PEQUANNOCK TOWNSHIP


APRIL 15, 2013
PLANNING BOARD




REGULAR MEETING

MEETING CONVENED:



7:34 PM
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Altis, Dickinson, Fitamant, Imfeld, Kapotes, Phelan, Vanderhoff, Krause and Driesse.  Also present Richard Brigliadoro, Esquire, Board Attorney, Jill Hartmann, Board Planner, Marc Meneghin, Crew Engineers, Judd Rocciola, Traffic Engineer, Tom Carman, Landscape Architect.

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Troast

NOTICE:
Chairman Altis stated that the requirements of the Sunshine Law had been complied with by posting the required notice on the Bulletin Board, posting same with the Township Clerk and sending it to the Suburban Trends and Daily Record on April 13, 2013.

PERSONAL REPRESENTATION:
Chairman Altis asked if there was anyone present not listed on the agenda for this meeting who wished to be heard.  No one came forward.

MINUTES:
March 18, 2013 – Regular Meeting


Motion by Kapotes, second by Phelan to approve the minutes as submitted.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.

PUBLIC HEARING:

Chilton Memorial Hospital, 97 West Parkway, Block 2402, Lot 1-4

Preliminary and Final Site Plan, Flood, Parking Variances
Robert Garofalo, Esquire of Garofalo and O’Neill, represented the applicant Chilton Hospital.
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A Certified Shorthand Reporter was present to take a verbatim transcript of the hearing.  The transcript will be available in the applicant’s file located in the Planning Department at 99 Alexander Avenue.

This is a continuation of the public hearing on March 18, 2013.

7:40 PM

Miguel Gavino, traffic engineer for the applicant, sworn.

MOTION by Vanderhoff, second by Phelan to open the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.

8:15 PM

Dolores Farrelly, 8 Arnold Court, previously sworn.

Mrs. Farrelly wanted to know the percentage of asphalt to be used because she stated that every time the hospital paves the water table increases.  Mrs. Farrelly stated that on Saturday and Sunday there is parking on both sides of West Parkway and it is impossible to get on to West Parkway.  Mrs. Farrelly suggested the town place No Parking signs along West Parkway.  

8:19 PM

Tom Mykietyn, 4 Van Dyk Place, previously sworn.

Mr. Mykietyn wanted to know what letter grade Mr. Gavino’s traffic study report gave to the area from West Parkway and Van Dyk.  Mr. Gavino stated the morning hours were A to B and the afternoon hours were A to C.  Mr. Gavino stated there would be an increase of 20 additional vehicles on Van Dyk.  Mr. Mykietyn stated it was his understanding that Mr. Gavino’s traffic study was only reflected to the year 2016 and not to the time of the build out.  Mr. Gavino stated his report covered the entire build out.  

8:23 PM

Carol Brudner, 13 Whipple Road, previously sworn.

Mrs. Brudner stated that it would be nice if the ambulances on Van Dyk were controlled by the hospital.  Mrs. Brudner felt the employee parking lot should be gated.  Mrs. Brudner felt that the peak hours on West Parkway should include 11 to 1 and also 5 to 6 and stated it was impossible to get on to West Parkway at those times.  Mrs. Brudner suggested the hospital build a parking deck.  

8:27 PM

Louis Hebert, 11 Copley Court, previously sworn.

Mr. Hebert wanted to know what total trips meant.  Mr. Gavino explained and said there would be up to 300 additional morning trips and 600 additional afternoon trips.  Mr. Hebert wanted to know other than 11 to 1 what were the other peak hours.  
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8:32 PM

Tom Drag, 5 Whipple Road, previously sworn.

Mr. Drag wanted to know if the additional 300 count trips made into the hospital would include employee vehicles.  Mr. Drag wanted to know over what period of time were those 300 trips made.  Mr. Gavino stated the 300 trips were counted over an hour’s time.  Mr. Drag stated it was a challenge to get out of Whipple Road onto West Parkway especially in the evening and asked Mr. Gavino to include Whipple Road in his revised traffic study.  Mr. Drag made note that the high school facilities are used frequently on the weekends and was concerned about pedestrian fatalities as well as vehicular accidents along West Parkway.  Mr. Drag stated there is currently on the books a regulation stating that ambulances are not allowed to utilize their sirens within a residential area.  
8:38 PM

Anne Moore, 86 West Parkway, previously sworn.

Ms. Moore was disappointed in the fact that the traffic studies were coming out so late and was concerned about the number of ambulances going past her home and the noise that would be generated from the ambulances.  Ms. Moore didn’t think there would be an increase in the traffic pattern because there would not be additional beds placed in the hospital.  Mr. Rocciola stated you would not get more visitations but there would be an increase in traffic to the medical office building.  
8:45 PM

Sal Peraino, 8 Whipple Road, sworn.

Mr. Peraino was concerned that there was never a study done on Whipple Road.  Mr. Peraino stated that he has an issue with getting out of Whipple Road in the morning and was worried that the increase in traffic would cause an even greater issue.  Mr. Peraino wanted Whipple Road included in the revised traffic study.

MOTION by Kapotes, second by Vanderhoff to close the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
8:47 PM

Scott Levi, landscape expert for the applicant, sworn.
MOTION by Krause, second by Phelan to open the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.

9:14 PM

Rocco Miscia, 15 Whipple Road, previously sworn.
Mr. Miscia had a question regarding dead trees that currently exist behind his property.    Mr. Levi stated that if the area where the trees have fallen is not to be used by the public then the trees should remain in their natural state.  Mr. Miscia stated that a leaning tree could be a hazard.  Mr. Levi stated he would evaluate the area.  Mr. Miscia stated there is 
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no buffer between his property and the parking lot/dumpster area.  Mr. Miscia stated that once he does an analysis of the tree area he will plant evergreens and trees that are 5 feet high which will grow to at least 40 feet.  Mr. Miscia was also concerned about standing water and wondered how that would be remediated.  Mr. Levi stated that he would have to defer that question to the engineer.  
9:17 PM

Carol Brudner, 13 Whipple Road, previously sworn.

Mrs. Brudner was concerned about the “Zen” path and wanted to discuss removing that from the plan because she felt it would only become a smoking path.  Mrs. Brudner stated that if the path was to be built if they planned on using some kind of fire proof materials along the pathway.  Mrs. Brudner wanted the 50 foot buffer between the backyards of Whipple Road and the hospital to be reforested.  

9:20 PM

Michael Bertuna, 10 Beech Street, sworn.

Mr. Bertuna wanted to know the size of the privacy trees to be planted.  Mr. Levi stated they would be between 6 and 10 feet.  Mr. Bertuna wanted to know what would happen to a tree that did not survive.  Mr. Levi stated it would be the contractor’s responsibility to replant.  

9:24 PM

Tom Drag, 5 Whipple Road, previously sworn.

Mr. Drag asked if a property that was adjacent to his property was to be purchased by Chilton Hospital and was concerned about that because he felt that was an additional buffer for his property.  Mr. Drag was also concerned about fencing around the property and if the applicant was planning on installing fencing.  Mr. Carman stated the current plan calls for vinyl fencing along the perimeter line.  Mr. Drag asked the Board to have proper implementation when it came to planting of the buffer area.  Mr. Drag also suggested the applicant leave the top heavy trees because they afforded a privacy barrier between the neighborhood and the hospital.  
9:36 PM

Anne Miscia, 15 Whipple Road, previously sworn.

Ms. Miscia stated that the buffer by her property was only 50 feet wide and suggested that they remove the white pine because they offer no buffer at all.  Ms. Miscia suggested the applicant plant a buffer at least 25 feet high.  
MOTION by Phelan, second by Vanderhoff to close the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
9:55 PM
Miguel Gavino, traffic engineer for the applicant, previously sworn.
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10:00 PM

Mario Iannelli, engineer for the applicant, previously sworn.

10:10 PM

Mark Montalbano, architect for the applicant, sworn.

Marked as Exhibit A-15 – Lighting Plan

Marked as Exhibit A-16 - Sign Plan

Marked as Exhibit A-17 – Pedestrian Circulation Plan

MOTION by Phelan, second by Kapotes to open the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
10:37 PM
Tom Drag, 5 Whipple Road, previously sworn.

Mr. Drag stated that the hospital sign is visible for people coming from the south but those going north seem to miss the entrance to the hospital and turn around on Whipple Road.  Mr. Drag was also concerned about lighting at the hospital and wanted to know if there was a town ordinance that controlled when lighting is turned off.

10:42 PM

Anne Moore, 86 West Parkway, previously sworn.

Ms. Moore was concerned about the size of the monument sign and the branding on the sign.  Ms. Moore asked that there not be any additional signs placed on the premises.  Ms. Moore wanted to know when the medical building, nursery school and hospice center signs would be turned off.  
10:47 PM

Lou Hebert, 11 Copley Court, previously sworn.

Mr. Hebert wanted clarification as to the emergency room entrance from both the north and south side of West Parkway.  Mr. Hebert was concerned about ambulances and how they were going to get into the emergency entrance.  

10:50 PM

Rocco Miscia, 15 Whipple Road, previously sworn.

Mr. Miscia stated that it was his understanding that the hospital’s name will be changed to Atlantic Health System and wanted to know how that would affect the signage.  Ms. Hartmann stated that if the hospital wanted to change the location of a sign they would have to go back before the Board but if they just wanted to change the façade of a sign they would not have to go back before the Board.  
MOTION by Phelan, second by Kapotes to close the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.
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Due to the lateness of the hour the meeting came to an end.  No further notice will be required and Mr. Garofalo gave the Board an extension of time to act until the application comes to a decision.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:50 PM.   All in favor.  Motion Carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Linda Zacharenko

Recording Secretary
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