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MARY

EXECUTIVE SUM

Pequannock Township, lying in a “wondrous beautiful valley” between the foothills of
the Waughaw Mountains and the racing courses of the Pequannock and Pompton Rivers,
has long worked to maintain a balance between preserving its natural and historic places
and redeveloping its landscape to both protect its residents from the flood risk inherent to
the rivers, while also furthering the enjoyment of those sites.

Reaffirming its commitment to stay at the forefront of environmental awareness and
contributing to its goal of providing the benefits of open space and recreation to the
broadest number of its residents, the Township of Pequannock has prepared this update to
its 2000 Open Space and Recreation Plan. Since the publication of the 2000 Plan, the
Township has furthered its commitment to open space and recreation through the creation
of an Open Space, Recreation, Farmland, and Historic Preservation Trust Fund (2002),
along with an Open Space Advisory Committee to investigate and recommend on the
issues of the acquisition of open space to the Township Council.

Given the long history of flooding from the Township’s rivers, the Committee has
become a de facto support service for Township residents who seek relief through the
various Federal and State flood area buyout funds. Combining both of its functions, the
Open Space Advisory Committee has designed a series of linear parks along the newly
cleared riverside parcels and an overall trail system linking them together, known as the
Pompton Riverwalk. More and improved access to the rivers results from the gradual
removal of residential properties. With the County of Morris working alongside to
convert a disused railroad right-of-way into a pedestrian and bicycle path, the Township
of Pequannock is closer to seeing its various parks and recreational facilities tied into a
unified outdoor recreation and conservation network that will connect to neighboring
communities, trails, ballfields, and transportation hubs, even across its bounding rivers.

Pequannock Township has a long and rich history of farming and industry, with the three
rivers and close proximity to major roads providing important transportation connections
for trade.! Although Pequannock is a long-settled and well-developed town, it still
maintains a reserve of open space and has worked carefully to protect this resource and
see that it is preserved for future generations. Cluster development principles and open
space donations have insured that new residential housing brought with it a measure of
additional protection and parkland for the enjoyment of the Township’s residents and
visitors. As the Township begins to explore the last major open spaces within its parks

! Please see the Appendix of this Plan for an excerpt from the 2009 Environmental Resource Inventory
which provides a history of the Township.
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and ways to link them via the undeveloped parts of residential and commercial areas, it
must also begin to think about its place within a regional context. The County rail-to-trail
conversion project offers a set of partnerships with Passaic County and its municipalities.
Expansions of Mountainside Park in the north, or development of Hidden Cove in the
south will entail similar outreach and collaboration with the Township’s Morris County
neighbors.

Planning for the future of the “green infrastructure” that undergirds our communities
requires that we look beyond the boundaries and widen our vision to include all the
relevant stakeholders and potential allies. Pequannock has recognized the value of open
space and recreation through its commitments to them in various ways, whether
repurposing unused parcels as pocket parks or securing its historic railroad station to
serve as the Township museum. With an eye to Pequannock’s environmental
significance, the Township is preparing this 2012 Update to provide its residents and its
neighbors with documentation of the program to date and to provide a clear action plan to
move forward into the future.
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GRAM

GOALS OF THE OPEN SPACE PRO

““... accumulating evidence indicates that open space conservation is not an expense but an
investment that produces important economic benefits.”
Will Rogers, President, The Trust for Public Land

Preservation of open space must be planned just as any municipal infrastructure. The
development of this Open Space and Recreation Plan Update (OSRP Update), and the
Township governing body’s commitment to implement the Plan, is essential in
maintaining a community’s character, and to preserve and improve the quality of life for
its residents.

The Goals Section of the Open Space and Recreation Plan Update acts as a guide for
Pequannock to preserve open space and create recreation areas for its residents. The goals
focus on preserving undeveloped and environmentally sensitive land, increasing
protection from flood events, and creating recreational opportunities for both resource-
based (“passive”) and facility-based (“active”) recreation. The 2012 goals reflect a
stronger emphasis on the role of open space in flood mitigation, as well as a greater focus
on the on-going open space and recreation efforts that have been in place since the 2000
OSRP was issued.

As part of the 2012 Update, the Open Space Advisory Committee hosted two public
meetings in order to better understand open space and recreational needs of Township
residents. Members of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee, Planning Board,
and staff of the Township Department of Parks and Recreation worked with the Open
Space Advisory Committee to further determine the priorities for municipal open space
acquisition. Based upon Pequannock’s Master Plan (1995), Master Plan Reexamination
Reports (2003, 2009), and Town-wide Park and Recreation Plan (2007), public input,
and the recommendations of the Township’s Open Space Advisory Committee, the Parks
and Recreation Advisory Committee, and the Environmental Commission, the goals and
objectives outlined in the 2000 Open Space and Recreation Plan have been updated and
expanded as follows:

e Use land acquisition to limit development, create buffers and, where possible,
greenways, along rivers, streams, ditches, and lakes, with special emphasis on
completion of the Pompton Riverwalk

e Continue to identify flood-prone developed properties and seek financial
assistance for buy-outs
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e Consider Township open space and recreation within a regional context and
coordinate Township efforts with neighboring municipalities and Morris and
Passaic County agencies

e ldentify and acquire, where feasible, properties that can enlarge existing
recreation and/or support the creation of new recreational facilities

e Promote the linkage of new and existing open spaces and recreation facilities with
pedestrian and bicycle paths

e Encourage new developments to use cluster design principles to retain open space
and, where appropriate, to provide for recreational activities and public access
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HISTORY OF THE OPEN SPACE PROGRAM

Open Space Trust Fund

The Township of Pequannock has had a rich history of identifying and acquiring
significant areas of open space and recreational areas through outright purchase with
grants, foreclosures, cluster zoning, and developer agreements. With the passage of
enabling state legislation in the mid 1990’s the Township turned its focus on those means
to further its open space and recreational acquisition efforts. Pequannock Township
established a dedicated tax for the acquisition of open space through voter referendum in
2001. Ordinance No. 2002-4 established the Open Space, Farmland, Recreation, and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund which was funded by the dedication of an amount
determined annually by the Township Council not to exceed $0.02 per $100.00 of
assessed value (Township of Pequannock Ordinance 2002-4 in Appendix).

From the Fund’s inception through 2011, it has collected $2,188,684 through the tax levy
and $53,094 in interest. The total revenue for open space projects within the
municipality, including state and county grants is $4,119,9609.

Funds
Year Total Tax Levy Interest Expended Balance
2002 $111,164 $110,977 $188 - $111,164
2003 $116,093 $114,563 $1,431 $5,580 $221,677
2004 $121,840 $117,718 $4,122 $12,848 $330,670
2005 $129,694 $121,393 $8,302 $240,234 $220,131

2006 $366,432 + $279,406 * | $12,026 $324,283 $262,279

2007 $509,570 + $286,254 $10,316 $424,775 $347,074

2008 $900,233 + $289,454 $8,279 $771,736 $475,571

2009 $459,745 + $290,028 $5,967 $554,803 $380,513

2010 $917,485 + $290,191 $2,294 $1,205,731 $92,267

2011 $487,713 + $288,700 $169 $315,762 $255,218

*Tax Levy reflects a revaluation which took place in 2006
+Grants received in 2006 - 2011

The table above also lists total expenditures for each year since the inception of the Open

Space Trust Fund, including soft costs and acquisitions. Since 2002 the Township has
expended $3,855,752 from its Trust Fund for land acquisition, recreation development,
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and the associated due diligence costs for the transactions. Funds have been expended on
the following projects within the municipality:

Funds
Year | Expended Project-Task
2002 | $0
2003 | $99 Open Space Acquisition: Lease B901, L1 from NJDOT
2004 | $4,500 Professional Services: Appraisals
2005 | $150,410 Open Space Acquisition: RR Station, Constantin (B 1410, L1)
$69,936 Open Space Acquisition: 171 Turnpike, Galiano (B4401, L20)
$10,263 Professional Services: Title, Survey, Appraisal, Environmental
2006 | $210,026 Open Space Acquisition: 100 N. Pequannock, Epright (B3710, L9)
$25,000 Open Space Acquisition: Maplewood Ave, Rumana (B4112, L1)
$11,634 Park Development: Golden Panther Park
$5,750 NJDOT: Aquatic Park Bonds
$14,880 Planning: Recreation Master Plan
$46,386 Professional Services: Appraisal, Survey, Environmental
2007 | $29,614 Open Space Acquisition: Greenwood, Lemley/Loreng (B4104, L1)
$273,266 Open Space Acquisition: 1 River Road, Chung (B308, L8)
$3,680 Park Development: Golden Panther Park
$26,035 Planning: Recreation Master Plan
$78,101 Professional Services: Appraisal, Survey, Environmental, Title
2008 | $60,000 Open Space Acquisition: N Pequannock, Konwiser (B3710, L4)
$368,550 Open Space Acquisition: 144 N Pequannock, Pierone (B3709, L1)
$272,000 Open Space Acquisition: 11 Harrison Rd, Sabani (B309, L2)
$10,400 Park Development: Demolition (Homes)
$15,823 Park Development: Golden Panther Park
$33,561 Professional Services: Appraisal, Survey, Environmental, Title
2009 | $267,000 Open Space Acquisition: 74 Pequannock Ave, Davey (B4116, L5)
$239,150 Open Space Acquisition: 114 N Pequannock, Barry (B3710, L7)
$6,485 Park Development: RR Station Restoration
$28,845 Park Development: Demolition (Homes)
$10,396 Professional Services: Appraisal, Survey, Environmental, Title
2010 | $60,000 Open Space Acquisition: 127 N Pequannock, Korth (B3708, L3)
$121,396 Open Space Acquisition: 50 Pequannock, Giuliano (B4116, L15)
$301,671 Open Space Acquisition: 44 Harrison Rd, Berkshire (B308, L2)
$298,256 Open Space Acquisition: 17 Riverside Dr, Shudtz (B4604, L3)
$326,671 Open Space Acquisition: 1 Riverside Dr, Hunt (B4603, L1)
$1,214 Park Development: RR Station Restoration
$30,235 Park Development: Demolition (Homes)
$47,591 Professional Services: Appraisal, Survey, Environmental, Title
2011 | $298,256 Open Space Acquisition:32 Pequannock, Soldentenkov (B4116, L23)
$10,000 Park Development: Demolition (Homes)
$7,983 Professional Services: Survey, Environmental
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1985-1987 FEMA and NJDEP Flood Control Buyout

Following the April 1984 flood, the Township successfully pursued and filed applications
for a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) floodway buyout in four targeted
neighborhoods. The Township secured $2.3 million dollars in federal funding in 1985
and was the only Passaic River Basin community to do so. The following year the
Township participated in a special legislatively directed NJDEP buyout funded by Green
Acres funding, targeting six municipalities (this was done prior to the state’s
implementation of its Blue Acres program for flood buyout assistance).

A list of those properties acquired from 1985 through 1987 is below:

Block Lot Name Deed Date Final Owner
308 6 24 Harrison Rd 11/15/1985 | Pequannock Twp.
308 4 32 Harrison Rd 11/15/1985 | Pequannock Twp.
3708 6 119 North Pequannock Ave | 11/15/1985 | Pequannock Twp.
3708 5 119 North Pequannock Ave | 11/15/1985 | Pequannock Twp.
3709 2 130 North Pequannock Ave | 11/15/1985 | Pequannock Twp.
3709 3 130 North Pequannock Ave | 11/15/1985 | Pequannock Twp.
3710 1 130 North Pequannock Ave | 11/15/1985 | Pequannock Twp.
3710 8 112 North Pequannock Ave | 11/15/1985 | Pequannock Twp.
3710 10 108 North Pequannock Ave | 11/15/1985 | Pequannock Twp.
3711 1 98 Pequannock Ave 11/15/1985 | Pequannock Twp.
4116 3 78 Pequannock Ave 11/15/1985 | Pequannock Twp.
4116 4 76 Pequannock Ave 11/15/1985 | Pequannock Twp.
308 3 42 Harrison Rd 5/11/1987 | State of New Jersey
3710 2 128 North Pequannock Ave | 5/11/1987 | State of New Jersey
3710 5 120 North Pequannock Ave | 5/11/1987 | State of New Jersey
3711 2 96 Pequannock Ave 5/11/1987 | State of New Jersey
3711 5 88 Pequannock Ave 5/11/1987 | State of New Jersey
4116 12 56 Pequannock Ave 5/11/1987 | State of New Jersey
4116 13 54 Pequannock Ave 5/11/1987 | State of New Jersey
4116 16 48 Pequannock Ave 5/11/1987 | State of New Jersey
4116 17 46 Pequannock Ave 5/11/1987 | State of New Jersey
4116 21 34 Pequannock Ave 5/11/1987 | State of New Jersey
4116 22 34 Pequannock Ave 5/11/1987 | State of New Jersey
4604 8 31 Riverside Drive 5/11/1987 | State of New Jersey

Grants Received by the Township for Open Space Preservation

Since 2006, the Township has been able to acquire and preserve property located in
Pequannock through the financial assistance of the Green Acres Program and the Morris
County Preservation Trust Fund.

State of New Jersey — Green Acres Planning Incentive (PI) Grant program

Completed in 2000, the Township of Pequannock’s comprehensive Open Space and
Recreation Plan qualified the municipality for enrollment in the NJDEP Green Acres
Planning Incentive (P1) Program. The Township been awarded $2,000,000 in grant funds
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(see table below). Additionally, having an Open Space and Recreation Plan that is
adopted by the Planning Board and approved by the State of New Jersey allows other
organizations (such as non-profit land trusts) to contribute their Green Acres funding to
land preservation projects in the Township. Funds awarded to Pequannock Township
through the Green Acres Planning Incentive program are as follows:

Fiscal Year Green Acres Award
2003 $200,000
2004 $575,000
2005 $575,000
2006 $200,000
2011 $450,000

Morris County Preservation Trust Fund Awards
The Township has received $2,609,200 in Morris County grant awards through the
Morris County Preservation Trust Fund.

Grant

Municipal Project Acres | Year Money
Foothills Park Land Acquisition 4.14 1999 $250,000

Madison Street Community Nature Preserve 1.79 2006 $25,000
Pompton River Walkway 0.91 2006 $193,400
Pompton River Walkway 1.05 2007 $287,800
Pompton River Walkway 0.44 2009 $240,000
Pompton River Walkway 1.38 2010 $625,000
Pompton River Walkway 1.24 2011 $988,000
Totals: 10.95 $2,609,200

Morris County has been a valuable partner in the preservation of flooded properties in
Pequannock Township. The Pompton Riverwalk project (begun in 2005 and funded
beginning in 2006) has been successful due to the funding support provided through the
Morris County Preservation Trust Fund. (see funding spreadsheet in the Appendix)

Open Space Preservation in the Township of Pequannock

Since well before the inception of the Township’s Open Space Trust Fund in 2002,
Pequannock has been working to preserve open space throughout the town. Since 1999
the Township has protected 26 properties, many of them smaller, flooded residential
properties, using open space funding. The table below identifies each of these properties
which are followed by a description of the property and its public benefits.
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Closing

Project Name Former Owner Name Acres Date Block/Lot
Foothills Park West Park Assoc. 4.14 10/6/1999 201/1
Pompton Riverwalk (1) Riverwalk-Schaefer 0.148 12/27/2004 4116/6
Pompton Plains Rail Station Costantin 0.3 9/21/2005 1410/1
Golden Panther Park Galiano 0.5 11/16/2005 4401/20
Pompton Riverwalk: Phase | (2) Riverwalk I-Epright 0.15 12/29/2006 3710/9
Lyman Avenue Park Expansion Rumana 1.5 12/29/2006 4112/1
Madison Street Nature Preserve | Irwin 0.818 3/1/2007 3704/27
Madison Street Nature Preserve Il | Lemley Loreng 0.836 3/1/2007 4104/1
Pompton Riverwalk: Phase | (3) Riverwalk 1-Chung 0.1865 8/1/2007 308/8
Pompton Riverwalk: Phase | (4) Riverwalk I-Konwiser 0.27 1/31/2008 3710/4
Pompton Riverwalk: Phase | (5) Riverwalk I-Sabani 0.2108 12/30/2008 309/2
Pompton Riverwalk: Phase Il (6) Riverwalk Il-Pierone 0.692 12/31/2008 3709/1
Pompton Riverwalk: Phase Il (7) Riverwalk Il-Davey 0.2221 1/9/2009 4116/5
Pompton Riverwalk: Phase Il (9) Riverwalk Il -Barry 0.14 11/16/2009 3710/7
Pompton Riverwalk:Phase Il (10) Riverwalk IlI-Korth 0.287 12/28/2009 3708/3
Pompton Riverwalk: Phase Ill (11) | Riverwalk lll-Giuliano 0.153 4/30/2010 4116/15
Pompton Riverwalk: Phase IV (12) | Riverwalk IV-Berkshire 0.595 12/22/2010 308/2
Pompton Riverwalk: Phase IV (11) | Riverwalk IV-Shudtz 0.279 12/22/2010 4604/3
Pompton Riverwalk: Phase IV (13) | Riverwalk IV-Hunt 0.285 12/22/2010 4603/1
Pompton Riverwalk: Phase IV (14) | Riverwalk IV-Soldatenkov 0.208 1/3/2011 4116/23
Pompton Riverwalk: Phase IV (15) | Riverwalk IV-Gidi 0.287 10/26/2011 3708/4
Pompton Riverwalk: Phase IV (16) | Riverwalk IV-Weir 0.252 12/28/2011 4116/7
Pompton Riverwalk: Phase V (17) | Riverwalk V-Harper 0.149 3/16/2012 3711/4
Pompton Riverwalk: Phase V (18) | Riverwalk V-Moeller (Wilson) 0.19 3/16/2012 3711/3
Pompton Riverwalk: Phase V (19) | Riverwalk V-Kica 0.147 4/11/2012 4116/14
Pompton Riverwalk: Phase V (20) | Riverwalk V-Van Dunk 0.183 4/11/2012 308/7
Pompton Riverwalk: Phase V (21) | Riverwalk V — Miuccio 0.359 4/27/2012 4115/15

Foothills Park

The Township preserved this 4 acre property in 1999 for $500,000 from West Park
Associates. The property had been approved for a 51,000 square foot office building and
had an appraised value of $675,000. The property, at the eastern edge of the Highlands
Physiographic Province, is steeply sloped and makes a natural addition to the Township’s
Foothills Park, already located at the bottom of the incline. The addition of the hill and
the hilltop to Foothills Park has allowed the continuation of recreational activities,
including sleigh riding, for local residents. Foothills Park has also been identified as an
aquifer recharge area for our adjacent municipal wells.

Pompton Plains Rail Station

Through a $75,000 grant that was awarded by the Morris County Historic Preservation
Trust Fund, and the Township’s Open Space Trust Fund, this historic property was
permanently preserved.  This was the first acquisition by the Township using its
municipal open space trust fund dollars. The County grant award was one of the eighteen
historic grants awarded by the County in June of 2001. According to the Historic
Highlights of Pequannock, the Pompton Plains Passenger Station “is one of the few
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surviving late nineteenth century stations typifying such structures before the tremendous
expansion of the railroads in the early twentieth century. This stick style building is
considered one of the finest in design among the survivors.” The Passenger Station is
now open to the public as a museum, where residents are able to learn more about the
station’s history and the role it played in shaping the region. The town has restored the
grounds surrounding the station to the way it was in 1910.

Golden Panther Park
Although only 0.5 acres in size, this park provides a buffer from further industrial
development. The property is used as a pocket park for local residents.

Lyman Avenue Park Expansion

This acquisition successfully expanded Lyman Avenue Park in Pequannock Township
with 1.5 additional acres of forest and wetlands. This parcel adjoins the original section
of the park, whose amenities include a tot lot playground and trails connecting the
surrounding neighborhoods to the park.

Madison Street Community Nature Preserve

These properties expanded the opportunities for trail connectivity and preservation of the
riparian corridor for Township residents. This project area builds upon a successful,
existing project area for the Township, the Lyman Avenue Park Expansion. Lyman
Avenue Park and the Madison Street Community Nature Preserve connect by way of an
existing forested path located above a pipeline. Together the two resources provide
neighborhood destinations for nature and recreation.

Pompton Riverwalk

While the concept of a riverside park running the length of the community was identified
in the 1950 Master Plan, the larger idea was not pursued until the early 1970’s when the
Township leased Aquatic Park in order to preserve it from development in an era prior to
floodplain development regulations and wetland preservation legislation. In the mid
1980’s floodway property acquisitions moved the concept further to completion but there
was no additional activity. In 2002, the Open Space Advisory Committee prepared a
proposal for the revival of the concept which was accepted by the Township Council as
the primary focus of the Township’s open space program. Now known the Pompton
Riverwalk, this multi-phase flood mitigation preservation project has achieved
tremendous success under the leadership of Pequannock Township and the Pequannock
Township Open Space Advisory Committee, with the assistance of The Land
Conservancy of New Jersey. Homes around the banks of the Pompton River, as well as
the riparian corridor have long suffered from flooding. Rather than continuing in the
model of flood and rescue, Pequannock Township officials and the Open Space Advisory
Committee decided to pursue a different and beneficial flood protection strategy.

The Riverwalk program provides flood protection for severely impacted residences and
private property, while creating new public recreation opportunities in the community.
Targeting the most flood prone homes and streets in the municipality, 21 lots have been
acquired under the Riverwalk initiative during the first five phases of the Riverwalk
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project. These properties have been subsequently cleared to provide flood storage.
Through their preservation, a new community park will be created, locally known as the
Pompton Riverwalk.

With the acquisition of the last home on North Pequannock Avenue, the Township no
longer has to rescue and evacuate residents of this neighborhood. This program has been
extremely well received by flood weary residents on some of Pequannock’s hardest hit
streets. The Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders, with the support of the County
Open Space Committee, has funded Pequannock Township’s annual requests for grant
funds for the Pompton Riverwalk project. The Township and Conservancy are now
entering Phase V and VI of the Riverwalk. Since its initial grant request for this project,
the Township has used $2,511,050 in grant funding from Morris County for the
Riverwalk project and has matched this with funds provided through Green Acres
totaling $2,330,150.

The January 2011 report to the Governor from the Passaic River Basin Flood Advisory
Commission identified goals which included expanding and expediting property buyouts
and preservation of the flood storage area, among the fifteen recommendations provided
to the Governor. The Township accelerated the success of its conservation and flood
protection program through the Pompton Riverwalk initiative.
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TENCY

PLANNING CONSIS

One of the aims of the Open Space and Recreation Plan Update is to make certain that its
goals remain consistent with the overall vision for the Township expressed in the various
elements of the Master Plan, as well as other relevant planning documents. This includes
the Morris County Open Space Plan, Morris County Master Plan, State of New Jersey
Development and Redevelopment Plan, Highlands Regional Master Plan, and Garden
State Greenways. This Open Space and Recreation Plan Update will, as an element of
the Master Plan, contribute to the vision of guiding the Township that is found within the
Master Plan.

Municipal Planning

Master Plan (1994) and Revisions (1995)

Pequannock Township adopted its first Master Plan in 1950. The Master Plan Re-
examination of 1994/1995 was intended to addresses land development issues within the
Township. The objectives of the Open Space and Recreation Plan in 2000 were adopted
from the 1994 Pequannock Township Master Plan and 1995 revisions. These objectives
continue to guide Open Space and Recreation objectives within the Township. In the
1995 revisions, two of the five Sense of Place goals (p. 25) are directed towards an Open
Space Program:

e “Protection and conservation of the natural environment and natural component of
the developed environment so as to contribute to species diversification, wildlife
protection and habitat, flood water retention, and the preservation of scenic
areas.”

e “Protection of lands that are sensitive to disruption and pollution, including the
Pompton and Pequannock River corridors, floodplains, wetlands, aquifer recharge
areas, steep slopes, and forested areas.”

Five of the Sense of Place Objectives and Polices (p. 25) also relate to an Open Space and
Recreation program:

e “Promote a Path and Trail System that will utilize existing trails and, with new
linkages, will connect the Township’s parks and open spaces.”

e “Preserve all lakes and wetlands.”

e “Limit development along rivers, streams, and ditches, and around lakes so as to
create buffers, and where possible, greenways and paths. Coordinate the
conservation of these areas with adjacent communities utilizing conservation
easements and other lands protection mechanisms.”
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e “Preserve and protect the area of confluence of the Pequannock and Wanaque
Rivers which include numerous islands and coordinate these efforts with adjacent
communities.”

e “Protect areas of steep slopes and scenic stream corridors of the Waughaw
Mountains.”

All of the Recreation and Community Facilities Policies and Objectives (p.29) were
applicable to the implementation of the 2000 Open Space and Recreation Plan:
e “Support the implementation of the recommendations of the Department of Parks
and Recreation regarding additions and improvements to park facilities.”
e “Seek the creation of a parking area that would provide access to the northern
portion of Mountainside Park.”

2003 & 2009 Master Plan Reexaminations

The 2003 and 2009 Master Plan Reexaminations addressed the major problems and
objectives relating to land development in Pequannock since the adoption of the
1994/1995 Master Plan Reexamination. These plans discuss the extent to which there
have been significant changes in the assumptions, policies, and objectives forming the
Master Plan and how the objectives previously outlined have been addressed to date, as
well as making recommendations for the future. Most of the objectives outlined in the
1994/1995 Reexamination remained important goals for the Township to address, and
both the 2003 and 2009 Reexaminations discussed how they continued to do so.
However, in both the 2003 and 2009 Reexaminations, “seeking the creation of a parking
area that would provide access to the northern portion of Mountainside Park” was no
longer a priority for the Township and its recreation goals as it had been in 1995
(Township of Pequannock Master Plan Reexamination Report).

Morris County Master Plan Open Space Element (1988)
The Morris County Master Plan Open Space Element was developed “to provide a
framework for county and municipal planning efforts so that open space can be preserved
for an increasing population” (Morris County Master Plan Open Space Element 1998). In
1988, the County recognized that lands that were assumed to be forever open, such as
watershed lands, golf courses and private recreation clubs, were being developed, thus
reducing the open space available to a growing population. The following list of
principles for open space and recreation in Morris County was developed with input from
the Morris County Planning Board and the Morris County Park Commission. They reflect
the priorities of the County residents, and are consistent with the objectives outlined by
Pequannock Township’s Master Plan and various Township committees, including the
Open Space Advisory Committee:

e Enhancement of the quality of life in Morris County

e Protection of the environment

e Expansion of recreational opportunity

The County also maintains the Morris County Open Space and Farmland Preservation

Trust Fund. Established by the Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders in 1992, the
Fund seeks to provide financial support to aid in the preservation of open space,
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recreational lands, and areas of environmental significance. The following entities are
eligible to apply for funding: any of the thirty-nine municipalities in the County of
Morris, Morris County Park Commission, Morris County Municipal Utilities Authority,
Morris County Agricultural Development Board, and qualified charitable conservancies.
Since the Fund’s inception, through January 2012, the Trust has aided in the preservation
of 20,300 acres (Morris County Open Space Trust Fund).

Currently, the Morris County Trust is funded at a rate of 1.25 cents per $100 of assessed
property value. Of the funds collected, 25% are directed to municipal and/or qualified
charitable conservancies for open space preservation projects with an additional 20% of
the fund allocated toward “discretionary projects,” which can include grants for open
space.

In March 2012 the Board of Chosen Freeholders approved the establishment of a Morris
County Flood Mitigation and Buy-out program to relieve municipalities faced with
purchasing flood damaged residences. Based upon the “Pequannock Model” of flood
mitigation and blueway design, this new program will accept applications on a rolling
basis for projects which have been approved by FEMA or have been identified within a
project area of homes experiencing substantial damage from storms. The properties will
be preserved as open space, and the County’s funding will be provided, in 2012, through
unencumbered funds through the Morris County Preservation Trust Fund.

Morris County Master Plan Bicycle and Pedestrian Element (1998)
The Element sets the following goals:
e Establish a coordinated bicycle and pedestrian network
e Develop planning policies and procedures that encourage opportunities for
bicycling and walking
e Promote awareness and acceptance of these alternate modes of transportation
e Create safe bicycle and pedestrian facilities

Currently there are several proposed “shared roadways” in Pequannock Township,
including Newark-Pompton Turnpike, Hillview Road, and Jacksonville Road. Shared
roadways do not have a designated bicycle lane or sidewalk, and may not be wide enough
for a separate lane but are often utilized by cyclists and pedestrians for this purpose.
There is a proposal for a separate bicycle lane along much of West Parkway, and a multi-
use path is proposed through the northeastern portion of the Township.

Morris County Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan (2008)

Recognizing that agriculture is a major component of the County economy and that
farmland is an irreplaceable natural resource, the Comprehensive Farmland Preservation
Plan lays out the long-term goals and provides a framework for the County’s efforts in
preserving its remaining agricultural lands. The County’s farmland preservation program
is administered by the County Agriculture Development Board and is directed toward
properties within the Agricultural Development Area (ADA), defined on a parcel-by-
parcel basis for “land that has the potential for long-term agricultural viability” (p. 4-1).
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Most of Pequannock's working agricultural land is located in the southwestern corner of
the Township and is included within the County's (ADA). This includes four farms that
the County deems eligible for preservation, covering 135 acres. Located between East
Ditch and West Ditch, these farms help connect the Township to its earliest settlement,
when the Ditches were engineered to drain wetlands for agriculture. Participation in the
County Farmland Preservation Program would be a major step toward ensuring that
Pequannock continues to maintain this vital link to its agricultural history.

Highlands Regional Master Plan (2008)

The New Jersey Highlands Region, an area of 859,358 acres in the northwestern portion
of the State, includes 88 municipalities and portions of seven counties. This region
represents a vital source of drinking water for more than half of New Jersey’s residents.
Recognizing the necessity to protect and preserve the State’s drinking water supply, the
State Legislature enacted the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act (P.L. 2004, c.
120, known as the Highlands Act) on August 10, 2004, to promote environmental
protection, as well as economic viability for the communities of the Highlands Region.
The Highlands Act established a 15-member planning review board for the region, the
Highlands Council, and charged the Council with creating a Master Plan that would
determine the type of development and activity sustainable within the Highlands region.
On July 17, 2008, the Highlands Council approved the final version of the Highlands
Regional Master Plan (RMP). The Plan was approved by Governor Corzine on
September 5, 2008.

The Highlands Act identified all lands within the Region as either Preservation Area or
Planning Area. Municipal and county conformance with the RMP is mandatory within
the Preservation Area and voluntary in the Planning Area. In Morris County, 46%
(59,092 acres) of the land base lies within the Planning Area and 54% (70,773) in the
Preservation Area. In Pequannock Township 475 acres are located in the preservation
area and 4,060 are located in the Planning Area. A map showing the Highlands Planning
and Preservation Area in Pequannock Township is included within the Maps Section of
this Plan.

Within each of the major regulatory areas, the RMP assigns overlay zones that reflect the
existing land uses and the guidelines for future uses that will best preserve and protect the
water resources and other critical environmental features of that zone. There are three
primary zones (Protection, Conservation, and Existing Community) and four subzones
(Wildlife Management, Lake Community, and Conservation - Environmentally
Constrained, Existing Community - Environmentally Constrained). These subzones help
recognize the unique features and needs of smaller patches of high-value environmental
resources. These zones are identified on the Land Use Capability Zone Map included
within the Maps Section of this Plan.

The zones identified in Pequannock Township encompass:
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e Protection Zone: Consists of high natural resource value lands that are important to
maintaining water quality, water quantity and sensitive ecological resources and
processes. Land acquisition is a high priority in the Protection Zone.

e Existing Community Zone: Consists of areas with regionally significant concentrated
development signifying existing communities. These areas tend to have limited
environmental constraints due to previous development patterns, and may have existing
infrastructure that can support development and redevelopment.

e Existing Community — Environmentally Constrained Sub-Zone: Consists of
significant contiguous Critical Habitat, steep slopes, and forested lands within the
Existing Community Zone that should be protected from further fragmentation. They
serve as regional habitat “stepping stones” to larger contiguous Critical Habitat and
forested areas.

e Lake Community Sub-Zone: Consists of patterns of community development that are
within the Existing Community Zone within 1,000 feet of lakes.

The Highlands Act includes provisions for the preservation of open space to protect and
enhance ecosystem function, particularly those relating to drinking water supplies and
quality. The RMP includes a Land Preservation and Stewardship program that is
intended to coordinate the various policies and objectives of the RMP that would be
served by targeted acquisition of open space. Given limits on funding, the RMP
establishes land preservation priorities within its Conservation Priority Area, along with
the entirety of its Special Environmental Zone (within which development is not to
occur). Planning Area Priority Areas are classified as moderate. The RMP commits the
Highlands Council to collaborate and coordinate with NJDEP Green Acres, local
governments, and local organizations to preserve these priority natural spaces.

New Jersey State Development and Redevelopment Plan (2001)

The State Planning Commission adopted the State Development and Redevelopment Plan
(SDRP) on March 1, 2001. The State Plan serves as a guide for public and private sector
investment in New Jersey, looking toward the year 2020. The primary objectives of the
State Plan are the redevelopment, maintenance, and revitalization of existing
communities and the development of new communities in compact forms with a mix of
uses. Thus, the overall goal of the State Plan is to promote development and
redevelopment that will consume less land and fewer natural resources, and use the
State’s infrastructure more efficiently.

The SDRP identifies five Planning Areas within the State where different sets of goals
and guidelines are considered appropriate to determine development activities. These
Planning Areas are labeled as Metropolitan, Suburban, Fringe, Rural and
Environmentally Sensitive lands. The SDRP also identifies Designated Centers where
future development and redevelopment activities are most appropriate and will be
actively promoted. Centers are categorized as Urban Centers, Regional Centers, Towns,
Villages, and Hamlets corresponding to criteria including size, regional location,
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population, residential and employment densities, and available housing stock. The
combination of Planning Areas and Designated Centers establishes a comprehensive
framework for pursuing land use and development regulation throughout New Jersey.

Metropolitan Planning Areas (PA1) comprise the most intensely developed regions in
the state. The goals in this planning area category revolve around revitalizing existing
cities and towns by encouraging compact growth and redevelopment. The Metropolitan
Planning Area is identified as the most appropriate location for future development in
New Jersey. The portion of the Township from East Ditch east to Passaic County is
located within PAL. The Policy Objectives for PA1 that apply to Pequannock Township’s
open space goals are;

Policy Objective 1: Land Use: Promote redevelopment and development in
Cores and neighborhoods of Centers and in Nodes that have been identified
through cooperative regional planning efforts. Promote diversification of land
uses, including housing where appropriate, in single use developments and
enhance their linkages to the rest of the community. Ensure efficient and
beneficial utilization of scarce land resources throughout the Planning Area to
strengthen its existing diversified and compact nature.

Policy Objective 5: Natural Resource Conservation: Reclaim environmentally
damaged sites and mitigate future negative impacts, particularly to waterfronts,
scenic vistas, wildlife habitats and to Critical Environmental Sites, and Historic
and Cultural Sites. Give special emphasis to improving air quality. Use open
space to reinforce neighborhood and cultural identity, and protect natural linear
systems, including regional systems that link to other Planning Areas.

Policy Objective 7: Recreation: Provide maximum active and passive
recreational opportunities and facilities at the neighborhood, local and regional
levels by concentrating on the maintenance and rehabilitation of existing parks
and open space while expanding and linking the system through redevelopment
and reclamation projects.

Policy Objective 8: Redevelopment: Encourage redevelopment at intensities
sufficient to support transit, a broad range of uses and efficient use of
infrastructure. Promote design that enhances public safety, encourages pedestrian
activity and reduces dependency on the automobile.

Fringe Planning Areas (PA3) act as a buffer between the more developed Metropolitan
and Suburban Planning Areas and the less developed Rural and Environmentally
Sensitive Planning Areas. The Fringe Planning Area allows for growth in its centers, but
protects the environs primarily as open lands as well as protecting the character of
existing communities and natural resources. The portion of the Township west of East
Ditch to Kinnelon is located in PA3. The policy objectives for PA3 that apply to
Pequannock Township’s open space goals are:
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Policy Objective 1: Land Use: Focus development and redevelopment in
appropriately located and designed centers to accommodate growth that would
otherwise occur in the Environs. Protect the Environs primarily as open land.
Development and redevelopment in the Environs should not exceed the carrying
capacity of the area and should maintain or enhance the character of the Environs.

Policy Objective 5: Natural Resource Conservation: Strategically acquire open
space to define Centers and to maintain contiguous open space corridors that link
to other Planning Areas and Centers.

Policy Objective 7: Recreation: Provide maximum active and passive
recreational opportunities and facilities at neighborhood and local levels by
targeting the acquisition and development of neighborhood and municipal park
land within Centers. Provide regional recreation opportunities by targeting park
land acquisitions and improvements that enhance large contiguous open space
systems.

Policy Objective 8: Redevelopment: Encourage appropriate redevelopment in
existing Centers and existing developed areas that have the potential to become
Centers, or in ways that support Center-based development, to accommodate
growth that would otherwise occur in the Environs. Redevelop with intensities
sufficient to support transit, a broad range of uses, efficient use of infrastructure,
and physical design features that enhance public safety, encourage pedestrian
activity and reduce dependency on the automobile.

Centers are defined by the New Jersey State Planning Commission as “compact forms of
development that, compared to sprawl development, consume less land, deplete fewer
natural resources and are more efficient in the delivery of public services.” (SDRP)
Centers become proposed and then designated after the municipalities or counties that
encompass them submit development plans to the State Planning Commission, which are
subsequently endorsed by the Office of Smart Growth. (SDRP) There are no designated
centers in Pequannock Township. The neighboring Borough of Lincoln Park has the only
currently designated Center in Morris County; it is a Town Center and its status is
partially expired (Office of Smart Growth) .

Pequannock Township also contains many State designated Critical Environmental Sites
(CES). These are sites less than one square mile which contain locally important aquifer
recharge areas, critical slope areas, wetlands, significant natural features, the floodways
of the Pequannock and Pompton Rivers, and the floodplains adjacent to the East and
West Ditches (Pequannock Township Environmental Resource Inventory). This
designation means that these sites are of local, regional, or statewide significance, making
protection and enhancement a primary goal.

A map of the state planning areas, including the Critical Environmental Sites within the

municipality is shown on the State Plan Map included within the Maps Section of this
Plan.
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The State Plan is undergoing revision and update. A draft Final State Plan is available for
review on the Office of Smart Growth website. Morris County submitted a cross-
acceptance report to the State in March 2005.

Draft Final State Strategic Plan: New Jersey’s State Development and Redevelopment
Plan (2011 Draft):

The State Strategic Plan is the 2011 update to the 2001 State Development and
Redevelopment Plan focusing “sustainable economic growth” by targeting “vibrant
regions” for job growth, “supporting effective regional planning and preserving the
State’s critical resources.” The draft document lists a number of “Garden State Values
and Goals” for the state. The following Garden State Value (page 30) would be
applicable to Pequannock’s Open Space and Recreation Plan goals:

Garden State Value #9) Protect, Restore and Enhance Agricultural, Recreational and
Heritage Lands: Support agriculture and locally-grown food consumption through
protection and preservation of farmland. Protect agricultural, historic sites and
landscapes. Provide neighborhood parks and recreational systems.

The following goal (page 32) would help to further Pequannock’s open space program:
Goal 3: Preservation and Enhancement of Critical State Resources: Ensure that
strategies for growth include preservation of the State’s critical natural,
agricultural, scenic, recreation and historic resources, recognizing the role they
play in sustaining and improving the quality of life for New Jersey residents and
attracting economic growth.

Garden State Greenways

As a tool for open space planning, Garden State Greenways helps municipalities working
to preserve the best natural and recreational resources determine where to get started. The
Garden State Greenways is a vision for a statewide system of interconnected natural
lands, or greenways, in New Jersey. The project defines greenways as “hubs” and
“connectors.” The Garden State Greenways map for Pequannock Township is shown on
the following page.

e Hubs represent non-fragmented natural areas remaining in New Jersey’s
landscape. These natural resources—wetlands, forests, fertile soils, grasslands,
beaches and diverse plant and animal habitat—provide New Jersey residents with
clean water, clean air, a healthy food supply, scenic areas and recreation. These
resources maintain a healthy environment for people to live in New Jersey.

e Connectors link the hubs. One goal of the Garden State Greenways is to have an
outdoor area within a ten-minute walk or bike ride from people’s homes. Garden
State Greenways connect people to the outdoors physically, by inviting
exploration of New Jersey’s nature, and intellectually, by showing people how
nature is working to keep our home state healthy and safe.
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Sustainable Jersey

Pequannock Township has registered with Sustainable Jersey, a certification program for
municipalities in New Jersey that want to take steps to sustain their quality of life over
the long term. Sustainable Jersey provides clear “how to” guidance and tools, as well as
provides access to grants and identifies existing and new funding opportunities to help
municipalities to accomplish these actions. New Jersey is the first state in the nation to
have a comprehensive sustainability program for communities that links certification with
strong state and private financial incentives, and a fully resourced program of technical
support and training. These resources will give the Township of Pequannock the
necessary tools to pursue a healthy and sustainable long term plan for their community,
and upon successful completion of the action items the Township will become certified
with Sustainable Jersey, setting a precedent for other municipalities in New Jersey.

In July of 2011, the Township of Pequannock adopted Resolution No. R2011-149 to
establish a municipal Green Team Advisory Committee as part of the Township’s
Sustainable Jersey certification. (see Appendix) The formation of a “Green Team” is the
first step in establishing a community sustainability program. The Green Team is
composed of members from different branches of the Township government. This
consolidated effort is meant to create a sustainable government in all areas rather than
being divided by separate missions. Green Teams leverage the skills and expertise of
team members to develop plans, implement programs, and assist with educational
opportunities that support the creation of a sustainable community. The team’s role is to
lead and coordinate the sustainability activities of the community.

Sustainable Jersey offers two levels of certification, bronze and silver, silver requiring the
completion of more action items. There are 16 categories from which municipalities may
receive points, including natural resources and community partnership and outreach, both
an area of interest for the Township of Pequannock.

The Bronze Level of certification requires the establishment of a mandatory Green Team,
implementation of 2 out of 7 Priority Actions, and a total of 150 points. Actions must be
completed in 6 of the 16 categories to be eligible for certification. The Silver Level of
certification requires the establishment of a mandatory Green Team, implementation of 3
out of 7 Priority Actions, and a total of 350 points. Actions must be completed in 8 of the
16 categories to be eligible for certification (Action for Sustainable Communities,
Sustainable Jersey).

The Township has agreed to pursue a number of different programs in the effort to obtain
Sustainable Jersey certification. These are outlined on the Sustainable Jersey website and
described below:

e Community Education and Outreach — Community education and outreach builds
awareness and understanding of sustainability within the community and
encourages community members to understand how issues relating to
sustainability impact their daily lives.
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e Education for Sustainability Program- Education for sustainability programs are
long-term projects to incorporate green learning initiatives into K-12 school-based
curriculum through topics such as the built environment, energy, and food
systems.

e Municipal Audit (One Building) — An energy audit is an assessment of how
energy is being used in a particular building (in this case, a municipal building)
and how that building can be more energy efficient. It helps a municipality outline
a Carbon Footprint and from there, steps can be taken towards reducing
greenhouse gas emissions.

e Environmental Commission — An Environmental Commission is comprised of
town residents who represent the community and its’ long-term environmental
interests. Pequannock Township’s Environmental Commission consists of seven
members and two alternates (Township of Pequannock Environmental
Commission).

e Open Space Plans — An open space plan (such as this one) is an important part of
Sustainable Jersey certification. Open space plans lay out a framework for plans
to preserve land in a municipality. Land may be preserved for recreational reasons
(park land, hiking/biking trails, etc) or environmental reasons (protection of
wetlands, critical drinking water, replanting of trees to offset CO, emissions, etc),
or even economic reasons (open space tends to increase the value of private
property surrounding the open space). Open spaces and open space planning are
crucial in the effort towards sustainability for any municipality.

¢ Tree Maintenance Programs- Tree Maintenance Programs promote the long term
health and sustainability of trees within the township by working to preserve
street tree coverage, reducing tree hazard conditions, and promote healthy trees
within the community through proper care and maintenance.

¢ Tree Hazard and Health Assessment Inventory Projects- A Tree Hazard is any
standing tree, dead or alive, which has structural defects making them more likely
to be involved in accidents resulting in physical injury or property damage. Upon
completion of a tree hazard and health assessment inventory, Pequannock can
work to minimize tree hazard conditions while implementing programs to
maintain and preserve street tree coverage, supporting the long- term health of
trees within the Township working within their Tree Maintenance Program.

Efficient Landscape Design- Efficient landscaping design takes into consideration
the local climate and native vegetation, requiring minimal inputs while creating
low-maintenance, cost-efficient, functional, environmental friendly, and
aesthetically pleasing landscapes.
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URCES

INVENTORY OF OUTDOOR RESO

This section of the Open Space and Recreation Plan Update inventories the open space
lands in the Township of Pequannock as depicted on the Open Space Map. This map was
developed with ESRI’s ArcGIS 9.3 software. Acreages may vary slightly from the
Township’s tax records, as they were calculated using the ArcGIS software, and are
included within the Parcel Data Tables in the Appendix. Property information was
gathered from the New Jersey County Tax Boards database (2012) and confirmed by the
Township Tax Assessor, where necessary. The vacant lands and outdoor recreation sites
listed below may have structures or other improvements on them, but could have
potential for open space acquisition. All acreages below are rounded to the nearest acre
unless otherwise stated, see Appendix for greater detail.

Preserved Land

State Parks and Open Space (Class 15C)

There are 14 properties totaling 3 acres in Pequannock Township that are owned by the
State of New Jersey, and are permanently preserved. All of these parcels are small, and
there are none larger than a third of an acre. The largest of these is 0.3 acres large, and is
located along the eastern boundary of the municipality on Riverside Drive along the
Pompton River.

As of the publication of Pequannock’s Open Space and Recreation Plan in July 2000, all
the of the above acres were preserved.

County Parks and Open Space (Class 15C)

There are 10 parcels totaling 147 acres in Pequannock Township that are owned by
Morris County, and are permanently preserved. All of these parcels are part of the Sunset
Valley Golf Course, a public 18 hole golf course.

As of the publication of Pequannock’s Open Space and Recreation Plan in July 2000, all
of the above acres were preserved.

Preserved Municipal Open Space (Class 15C) - (Classified on 2012 ROSI)

Pequannock Township has recently updated their Recreation and Open Space Inventory
(ROSI) filed with NJDEP Green Acres (see Appendix). There are 588 acres listed on the
ROSI (as measured using the ArcGIS software, on the ROSI document using the tax
assessor data there are a total of 591 acres). Pequannock Township holds a long term
lease on four properties that are used for conservation/recreation purposes. These parcels

Township of Pequannock Open Space & Recreation Plan Update — May 2012 23



are listed on the Township’s ROSI under the lease section and are portions of Aquatic
Park, located in the northeastern corner of the Township along the bank of the
Pequannock River.

As of the publication of Pequannock’s Open Space and Recreation Plan in July 2000,
372 of the above acres were preserved or long term leased. This leaves 216 acres of
newly public land since the publication of the 2000 Open Space and Recreation Plan.

Non-Public Preserved Property

There is one 152 acre parcel in Pequannock Township that is protected as part of a
Wetland Mitigation Bank which extends into neighboring Lincoln Park Borough. This is
a privately owned parcel that is preserved under a conservation easement or conservation
restriction to protect created or natural freshwater wetlands, open waters or uplands. It is
located in the southeastern corner of the Township, along the border with Lincoln Park.

As of the publication of Pequannock’s Open Space and Recreation Plan in July 2000, the
above acres were not yet preserved. This leaves 152 acres of newly preserved non-public
land since the publication of the 2000 Open Space and Recreation Plan.

Properties Protected Through a Historic and/or Conservation Easement

The former Belyea property on Mountain Avenue (Block 501, Lot 1) has a Historic
Preservation and Conservation Easement that restricts this property from future
development. This easement was granted on June 30, 1993 from Marguerite and Robert
Belyea to the Morris County Trust for Historic Preservation. This property is 16 acres
and is located on Mountain Avenue.

Charles and Eleanor Bogert granted a Historic Preservation and Conservation Easement
to the Morris County Trust for Historic Preservation (dated September 19, 1980) for their
property located on Route 23. This property is 2 acres (Block 1401, Lot 1)

There is a Conservation Easement (dated September 19, 1995) held by Pequannock
Township (from Baker Firestone Limited Partnership, now owned by the Glens
Homeowners Association) for the undeveloped lands surrounding the Glens development
in the Township. This was granted as part of the Development Agreement for these
lands. There is no public access, nor public use granted as part of this easement
restriction. This property totals 183 acres; 115 acres are protected by this easement.

These properties were preserved at the time of Pequannock’s Open Space and Recreation
Plan in July 2000.

Public and Private Lands

Public Property (Class 15C)

There are 81 parcels totaling 30 acres in Pequannock Township that can be classified as
unpreserved public property (Class 15C). Most of these are small, only six of these
parcels are at least one acre, and the two largest of the parcels are just over two acres
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each. The first of these contains the Pequannock Township Public Library and is located
on the Newark-Pompton Turnpike, adjacent to Hillview Park. The second of these is
located on the eastern border of the Township along the Pompton River, off of Route 23.
Of the remaining parcels over 1 acres in size, two are owned and used by the United
Postal Service, located on the Turnpike.

Public and Private Schools (Class 15A & 15B), Church and Charitable Property (Class
15D), Other Public Property (Class 15F)

There are six parcels totaling 78 acres in Pequannock Township classified as public or
private school property (Class 15A and 15B). The largest of these is the Pequannock
Township High School. This parcel is 31 acres, and is located on Sunset Road in the
center of the Township. There are 31 parcels, totaling 117 acres in Pequannock
Township classified as church or charitable properties (Class 15D). The largest of these
is 22 acres, and is the Chilton Memorial Hospital. It is located on West Parkway, and is
adjacent to the Pequannock Township High School. There are seven parcels totaling 13
acres in Pequannock Township classified as other public property (Class 15F). The
largest of these is the 9 acre Pequannock Township Senior Citizen’s Housing
Corporation, located at 101 Boulevard, in the southern end of the Township.

In total, there are 208 acres in Pequannock Township that can be classified as public and
private schools (Class 15A & 15B), church and charitable property (Class 15D), or other
public property (Class 15F).

NJDOT Property (Class 15C)

There are 24 parcels totaling 36 acres in Pequannock Township that are owned by the
New Jersey Department of Transportation. The largest of these is a nine acre parcel off
of Interstate 287, just north of the Sunset Valley Golf Course.

Farm Assessed Property (Class 3A & 3B)

There are 24 farm assessed parcels in Pequannock Township that are not preserved or
otherwise classified in this inventory totaling 297 acres. The largest of these is 62 acres
and is in the far northeastern corner of the Township where the Pompton, Pequannock,
and Ramapo Rivers converge.

Residential (Class 2) > 1 Acre

The Township of Pequannock contains 164 parcels totaling 290 acres that are residential
(Class 2) and are 1 acre or larger. These parcels are privately owned and have an existing
house structure on them. They are included in this open space inventory, because some
of these lots may represent an opportunity to expand an existing municipal park. Also if
a portion of a property is underutilized by the owner, it could potentially be used as part
of a trail design in the municipality. There are three parcels that are approximately seven
acres, and are the largest residential parcels in the Township. The first of these is located
at 208 Jacksonville Road along the Township border with Lincoln Park. The second is
located on 200 Sunset Road, and is across the street from Rockledge Park. The third is
adjacent to the Sunset Valley Golf Course.

Township of Pequannock Open Space & Recreation Plan Update — May 2012 25



Commercial (Class 4A) > 1 Acre, Industrial (Class 4B) > 1 Acre

There are 49 properties totaling 164 acres in Pequannock Township that are larger than
one acre and are classified as commercial property (Class 4A). The largest of these is 18
acres and is located on the eastern edge of the Township along the Pompton River, at the
intersection of Route 23 and Jackson Avenue. There are 11 properties totaling 41 acres
in Pequannock Township that are larger than one acre, are classified as industrial
property (Class 4B), and are not classified elsewhere in this inventory. The largest of
these is 12 acres. It is located on Alexander Avenue, and is adjacent to Washington Park.

In total, there are 205 acres in Pequannock Township that can be classified as commercial
(Class 4A) or industrial (Class 4B), are greater then one acre, and are not classified
elsewhere in this inventory.

Apartments (Class 4C) > 1 Acre

The Township of Pequannock contains 3 parcels totaling 150 acres that are apartments
(Class 4A) and are 1 acre or larger. These parcels are privately owned and have an
existing apartment structure on them. They are included in this open space inventory,
because some of these lots may represent an opportunity to expand an existing municipal
park. Also if a portion of a property is underutilized by the owner, it could potentially be
used as part of a trail design in the municipality. The largest of these is the 146 acre
senior living facility, Cedar Crest Village. It is located in the far northwestern corner of
the municipality, adjacent to Mountainside Park.

Vacant Land (Class 1)

There are 117 parcels totaling 198 acres in Pequannock Township that can be classified
as vacant (Class 1) land. The largest of these is 42 acres, and is located at the intersection
of Route 23 and Alexander Avenue.

Preserved Lands in the Township of Pequannock

The Township of Pequannock contains 1,023 acres of permanently protected open space,
parks, and recreation areas. This includes State land, County land, Municipal land, and
non-public preserved land, making up approximately 22% of the Township’s 4,549 acres
(7.1 square miles).

State Parks and Open Space 3 acres
County Parks and Open Space 147 acres
Municipal Open Space 588 acres
Non-Public Preserved Property 152 acres
Properties Protected via Easement 133 acres
Total Preserved Lands 1,023 acres

Since the publication of Pequannock’s Open Space and Recreation Plan in July 2000, an
additional 279 acres have been preserved, representing 27% of the total amount of
preserved lands in the Township.
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The Township of Pequannock’s Open Space Inventory

The Open Space Inventory is the list of lands in the municipality that Pequannock
Township should look toward when planning for future open space preservation. This
list is comprehensive and includes property that is not traditionally thought of as “open
space.” In order to increase the amount of preserved land within the municipality, this
Open Space and Recreation Plan Update recommends that Pequannock Township utilize
a diverse inventory of lands to prioritize properties for acquisition.

NJDOT Property (Class 15C) 36 acres

Farm Assessed Property (Class 3A & 3B) 297 acres
Vacant Land (Class 1) 198 acres
Inventory of Land (Subtotal I) 531 acres

Of the 4,549 acres in Pequannock Township, 548 acres, or 12% of the municipality, are
undeveloped and are potentially available for open space preservation.

The Township may also look to preserve land that is already developed, but either the
entire property, or a portion of that property may be suitable for recreation or
conservation. These lands include property which is privately owned and is greater than
1 acre in size:

Public Property (Class 15C) 30 acres
School (Class 15A & 15B), Church & Charitable Property (Class

15D), Other Public Property (Class 15F) 208 acres
Residential (Class 2) > 1 acre 290 acres
Commercial > 0.5 acres and Industrial > 1 acre 205 acres
Apartments (Class 4C) > 1 acre 150 acres
Inventory of Land (Subtotal I1) 883 acres
Inventory of Land (Total) 1,414 acres

Utilizing an expanded definition of potential open space to include parcels which may
have structures on them, an additional 833 acres may be potentially available for open
space preservation.
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PRESERVATION PRIORITIES AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

“'\

A system of open space considers the needs of Pequannock together with its resources to
weave a comprehensive plan that identifies areas called out by their distinctive attributes
and capacities for meeting the Township’s specific open space goals. The areas of focus
are referred to as “greenways”. Greenways are “corridors of protected public and private
land established along rivers, stream valleys, ridges, abandoned railroad corridors,
utility rights-of-way, canals, scenic roads, or other linear features. They link
recreational, cultural, and natural features, provide pathways for people and wildlife,
protect forests, wetlands, and grasslands, and improve the quality of life for everyone.”
(American Greenways Program) Greenways favor public spaces that welcome and
engage the community in general, especially those who like to explore and experience
things on foot. Their purpose is to “expand the opportunities for urban recreation, to
provide alternative ways to move through the city, and to enhance the experience of
nature and city life.” (Vancouver Greenways Program)

Along with the identified greenways, the Township’s centers of recreation, the historic
sites and districts of the Township, and the places identified as community focal points
(locations at which residents and visitors gather to experience the social and cultural life
of the Township) also have the potential to serve as the bases for community
involvement.  Preservation of its natural beauty and history as living parts of the
community will contribute to maintaining the Township’s character and quality of life.

The greenways and recreation focal areas identified within Pequannock are:
Rivers and Rails Walk and Ride Trails Greenway

Foothills to the Valley Greenway

Mountainside Natural Area

School Diamond Recreation Hub

This vision was developed through consideration of the documents mentioned in the
Planning Consistency section of this Plan Update and input of Pequannock officials,
committee members and the public, and with the help of the following maps, which are
part of this document and serve as planning tools for future implementation of this Plan
Update. These maps include:

v" Open Space Map

v’ Preserved Lands Map

v Land Use Capability Zone Map

v Land Use/Land Cover
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v Natural Features

v Aquifer/Groundwater Recharge Potential

v Endangered Species Habitat — NJDEP Landscape Project
v' Greenway Map

The Open Space Map includes all public lands such as state, county and municipal lands.
It also includes schools and vacant lands, both private and public. The details of how this
map was developed are included in the Inventory section. The Preserved Lands Map
shows all permanently preserved land, land use for private recreation, and publicly owned
property. This map helps to highlight where connections might occur. The Land Use
Capability Zone Map is developed from the Highlands Regional Master Plan and details
the capability zones in Pequannock, details of which are included in the Planning
Consistency section of this Plan.

An overview of how land is currently used and where natural resources are located is
detailed on a set of three maps. The first is the Land Use/Land Cover Map which
delineates the different types of land uses within the Township, clearly showing that
where urban land, or development, has not occurred, the Township is highly forested,
providing critical wildlife habitat. The Natural Features Map further highlights
environmentally sensitive features within Pequannock, including wetlands, forests and
Category 1 waters; it also shows the boundaries of HUC14 watersheds, to help provide an
understanding of drainage patterns in the Township.

The Aquifer Recharge Potential Map shows the potential for an aquifer to recharge in a
given area, ranked by well yields in gallons per minute (gpm), combined with capacity
for groundwater recharge, and ranked by average annual infiltration in inches per year.
The combined ranking provides a guide to how well the system in any given area allows
groundwater to reach and recharge the aquifer. The highest statewide aquifer ranks are
“A” (more than 500 gpm), and in Morris County, the areas of greatest groundwater
recharge have a ranking of “A” (20-23 inches per year).

The Endangered Species Habitat Map depicts habitat suitable for endangered species as
identified by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP)
Landscape Project.

The three greenways and the recreation focal area all incorporate large parts of the
Township and are illustrated on the Greenway Map. The historic sites and districts, being
more rooted in place and specific in nature, have been included to highlight the unique
features and areas within the Township that have been designated for their outstanding
historical significance.

Rivers and Rails Hike and Ride Trails Greenway

Running along and creating the eastern border of the Township, the Pequannock and
Pompton Rivers help define the town and the county in which it lies, attracting both
residential and commercial settlers to their banks. The flow of the rivers, though, has
become less an attraction and more a deterrent as regular flooding events have
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overwhelmed the desires of residents and businesses to stay so close to nature. In
response, the Township has launched an ambitious campaign to relieve flood-burdened
property owners through application to a combination of County, State, and Federal
funders and through the use of its own open space fund to acquire and clear the parcels
where water incursions are both frequent and severe. The result is a string of properties,
small and large, lying along the Township border north to south, that both protects the
more inland parts of the Township and, at the same time, offers numerous opportunities
for connecting with the natural beauties of the Pequannock and the Pompton. The
blueway being created by the Township in its efforts to preserve these properties and
connect them is known as the Pompton Riverwalk project. Complicating the connection,
though, is heavily traveled state highway Route 23, which divides the Township’s
residential neighborhoods from the rivers, as well as the rivers themselves, which
separate the Township from recreational and natural sites in neighboring Pompton Lakes
Borough and Wayne Township. Agquatic Park, with its 77 acres forming the Township’s
second-largest natural area, is isolated, with only severely limited access and parking
located north of the park proper.

Another major feature of the eastern side of the Township is a legacy of its transportation
history, the Pompton Spur of the New York, Susquehanna, and Western Railway.
Running six miles from north to south, the Spur linked the NYS&W main branch in
Riverdale to the trunk lines operated by NJ Transit and Norfolk Southern in Wayne.
Now inactive, the Spur provides a linear path that lies close to many of the Township’s
parks and recreational facilities, as well as providing crossings of Route 23 and the
Pompton River that could be adapted for non-vehicular use. In 2009, the Township in
conjunction with Morris County, received a $1.9 million Federal Transportation
Enhancement grant to design and construct a rails-to-trail conversion of the track bed of
the Spur. Acquisition of the Spur is under negotiation with the NYS&W Railway, with
retention of the overhead and underground traversing rights being a major point of
contention. The design of the proposed trail also has been shortened to 4.8 miles due to
the withdrawal of Riverdale Borough as a participating municipality.

The combination of the Riverwalk and a rails-to-trail conversion would provide the
Township with a multi-corridor pathway that links not only the disconnected riverfront
properties but also the major parks on the eastern side of the town (Town Hall Fields,
Pequannock Valley Park, Washington Park, Cherry Street Park), along with the
Township’s newest historical site, the Pompton Plains Rail Station. With the Township
already having taken a considerable lead on the riverfronts, some additional effort such as
rebuilding a pedestrian bridge over the Pequannock River with a Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) grant, it also positions the Township to extend its own
recreational opportunities by access to existing facilities such as the Joe Grill Sports
Complex in Pompton Lakes Borough and potential Passaic County development of a
Pompton River trails system and/or a Morris Canal greenway along the river.
Acquisitions along the rivers should be categorized by their ability to offer access and to
support recreation, with less accessible parcels being converted to natural buffers and
conservation areas. A model agreement for right-of-way access to be negotiated with
owners of large, private riverfront parcels remains to be written. The Township also
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needs to coordinate with Morris County on the negotiation of the purchase of the
NYS&W right-of-way, as well as the final approval of the trail design, now in final draft
form. The southern end of the combined pathways passes into and through the
abandoned Pio Costa sand and gravel pits, a State-listed Natural Heritage Priority Site,
which offers additional opportunity for developing a conservation and flood mitigation
area, as well as a potential partnership with Lincoln Park Borough, which also shares its
principal water recreation site, Community Lake, with Pequannock, which could develop
recreation for the lightly used Hidden Cove site.

The vision for this greenway is to:

e Continue to acquire properties along the Pequannock and Pompton Rivers
identified as part of the Township’s Riverwalk Project

e Work with commercial property owners to develop a model access agreement
along the riverfronts

e Review current and potential Riverwalk properties with the Parks and Recreation
Advisory Committee and the Environmental Commission to develop appropriate
recreation and/or conservation uses for each portion of the Riverwalk

e Meet with Morris County agencies to develop an action plan for completion of the
NY, Susquehanna & Western rails-to-trail conversion

e Meet with Passaic County agencies and the Borough of Pompton Lakes to
develop a design for a pedestrian/bike bridge across the Pequannock River at the
north end of the Riverwalk, along with the trails it will support on either side of
the river

e Discuss recreation and conservation opportunities with Lincoln Park Borough,
furthering common interest and access to the natural areas that lie on both sides of
the municipal borders (Community Lake, sand and gravel pits)

Foothills to the Valley Greenway

Where the eastern border of Pequannock is shaped by rivers, on its western side, its
landscape is sculpted by the Waughaw Mountain ridgeline, part of New Jersey’s critical
Highlands region. Some of the Township’s oldest homes and structures are located along
Mountain Avenue, immediately below the slopes of Pequannock Knob (aka “Turkey
Mountain”) within Mountainside Park. With a more recent period of development, this
section of the Township features more large properties and larger civil works projects
such as the course of Interstate Route 287 slicing through the Township. The Township’s
larger parks (Foothills, Rockledge, Greenview), together with the County’s Sunset Valley
Golf Course, form a string of north-south open spaces that currently remain unconnected,
even as they provide a variety of recreational opportunities and conservation challenges
to stimulate outdoors enthusiasts and environmentally minded visitors. The concern for
open space in Pequannock is witnessed by the approval for cluster development within
the Township at Greenview Estates in the 1970s, resulting in Greenview Park. Similarly,
Rockledge Park was created from clustering used on four individual developments. The
Glens, a residential development built during the early 1990s, granted conservation
easements to the Township that preserve its undeveloped areas and vegetation and that
leave open the possibility of public access for trail uses.
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With such a varied collection of open spaces, including public and private areas, areas
more suitable for recreation or more appropriate for conservation purposes, and areas that
have become popular destinations versus areas that are relatively unused, the western
portion of the Township offers a broad range of natural and athletic experiences. Yet,
many of the popular attractions like the Foothills Park dog run or the soccer/lacrosse
fields of Greenview Park are serving separate populations, due to the relative lack of
ready circulation along streets. The challenge is to work with the owners of private open
space where the possibility of access has been built into the original design (The Glens)
or where its introduction would further serve the mission of the property (such as adding
a parcourse fitness trail on Chilton Hospital grounds). Improving pedestrian and bicycle
access to these western parks simultaneously increases their visibility as recreation and
conservation areas, as well as addresses controversial issues of land use involved with
parking lot expansion to support greater public use.

The vision for this greenway is to:

e Develop a preliminary design for a pedestrian/bicycle path running from Foothills
Park to Greenview Park

e Create an outreach program to the private landowners along the greenway to
determine interest in providing access and support for a pedestrian/bicycle path
linking the parks

e Investigate the conservation potential (identified as potential wood turtle habitat)
for Rockledge Park and develop a stewardship plan that supports ecological
education as an “outdoor classroom” for the Township’s schools.

Mountainside Natural Area

With Pequannock Knaob, the highest point in the Township, Mountainside Park offers the
greatest viewpoints on the valley of the Pequannock in which the Township lies. Though
Mountainside Park was cut into two pieces (creating Foothills Park) by the construction
of Interstate 287 in the late 1980s, the separation of the park from the Township
ultimately benefitted its growth as the private land to its south and west became less
desirable for development. With the approval of Cedar Crest Village in 2000 came the
donation of several large parcels that doubled the size of the park. The trail system
within Mountainside has grown to more than six miles of blazed trails, and the Township
has been awarded several Federal grants for maintenance and improvements (reblazing,
additional signage, and benches). Along with being a popular camping site,
Mountainside has also benefitted from several Scout projects including construction of
pavilions, kiosks, staircases, and a boardwalk, further improving the accessibility of the
trails. While residents of Cedar Crest Village have two entry points into the Park, use of
the Park for other residents and visitors to the Township is limited to the single access
point on Mountain Avenue at the Park’s south end. ATV trespass, while minor, has been
a cause of concern for the Park rangers. Preservation of the Park’s tree canopy, heavily
damaged due to gypsy moth infestations in recent years, is also an open issue, along with
erosion control on some trails necessitated by the increased rainfall of the last several
seasons.
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With over 300 acres, Mountainside Park serves as the Township’s largest outdoor
recreation site, with the potential to host additional visitors in new facilities, such as a
campsite on the western side of the Park. Expansion of the Park in general is limited, due
to the barrier formed by Interstate 287, which leaves only one interior undeveloped parcel
of significant size (a 5.9 acre property). Other undeveloped land adjacent to the Park lies
north, within the Borough of Riverdale, so acquisition would entail creating a partnership
with Riverdale over the joint parkland. Connecting Mountainside’s trails into a larger,
regional trail network would similarly entail working with the Borough of Kinnelon to
develop a street-based trail linking Mountainside to Morris County’s Pyramid Mountain
Natural Historic Area. Within Mountainside, there also remains a large 30-acre section
of the Park south of the Sawmill Pond outlet stream that currently lacks any trails or
parkland furnishings. Gaining access to the southern portion will require bridging the
outlet stream, with prior approval from NJDEP’s Land Use Regulation Program.

The vision for this natural area is to:

e Create a plan for the development of access and recreational opportunities in the
southern portion of Mountainside Park, including bridging of the outlet stream,
and seek further Federal funding for improvements planned

e Work with the management of Cedar Crest Village to expand access to the Park
on its northern edge

e Contact neighboring municipalities (Riverdale, Kinnelon) to inquire about
expanding Mountainside, improving its accessibility, and linking it to other
compatible, regional natural areas like Pyramid Mountain

e Create a stewardship plan for Mountainside Park in conjunction with the
Environmental Commission to address the issues of tree damage due to insects
and erosion damage due to increased precipitation

Pequannock School Recreation Diamond

As with many New Jersey municipalities, Pequannock presents the familiar pattern of a
“core” of business and civic works within a dense, historic center, even as residential
development moves more and more into the farther foothills and forests. The Township’s
main governmental buildings, its busiest commercial areas, and many of its most popular
gathering spots, such as the Township Library, lie within a diamond formed by its five
schools (North Boulevard Elementary, Stephen J. Gerace Elementary, Hillview
Elementary, Pequannock Valley Middle, and Pequannock High School). Recreation, too,
is clustered within this core, with the youth soccer teams (club and travel) using the
numerous playing and practice areas at Hillview Fields and Stephen Gerace Elementary
fields, space shared with four baseball/softball diamonds, and American Legion Patriots
baseball team taking on challengers at the Town Hall field. Each of the Township’s
schools features athletic fields and facilities, as well. Discussion of creating a community
recreation center for the Township will likely direct the effort toward this core area to
make the new facility available to the greatest number of residents, particularly with an
eye to having it as a walkable destination.

In consequence of being long-settled, the Township center is already very developed,
severely limiting the possibilities of creating new playing areas. Upgrading of the
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existing fields within the Diamond could extend playing hours through the use of
artificial surfacing and the addition of lighting. The Board of Education has completed
the installation of an artificial playing surface at the High School. Hillview Fields, which
face steady use throughout the outdoor seasons, are likely candidates for such
improvement, too. Parking shortage will continue to limit the capacity of the core fields.
Moving around without reliance on automobiles will require the creation of pedestrian
and bicycle-friendly streets. A previous plan to develop a Township-wide bicycle
pathway that circulates riders through and along the Diamond and its associated
residential neighborhoods should be reviewed and revived.

The vision for this recreational focus area is:
e Conduct a recreation survey of the Diamond field users and neighbors to establish
the desire for field upgrades
e Review previous plans for a Township community bicycle route and update as
necessary for the purpose of connecting core parks and fields
e Canvass Township residents on the need for and the siting of an indoor
recreational Community Recreation Center

Historic Sites

With its earliest settlement dating back to before the Revolutionary War, Pequannock’s
history is preserved by its early farmhouses and buildings that capture its growth during
the Nineteenth century as a transportation hub that featured railways, roadways, and the
feeders of the Morris Canal.

The following chart highlights historic sites as indicated by the Greenways Map:

ID* [ Common Name Source** Block/Lot
H1 | Ackerson/Mead/Clark House SHPO 1101/8
H2 | Bank (aka Gooding) Barn DOE 1101/5
H3 | Martin Berry House NR 1404/11
H4 | Paul DeBow House DOE 501/7

H5 | Paul Barney DeBow House DOE 501/1

H6 | Giles Mandeville House COE 2201/13
H7 | First Reformed Church/Grace Chapel COE 2201/13
H8 | Pompton Plains Railroad Station NR 1410/1
H9 [ Indian Rock Shelters (Mountainside Park) | DOE 401/2

*ID — Identification number on the Greenway Map
**Source — Source for inclusion on the Greenway Map:
NR: National Register of Historic Places
DOE: Determination of Eligibility issued by the Keeper of the National Register
COE: Certification of Eligibility issued by New Jersey State Historic Preservation Office
SHPO: State Historic Preservation Office Opinion provided

In addition, the Pequannock Historic Commission has compiled a list of historic sites

within the Township. This list is comprehensive and illustrates the local perspective of
what sites are of historic importance to the Township of Pequannock.
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ID Number Address Name Block/Lot
01 207 Mountain Ave Good Barn/ Bank Barn 1101/5
02 203 Mountain Ave Remus House, Barn, Carriage House to Clark Mansion 1101/6
03 183 Mountain Ave Ackerson/ Clark Mansion 1101/8
04 173 Mountain Ave ca. 1850
05 170 Mountain Ave Henry DeBow House 504/4
06 150 Mountain Ave Paulus DeBow House 501/7
07 134 Mountain Ave Paulus Barney DeBow House 501/1
08 78 Mountain Ave P.A. Decker 602/19
09 775 Turnpike Sears Roebuck House, 1900, VanCleef House 703/14
10 770 Turnpike Van Gelder/ Van Saun House 801/4
11 3 Ramapo Road J.V.E. Roome 704/18
12 746 Turnpike First Manse of First Reformed Church 801/13
13 749 Turnpike S. Van Ness House 706/14.01
14 741 Turnpike Harry Berry House 706/15
15 710 Turnpike Gilly's Fish House/ Day's Tea Room 1401/20
16 700 Turnpike Paul Revere Hall 1401/18
17 690 Turnpike Sears Roebuck House, 1920 1401/17
18 679 Turnpike Thomas Madeville House 1304/7
19 30 Hopper Ave First FHA House in U.S.A, 1934 1303/44
20 629 Turnpike Old Post Office/ Store James VanNess, later Town Hall and jail 1903/15
21 602 Turnpike Old School House, 1850 1411/8

Jones Hardware, 1818, originally Berry Family Home and first
22 600 Turnpike Post Office 1411/3
23 33 Evans Place Railroad Station, 1876 1410/1
41-43 Jackson East Jersey Cottage Style depicted in Robinson's Atlas of Morris
24 Avenue County, 1887 1409/11
25 10 Oping Road ca. 1900 1404/39
26 35 Oping Road 1840 Sage Farm House 804/3
27 917 Route #23 Jacob DeBow House 18th Century (demolished 2009) 304/21
28 581 Route #23 Martin Berry House, ca 1720, Federal Era center hall 1404/11
29 535 Turnpike Grace Chapel, 1876 2201/13
30 525 Turnpike First Reformed Church, ca. 1771 2201/13
31 515 Turnpike Giles Mandeville House, 1788 2201/13
32 512 Turnpike Second Manse of First Reformed Church, ca 1894 2202/4
33 505 Turnpike Marcy Agency, ca 1890 2203/3.03
34 500 Turnpike Romondt/ J. Andruss, ca 1851 2202/6
35 496 Turnpike E.W. Martin (1868 map) 2202/17
street
36 484 Turnpike ca 1875 (built by slave) (demolished around 1998) R.O.W
37 478 turnpike J. Haulenbeck, ca 1850 2602/19
38 452 Turnpike DeMott House Early 19th century 2603/25
39 420 Turnpike Worthington House, ca 1886 3315/1
40 414 Turnpike Henry VanNess House, ca 1830 3315/19
41 8 Cameron Avenue | A. Mandeville House, pre- 1853 3301/4
12 Jacksonville
42 Road Osborne House, Sears Roebuck, 1916, Bungalow Style 3314/3
43 36 West Franklin Terhune House, ca 1810 3614/14
44 84 Turnpike Adolph House, ca 1864, Villa Rosa 4501/16
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ID Number Address Name Block/Lot

81 Lincoln Park

45 Road H Mandeville House, 1839 4013/16
37 Lincoln Park

46 Road J. Sindle House, 1855- 1865 4308/7
27 Lincoln Park

47 Road Nicholas Slingerland House, ca early 1800's

48 143 Boulevard Jacob Slingerland House (old Mains' Corner) 3205/14

49 177 Boulevard 1860 by Sam Slingerland (boarding house) 3102/12

50 243 Boulevard Gilman House, 1840 2106/8

51 273 Boulevard ca 1890, Crane 1804/30

52 275 Boulevard ca 1886 1804/24

53 277 Boulevard Kinsey Farm House 1804/28

54 281 Boulevard Sanders Farm, ca 1899 1804/26

55 432 Boulevard E. Matthews House, pre- 1853 304/2

56 320 Sunset Road G.M. Van Ness House, pre- 1853, aka Reynold's Pond 280/1

57 280 Sunset Road P.J. Slingerland House, 1860 1501/25.01

58 260 Sunset Road J. Beach House, ca 1850 1501/17

59 204 Sunset Road J, Van Ness House, 1890 1101/14

60 74 Sunset Road H. Roome House, ca 1850 2104/22.02

61 60 Sunset Road Roome House, 1820- 1830, Sunset Farms 2104/21
103 West End

62 Avenue J. Van Ness House, ca 1840, originally East Jersey Cottage style | 1204/26
130 West End

63 Avenue Al DeBow, ca 1860 1202/21
129 West End

64 Avenue James E. DeBow, 1875 1201/10

65 23 Post Road Hopper House, 1870-1890 1804/12

66 20 Pomona Elva Wordens', ca 1900 1202/59

67 48 Hopper Avenue | ca 1860 1303/49
52 West End

68 Avenue ca 1890 1802/25
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Community Focal Points

Identified on the Greenway Map are a series of community focal (gathering) sites
identified by the Open Space Advisory Committee and local organizations as important

to the community:

Community Focal Points

ID* Name Block/Lot

1 Senior House 1912/3

2 Pequannock Township Public Library 2601/2

3 Pompton Plains Railroad 1410/1

Station/Township Museum

4 Boys and Girls Club of Pequannock 4401/15,16,18

5 Washington Park 3315/12

6 Greenview Park 3803/2

7 Foothills Park 201/1,2

8 Pequannock Valley Park 2701/7

9 Town Hall 2202/1

10 Engine Company #1 1909/4

11 Aquatic Park 902/ 1,2,6, 10; 305/2;

313/1

12 First Aid Squad 1912/2.01

13 Woodland Lake 2701/5

14 Mountainside Park 101/4-8, 401/1-2 &15,

1001/ 1&3
15 Engine Company #2 4011/Lot 8
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GRAM

ACTION PRO

Pequannock has benefited from comprehensive, long-range open space planning. This
Open Space and Recreation Plan Update offers an updated set of strategies and a
timetable to implement the goals and recommendations within this Plan. This Action
Program facilitates not only the Township’s preservation programs but serves as a
vehicle for continued dialogue about recreation and land preservation needs.

The Action Program suggests specific actions that the Township should take in order to
implement the Open Space and Recreation Plan Update. These action steps were created
in accordance with the Goals and Objectives outlined in this Update and in conjunction
with a thorough review of the municipality’s 2000 OSRP Action Program as well as the
recommendations of its 2007 Town-wide Park and Recreation Plan. The activities listed
for the first year after the completion of the Plan Update are the most urgent and will
further the Township’s open space program immediately. The “three year”
recommendations are focused on longer term objectives that will serve to accomplish the
Township’s open space needs. The “five year” projects will be achieved as the program
continues to mature and as these opportunities arise. The Open Space and Recreation
Plan Update is not a static document and the Action Program should be updated every
year, with the progress reported to the governing body.

Within One Year

e Submit the Open Space and Recreation Plan Update to the New Jersey Green
Acres Program for approval, along with a Recreation and Open Space
Inventory (ROSI) report, and seek admission to their Planning Incentive
program for land acquisition grants

e Review and prioritize land acquisition recommendations within the OSRP
Update. Where appropriate, schedule site visits and develop funding strategies
for selected properties.

e Meet with Morris County agencies to develop an action plan for completion of
the N, Susquehanna & Western rails-to-trail conversion

e Canvass neighboring municipalities to understand their current land acquisition
initiatives and coordinate land preservation strategies with them

Within Three Years
e Meet with Passaic County agencies and the Borough of Pompton Lakes to
develop a design for a pedestrian/bike bridge across the Pequannock River at
the north end of the Riverwalk, along with the trails it will support on either
side of the river
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Work with Mountainside Park managers to improve trail conditions along and
extend trail access over the Sawmill stream and into the southern part of the
property

Review the lease agreement for Aquatic Park with Passaic County and
determine if it can be altered to permanently protect the subject parcels in place
of merely leasing them

Develop an outreach program to landowners on the western side of the
Township (Chilton Hospital, The Glens Community, Ebenezer Netherlands
Reformed Church) to create access and pedestrian/bike paths that serve to
connect Township parks (Foothills, Rockledge, Greenview)

Gather input on the uses of Hidden Cove from residents of the Township and
meet with the Borough of Lincoln Park to develop mutual projects that will
increase the accessibility of Community Lake for both municipalities

Review the properties owned by the Township (Class 15C) for their suitability
to support recreation or desirability for conservation, and submit a list to the
Council of properties to be designated for recreation and/or conservation
Explore in conjunction with the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee
locations suitable for siting of a Community Recreation Center

Create an outreach program for the farms in the southwestern corner of the
Township to involve them in federal, state, and county programs designed to
preserve and improve the environmental and economic values of agricultural
operations

Within Five Years

Ongoing

Study and construct a pedestrian crossing at the Newark-Pompton Turnpike
and Route 23 in Aquatic Park to gain safe access to Aquatic Park and the
Pompton Riverwalk

Develop a comprehensive trail plan, including bicycle paths and pedestrian
walkways, that will provide alternative transportation routes between the
Township’s neighborhoods and its public parks and community focal points
Submit application to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
for funding to construct the pedestrian/bike bridge across the Pequannock River
and connecting trails

Develop a registration process for private property owners to grant a “first
refusal” right to the Township for priority properties that may become available
for purchase and/or to grant easements to the Township regardless of sale
Create a list of larger private properties that may qualify for farmland
preservation and approach property owners for admission to the State program
or for easements granted to the Township

Develop a Stewardship Plan for Meyers Brook in conjunction with the
Environmental Commission

Continue to acquire properties along the Pequannock and Pompton Rivers
identified as part of the Township’s Riverwalk Project. Work with commercial
property owners to gain access agreements where appropriate
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e Coordinate with the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee and the
Environmental Commission to develop appropriate recreation and/or
conservation uses for each portion of the Riverwalk

e Continue to submit grant applications to the Morris County Preservation Trust
Fund and to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) as needed,
for buy-outs of flood-prone properties

e Work with the Morris County Agriculture Development Board to determine
eligibility requirements for further inclusions of Township properties within the
County’s farmland preservation program

Township of Pequannock Open Space & Recreation Plan Update — May 2012 40



REFERENCES
Bl TR

Highlands Regional Master Plan. 2008.
http://www.highlands.state.nj.us/njhighlands/master/rmp/final/highlands_rmp_112008.pd
f.

Morris County Master Plan Bicycle and Pedestrian Element. 1998.
http://www.morrisdot.org/BikePed/bikeped-general.asp.

Morris County Master Plan Open Space Element 1998.
http://www.scribd.com/doc/78043087/Morris-County-Master-Plan-Open-Space-Element.

Morris County Open Space Trust Fund.
http://www.morrispreservation.org/TrustFundStatistics.htm. Accessed January 2012.

New Jersey Conservation Foundation. Garden State Greenways.
http://gardenstategreenways.org/.

New Jersey Department of State. State Strategic Planning Process.
http://www.nj.gov/state/planning/sspp.html.

New Jersey State Planning Commission. New Jersey State Planning Development and
Redevelopment Plan. March 2001.

Office of Smart Growth. http://nj.gov/state/planning/plan-centers.html. Accessed January
2012.

Pequannock Township Environmental Resource Inventory. July 20, 2009. Compiled by
the Township of Pequannock and the Pequannock Environmental Commission.
http://www.peqgtwp.org/documents/environmental/eri/pequannock_eri_full.pdf

Pequannock Township Municipal and Non-Profit Projects, Morris County Preservation
Trust Fund. www.MorrisPreservation.com.

Pequannock Township Open Space and Recreation Plan. July 2000. Compiled by the
Morris Land Conservancy and the Pequannock Township Environmental Commission.

Personal Communication with Frank Spizzirri, Chair, Pequannock Township Open Space
Advisory Committee.

Township of Pequannock Open Space & Recreation Plan Update — May 2012 41


http://www.highlands.state.nj.us/njhighlands/master/rmp/final/highlands_rmp_112008.pd
http://www.morrisdot.org/BikePed/bikeped-general.asp
http://www.scribd.com/doc/78043087/Morris-County-Master-Plan-Open-Space-Element
http://www.morrispreservation.org/TrustFundStatistics.htm
http://gardenstategreenways.org/
http://www.nj.gov/state/planning/sspp.html
http://nj.gov/state/planning/plan-centers.html
http://www.peqtwp.org/documents/environmental/eri/pequannock_eri_full.pdf

State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection. May 1985. Land
Acquisition Position Statement Passaic River Basin Flood Control Program.

Sustainable Jersey. http://www.sustainablejersey.com/about.php. Accessed January 2012.

Township of Pequannock. Environmental Commission. http://www.peqtwp.org/Cit-e-
Access/webpage.cfm?TID=60&TPID=6846. Accessed January 2012.

Township of Pequannock Master Plan Reexamination Report. Compiled by Jill
Hartmann. July 2003.
http://peqtwp.org/FCpdf/Pequannock%20Township%20Master%20Plan%20Reexaminati
0n%20Report%20%20%20Nov.%2017%2C%202003.pdf

Township of Pequannock Master Plan Reexamination Report. Compiled by Jill
Hartmann. December 2009.
http://peqtwp.org/FCpdf/Pequannock%20Master%20Plan%20Reexamination%20Report
%20%20December%2021%2C%202009.pdf

Township of Pequannock Ordinance 2002-4. Ordinance Establishing a Municipal Open
Space, Recreation, Farmland, and Historic Preservation Trust Fund and an Open Space
Advisory Committee in the Township of Pequannock

“Actions for Sustainable Communities,” Sustainable Jersey,
http://www.sustainablejersey.com/actionlist.php. Accessed January 2012.

Township of Pequannock Open Space & Recreation Plan Update — May 2012 42


http://www.sustainablejersey.com/about.php
http://www.peqtwp.org/Cit-e-
http://peqtwp.org/FCpdf/Pequannock%20Township%20Master%20Plan%20Reexaminati
http://peqtwp.org/FCpdf/Pequannock%20Master%20Plan%20Reexamination%20Report
http://www.sustainablejersey.com/actionlist.php

Maps

1. Highlands Planning and Preservation Areas Map

2. Land Use Capability Zone Map

3. New Jersey State Plan Map

4. Open Space Map

5. Preserved Land Map

6. Land Use/Land Cover Map

7. Natural Features Map

8. Aquifer Recharge Potential Map

9.Endangered Species Habitat — NJDEP Landscape
Project Map

10.  Greenway Map



\ oL (U |
. N Highlands Planning and
| . Preservation Areas
i ) B'\'erdae Pequannock Township, New Jersey
i A \\\orough — - 3
E Lakes %\,‘
I'! , o ‘E\OCKRlverg? rou 9 h ‘j/ o
| e 689
i
i
i
|
|
|
'|
i

Kinnelan
Borough

Wayne
Township

Woodland
Lake

cona ds
[

Lincoln Park
Borough

I:l Highlands Preservation Area THE LAND CONSERVANCY OF NEW JERSEY
ARESTY MAPPING CENTER

|:| Highlands Planning Area 19 Boonton Ave

- Water Body

Boonton, NJ 07005
River/Streams

www.tlc-nj.org
Map Prepared May 7, 2012

Data Sources: NJ Highlands Council, Township of Pequannock,
County of Moris Office of GIS Services, NJDEP,

This map was developed using NJDEP Geographic Information

o System digital data, but this secondary product has not been
L | Municipal Boundaries 0 0.10.2 0.4 0.6 0.8

verified by the NJDEP and is not state-authorized

e wm Miles

I

This map is to be used solely for planning purposes, and does not
take the place of a survey,

1

——— !




E_
<

Kinnelan 72
Borougih

\
eSS
I| Db‘\ lr—_\\/»
l_lL _'\_‘::,]I \\ i
y Htg’;r% Riverdale
e T { 7
'-P A J \\\B\orough ______ v
- ) 3
1)

|

A \

\ \
Land Use Capability Zone Map
Highlands Regional Master Plan
Pequannock Township, New Jersey

| Lad S Y

Existing Community
Environmentally Constrained

I:] Existing Community Zone
I:] Lake Community Subzone

|:| Protection Zone

- Water Body

)

| | Municipal Boundaries

¥ IS
_____________ Jf_——-———_-
Lincoln Park
Borough
0 0.10.2 0.4 0.6 0.8
O  Miles

e —————— !

I

Pompto n//@/j’/

Lakes ‘é\
Borough 41'5/'/

nock River iy
ANOCK Y~ & 7 i 202!

0 \\\\
2\ i
& (> “\\
( N Wayne
f Township
!
» 9
S
/" Woodland ;‘“ §
Lake f_m
: H

202

THELAND CONSERVANCY OF NEWJERSEY

ARESTY MAPPING CENTER
19 Boonton Ave
Boonton, NJ 07005
b www.tlc-nj.org
Map Prepared May 7, 2012

Data Sources: 2007 NJDEP Land Use/Land Cover, Township of Pequannock,
County of Morris Office of GIS Services, NJDEP,

This map was developed using NJDEP Geographic Information
System digital data, but this secondary product has not been
verified by the NJDEP and is not state-authorized

This map is to be used solely for planning purposes, and does not
take the place of a survey,

1




\ ==
— [\

Lincoln Park
Borough

, Riverdale

L [N |

New Jersey State Plan

\
\,
\
m Critical Environmental Site
N Historic and Cultural Site

Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area

Fringe Planning Area

River/Streams

)

I 1 L .
L] Municipal Boundaries

=

LB

0.1 0.2

— ]

N K

AN

P
THE LAND CONSERVANCY OF NEWJERSLEY

Township

Woodland
Lake

McDonalds
Ponfs

ARESTY MAPPING CENTER
19 Boonton Ave
Boonton, NJ 07005
www.tlc-nj.org

Map Prepared May 7, 2012

Data Sources: NJ Office of Smart Growth, Township of Pequannock,
County of Morris Office of GIS Services, NJDEP,

This map using NJDEP.
system digital data, but this secondary product has not been
verified by the NJDEP and is not state-authorized.

This map is to be used solely for planning purposes, and does not
take the place of a survey.

pagly




T Open S aceT\/Iap

TN, Pequannock Township, New Jersey
£/

\\\ ,_——’“—_—‘——-—