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January 30, 2025


Dear Residents,

As most of you are probably aware, motor vehicle thefts have been a current rising trend amongst criminals over the course of the last couple of years.  Unfortunately, these criminals know no bounds and purposely frequent certain towns and areas in which individuals own luxury vehicles and property. In the past, we have seen vehicles entered and stolen when their key fobs have been left inside the unlocked vehicle.  Now, these criminals are becoming more brazen by using forced entry to access residences in order to locate keys to vehicles they desire when said vehicles are locked and cannot be accessed. This has occurred within Pequannock Township recently and is an obvious cause for concern. It has been noted that criminals are even looking into windows to observe where car keys may be located, to which they subsequently force entry to retrieve key and steal the vehicle(s). It has also been noticed that BMW vehicles are the hot commodity again now, specifically the X model SUV’s (i.e. X5 and higher). Please take protective measures in securing vehicles, property and your residence.  We recommend that you consider using some or all of the following to prevent this type of crime or to aid in investigations such as:
· Keep your keys and key fobs stored out of view in an area that is different than the typical spots like near an entry door.
· Keep your vehicle locked.   
· Lock the doors and windows to your home and activate your alarm system if applicable.
· Keep exterior lights illuminated or use motion lights overnight.
· Activate an anti-theft or tracking system on your vehicle which is usually available through most vehicle manufacturers.
· Spread the word among your neighbors and look after each other.

We will continue to be vigilant in our patrols as well. As always, we rely on you to be cognizant of any suspicious activity and to contact the Pequannock Twp. Police Department via our landline (973-835-1700) or 9-1-1 if needed. Together as a community, we can do our best to prevent and deter this type of criminal activity.  Be safe.   
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