Township of Pequannock

Board of Adjustment

Regular Meeting

November 5, 2009

Meeting Convened:




  7:40 PM
Members Present:
Aikey, Cielusniak, Dolengo, Hebert, Imfeld, Way, Finley and Herforth.   Also present, Anthony Wahl, Board Attorney and Eileen Banyra, Board Planner.

Members Absent:
Bruno 

Notice:
Mr. Herforth stated that the Sunshine Law had been complied with by posting the notice of the date, time and proposed agenda on the bulletin board of the Municipal Building on October 30, 2009 and sending it to six area newspapers including the Suburban Trends on October 30, 2009.

Minutes:
October 1, 2009 - Regular


Motion by Imfeld, second by Hebert   to approve the minutes as amended.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
Resolution:
Klaassens, 9 Cedar Road, Block 1407, Lot 13
Motion by Hebert, second by Dolengo to memorialize the resolution as submitted.  In favor:  Ceilusniak, Dolengo, Hebert, Imfeld, Way, Finley and Herforth.  Vote 7 in favor.  Motion Carried.
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PUBLIC MEETING:
T-Mobile/Chilton Hospital, 97 West Parkway, Block 2402, Lot 2
Cell Tower 

Reginald Jenkins, Esquire represented T-Mobile.    Mr. Jenkins instructed the Board that the applicant proposes to construct an additional tower with equipment on the Chilton Memorial Hospital site.  The proposed application will require a Use variance.  

Adam Remick, Parsippany, New Jersey, Professional Engineer for the applicant, sworn.  Mr. Remick prepared the site plan depicting both the existing and proposed conditions.  

Marked as Exhibit A-1 – Colorized plan of the roof.

Mr. Remick stated that the penthouse facility is seventy-one and a half feet high with a wip antenna and the existing cell tower attached.  Mr. Remick stated the applicant is proposing four ballast frames on the roof that will be 66 feet high.  The equipment cabinet will contain the antenna and will be of a stealth material.  The cabinet will be lit with a timer that will be turned on by a contractor when needed for repairs or maintenance purposes.  

Mr. Remick stated that the residential areas are 300 feet to the north and 700 feet to the south of the proposed tower.  Mr. Remick stated that the Verizon tower is three feet higher than the proposed T-Mobile tower.  

Marked as Exhibit A-2 – Letter from Chilton Hospital dated November 5, 2009 by Peter Donahue.

8:10 PM

Ben Shichfar, 4 Sylan Way, Parsippany, New Jersey, Radio Frequency Engineer, sworn.  

Mr. Shichfar stated the tower will service 911 calls and spoke to the issue of service gap within Pequannock Township.  

Marked as Exhibit A-3 – Overlay map of service area.

Mr. Shichfar stated that the applicant researched two other sites, one on Industrial Way and another on Route 23 but neither would service the area of the coverage gap.  Mr. Shichfar stated the proposed tower will service a one-half mile area around Chilton Hospital.  
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8:45PM

Mark Nidle, Cedar Knolls, Radio Frequency Compliance Engineer, sworn.  

Mr. Nidle stated he is a compliance officer with the FCC and that the exposure level for both the Verizon and T-Mobile antennas would be 200 times below the permissible FCC level for exposure.  

8:50 PM

Ronald Reinertsen, Cedar Knolls, New Jersey, Professional Planner, sworn.  

Marked as Exhibit A-4 to A-10 – Six pages of photographs of Chilton Hospital and the surrounding area.  
Mr. Reinertsen stated that because of the conditional use of the hospital they are permitted to have a height of 75 feet and noted that T-Mobile is not exceeding that height.  Mr. Reinertsen stated there is a definite need for the site at Chilton Hospital because of the need for coverage given the fact that people are now eliminating their land lines and using their cell phones as their primary telephone use.  
Mr. Reinertsen did an overview of all the photographs marked for exhibit.  

It was Mr. Reinertsen’s opinion that the benefit of the application far outweighs any detriment to the township.  Mr. Reinertsen stated that the overlay supplied to the Board shows the need for additional coverage in the area.
Motion to open the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.

Ann Miscia, 15 Whipple Road, sworn.  

Ms. Miscia wanted to know what was housed in the equipment cabinet.  Mr. Shichfar stated there would be three cabinets which house radio and battery backup equipment.  

Ms. Miscia was concerned about an increase in fire hazard.  Mr. Shichfar stated the metal cabinets are monitored 24/7, they are low powered, environmentally controlled both summer and winter and have a battery backup that lasts four to eight hours.

Tom Drag, 5 Whipple Road, sworn.

Mr. Drag had an issue with the photographs marked because he said the trees have leaves in those photographs and would not depict the true condition of the site during the fall
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and winter months.  Mr. Drag wanted to know the financial relationship between T-Mobile and the hospital.  Mr. Jenkins stated that T-Mobile will be leasing a piece of the property.  

Mr. Drag wanted to know if there were any wind storm studies done on the property.  

Mark Nidle stated that the equipment cabinet weighs over 2,000 pounds and would withstand winds up to 95 miles an hour.  Mr. Drag asked the Board to deny the variance.
Motion to close the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
The Board deliberated.
MOTION by Way, second by Imfeld to grant the application with the condition that the stealthing material be submitted to the Planner for review and inspection.  Yes votes from Aikey, Dolengo, Hebert , Imfeld, Way, Finley, Cielusniak and Herforth. Motion Carried.
The applicant agreed to provide the Board with a transcript of the hearing.
There being no further business, motion by Dolengo, second by Hebert to adjourn the meeting at 9:52 PM.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Linda Zacharenko 

Recording Secretary
