLUTION:

8:33 PM
Sneakers Unlimited, 421 Route 23 South, Block 2008, Lot 11

MOTION by Tritschler, second by Fitamant to memorialize the resolution as submitted: in favor, Imfeld, Tritschler, Troast, Fitamant and Jorgensen.  Ineligible, Dickinson, Vanderhoff, and Farrelly.  Vote 5 in favor, 3 ineligible.   Motion Carried.  
Carquest Auto Parts, 207 Newark Pompton Turnpike, Block 4401, Lot 19

MOTION by Tritschler, second by Fitamant to memorialize the resolution as submitted:  in favor, Imfeld, Tritschler, Troast, Fitamant and Jorgensen.  Ineligible, Dickinson, Vanderhoff and Farrelly.  Vote 5 in favor, 3 ineligible.  Motion Carried.  
MINUTES;

8:35 PM

September 17, 2007 – Regular Meeting
MOTION by Tritschler second by Imfeld to approve the minutes as submitted.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.  

October 1, 2007 – Workshop Meeting

MOTION by Fitamant second by Troast to approve the minutes as submitted.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.

ADMINISTRATIVE:
Mr. Vanderhoff suggested the Board amend the sign ordinance to include that signs locating professional offices have a front yard setback of 20 feet and that those signs be oriented  parallel to the road.   
MOTION by Tritschler, second by Fitamant to instruct the planner to amend the sign ordinance to include a restriction of sign orientation parallel to the road.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
MOTION by Dickinson, second by Vanderhoff to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.

There being no further business the meeting is adjourned at 8:50 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Zacharenko

Recording Secretary

